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But Converts know, it ts no lale Story, 


Diſtinguiſhed from the | .* 


Hope of Hypocrites 


And Publiſhed 
To prevent the danger of Falſe Ho 


and to yromote the Duty of Living» 
1n true Hope of Glory, "Y 
WITH 3 


An Appendix of the Grounds of Hope, Cal- 
leed in a Catalogue of Promiſes and Ex-| 


o7 
periences. =_ 


By 4. B. A Miniſter of the Goſpel. 
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The Hypocrite with Hope 1s vainly Fed, 
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11s Hope's no Helmet, but a $ piders IWeb. | : 


That Chriſt within, 1s the true Flope of Glory. 
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London, Printed by  F.. A. for Thomas Parghurſt at the 
Bible and Three Crowns in Cheapſde near Mcrcers- 
Chappel. And are to he Sold by Obed. Smith at Da- 
veutry in Warwickſhire, 1694. x 


Dear Friend, 
F1H1s little Book now come to thy Hand 
calls for entertainment both for thy 
Savionrs ſake, who hath provided 
” Salvation for thee at his own coſt; 
and for thy Souls ſake, which therein is much 
| concerned both in Point of Safety and Comfort. 
Enquire: not after the Author, but Study the 
needful Matter it preſents unto thee, Though it 
come in a plain Dreſs, without either Top-knot 
ox Rufjles, yet it's Grave and Serious, and may 
contribute much towards beth thy Temporal and 
Eternal welfare, It was not deſigned for Pub- 
iick Vſe when, compoſed, but proved '\[o Sweet in 
the Meditation, and ſo acceptable in the Mini- 
ſtration, that thereby 1 was encouraged to ſend 
it abroad, to warn the ſecure World againſt thoſe 
falſe Hopes, that lull Sinners aſleep in Security -' 
| And to invite all that meet with 1t to look, after 
| | A 2 that 
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The Epiſtle to the Reader. 


that Helmet, that is of ſo great uſe for all Soul- 


* diers that fight under the Banner of the Captain 
of our Salvation Chriſt Feſus, And if thou be one 


of this number, and haſt: any skall in the Spiritual 


warfare; thou wilt in thy own Experience, ac- 


knowleage the account here given of this piece of 


our Spiritual Armour. Thou art ſo well acquain- 


ted therewith, and finds in thy ſelf the fore-. 


thoughts of Glory, made thereby the Foy and De- 


light of thy Soul : That thou wilt ſee, that thou. 


haſt met with an old Fellow-Souldier, that bath 
been in many a Battle, and 
met of Hope his Safeguard, and ſo admires and 


: waluetb it, that he would not part with it for. 


| Paris. Let me entreat thee to take thy Helmet 


into thy Hand, and compare it with the Helmet 


here treated of, and then Mind the Uſe and Ad- 


vantage of the Helmet of Hepe, andif it raiſe 


mm thy Heart high thoughts of this great Grace, 


and more Diligence in the Exerciſe of it, I have 


obtained my.cnd, and Chrift his Glory, who 3s 
the Object, Author and offspring of this Hope, 
with whom we Hope to live in Glory, Rom. 
15.13. Now that the God of Hope may fill thee 
and me, with all Foy and Peace in 
that we may abound in Hope through the Power 
| of the Holy Ghoſt, is the earneſt Prayer of, 


Daventry, . 
May 2 1ft, * 


1694. 


Thy Fellow-Soul- 
dier and Servant, 


AND. BARNET. 
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ſtill found his Hel- 


elievind, 
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COL. r. 27. latter end of the Yer. 
Chriſt withm, the Hope of Glory. 


EEEPeag Here is a vaſt difference be- 
A twixt the Effects of Common 
Providence, and the Fruits of 
| Chriſts Pretence, 
i. The Efeects of Common 
So T Providence extend to the juſt 
and to the unjuſt: We in this Nation have 
long lived ander the Goſpel, and hereupon 
come to be acquainted with the things that be- 
long to our Peace; 2 Ti. 1. 10. for Life and 
Immortality are brought to Light by the Go- 
{ ipel: And the Light of the -Goſpel ſhining fo 
;s | [8ng amongſt us by the good Providence of 
God, hath enlightned the underſtandings of 
many with the common Notions of Chrift- 
anity, and the Will following the Dictates 
Jof the Underſtanding, it hence comes to pats 
that a vifible outward Profetſion of Religion a- ' 
Ibounds amongſt us. And great numbers there | 
are of Profeſſors, that walk in a Track of Du- 
il- fty, and Conform to the External part of the 
t, Prue Religion, and have Hope 1n themlelves 
that all is well with them, and that they ſhall. 
ET, [inherir Glory, when all this is but the 
A 3 | 0 
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of Common Providence, and they are till of 


.the number of the Fooliſh Virgins, that though "I 


Virgins, vaunted in their outward Behaviour, 
yet had not a Grain of the Oyl of Grace in the 
Soul. 
2. | The- Fraits of Chrift his own Preſence 
are enjoyed by few, and are the peculiar Pri- 


viledpes of the Veſſels of Honour, that Chriſt | 
hath Redeemed by his Bloody Sacrifice, Fobr 


17. 2. ver: 6. Theſe that the Father gave him, 
are they, to whom he gives Eternal Life : He 
gave his Life for them, ' and gives himfelf to 
them : He opens their Hearts by his Spirit, 
and comes in, and takes up his abode with 
them. And having caſt out the firong 'Man 
armed, and fet up his own Kingdom in their 
Souls, "that Kingdom that conſiſts not in Word, 
but in Power ; andruling in their Hearts by his 
Grace and Spirit, they hereby come to enjoy 
in themlelves ſure and certain Hopes of Glory. 


This is called in the Text a Miftery made ma- 
_ nifeſt to the Saints; its a miſtery in it ſelf, and Þ} : 


to all carnal unregenerated Perſons, bur made 
manifeſt to the Saints: They and none but 
they, underſtand the meaning of it; and know 
not only who Chriſt is, and what are his Of- 
fices, and the Benefits thereof ; bur alſo what 
it 1s to have Chriſt in them, and to live in the 
enjoyment of ſo great a Bleſſing : 
is, that is the Ground of their Hope of Glory, 
to them God hath made known what is the Ri- 


ches of the Glory af this Miſtery amongſt the 
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denominates him, not only 


I have choſe to be the Subject of my enſuing 
Diſcourſe. Chriſt in you, the Hope of Glory. 
Wherein we,may note, | 
(:.) The CharaGteriftical Qualification of 
the Perſons here ſpoke of, viz. Chriſt 
Within. 74 | 

(2.) The Conſequent Conſolation thence 

 arifing, viz. The Hope of Glory. 

1. The Characteriſtical Qualification of the 
Perſons ſpoken of, viz. Chriſt within, this is 
the Motto of the true Chriſtian ; and that that 
a Chriſtian by 
Name, but a Chriſtian indeed. A true Na- 
thanael in whom there is no guile, a true Tſrac- 
lite, one by whom - Chriſt is not only profelſ- 
ſed, but allo poſſeſſed. Chriſt 1s formed ,in 
him, and he conformed to him. Its not Chriſt 
withour that will ſerve the turn, but we muſt 
have Chriſt within, living and reigning 1n our 
Souls by his Grace a6 Spirit : Its not Chriſt 


 1n Heaven, but Chriſt in the Heart that conſti- 
tutes us true Chriſtians : Its not talking of 


Chriſt, but entertaining Chriſt as King, Prieſt 
and Prophet, at we muſt come up to, if we 
will become rue Ciriltians, 

2. The Coniequer: Conſolation hence ari- 
ſing, viz. Tae Hope of Glory. Its Chrift in. 
the Soul, that puts the Soul in ſo hopeful a 
Condition, and is the true and main ground of 
the Souls Hope'of Glory. And this ground of 
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' Gentiles, which is Chriſt in them, the Hope of 
I. Glory. Its the Clauſe of theſe Words that 


6 Chriſt within, 


of Common Providence, and they are till of 


the number of the Fooliſh Virgins, that though ' 


Virgins, vaunted in their outward Behaviour, 


yet had not a Grain of the Oyl of Grace in the | 


Soul. 
2. The Fraits of Chrift his own Preſence 
are enjoyed by few, and are the peculiar Pri- 


viledpes of the Veſſels of Honour, that Chriſt þ 
hath Redeemed by his Bloody Sacrifice, Fohr. | 


I7. 2, ver. 6. Thele that the Father gave him, 
are they, to whom he gives Eternal Liſe : He 
gave his Life for them, and gives himfelf to 
them : He opens their Hearts by his Spirit, 
and comes in, and takes up his abode with 
them. And having caſt out the ftrong 'Man 
armed, and fet up his own Kingdom in their 
Souls, that Kingdom that conſiſts not in Word, 
but in Power ; and ruling in their Hearts by his 
Grace and Spirit, they hereby come to enjoy 
in themſelves {ure and certain Hopes of Glory. 
This is called in the Text a Miftery made ma- 


nifeſt to the Saints; its a miſtery in it ſelf, and 


to all carnal u unregenerated Perſons, but made 
manifeſt to th# Saints: They and none but 
they, underſtand the meaning of it; and know 
not only who Chriſt is, and what are his Of- 
fices, and the Benefits thereof ; bur alſo what 
it is to have Chriſt in them, and to live in the 
enjoyment of fo great a Bleſſing : And this it 
is, that is the Ground of their Hope of Glory, 
to them God hath made known what is the Ri- 


ches of the Glory of this Miſtery amongſt the 
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. The Hope of Glory. 7 
Gentiles, which is Chriſt in them, the Hope of 
Its the Clauſe of theſe Words that 
I have choſe to be the Subject of my enſuing 
Diicourſe. Chriſt in you, the Hope of Glory. 
Wherein we, may note, 

(:t.) The Characteriftical Qualification of 
the Perſons here ſpoke of, viz. Chriſt 
Within. 

(2.) The Conlequent Conſolation thence 
ariſing, viz. The Hope of Glory. 

1. The CharaCteriftical Qualification of the 
Perſons ſpoken of, viz. Chriſt within, this is 
the Motto of the true Chriſtian ; and that that 
denominates him, not only a Chriſtian by 
Name, buta Chriſtian indeed. A true Na- 
thanael in whom there is no guile, a true Tſrac- 
lite, one by whom Chriſt is not only profel\- 
ſed, but allo poſſefled. Chriſt 1s formed in 
him, and he conformed to him. Its not Chriſt 
with: that will ferve the turn, but we muſt 
have Chriſt witt:n, living and reigning 1n our 
Souls by h's Grace 4:5 Spirit : Its noi Chriſt 


tn Heaven, but Chriſt io the Heart that conſti- 


tutes us true Chriſtians : Its not talking of 
Chrif, but entertaining Chrift as Ring, Prieſt 
and Prophe:., ©.:4: we muſt come up co, if we 
will become {rue Toniilthans, 

2. The Conieque:: {Lonſolation hence ari- 
ſing, viz. Tone Hop: of Giory. Its Chrift in. 
the Soul, that puts the Soul in ſo hopeful a 
Condition, and is the true and main ground of 
the Souls Hope of Glory. And this ground of 
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Hope all ſuch have, that have Chriſt in them; 
I 45 not ſay,. that all ſuch are aſſured of Glory ; 


but this I fay, that ail ſuch are ſure of Glory. 


and ought to live in fure and certain Hope of 
Glory : In this Cate, Chriſt  himlelf 1s the 
tg and Original of all trae Hope of Glo- 

: But its Chriſt in the Soul, both in reſpeCt 


of Tnlon and Communion, that is the off. 


ſprivg of this Hope of Glory ; and Chriſt in os, 

becomes our Hope of Glory two ways : By 

way of Influence, and by way of Evidence. 
(1.) By way of influence, as when the Soul 


comes into the Body, it animates it, and by 


its influence cauſeth {uch Motions as do aſſure 
the Mother that ſhe is quick with Child, and 


may live in Hope of being a glad Mother.- So 
when Chriſt comes into the Soul by his Spirir, 


it lo influencerh the Soul, and changeth ir, that 


thereby the Soul comes to know and oder: 


| fRtand, that it isa member of Chriſt, and an 


Heir of Glory, and therefore lives in fure and 


certzin Hope of Glory. 
(2.) By way 


Heaven, and as great an Evidence as.can be 
had on this fide Heaven, Rem. 8.9. Te are not 
in the Fleſh, but in the Shirir, if fo be the Spi- 
rit of God amell in you: Now if any Man have 
zot the Spirit of Chriſt, he is none of his : You 
lee, that the Spirit of Chriſt in the Soul, doth 
ugg the Souls Intereſt in Chriſt, and af- 
[ 


res It that he 1s Chriſts, and Chriſt is his; 


and 


of Evidence, the Spirit of 
Chriſt in the Soul, is the Souls Evidence for 


' - The Hope of Glory. g 
and this Evidence is ſo Evident, that it fills the 
Soul. with Hopes of Glory : The Soul thus ar- + 
oues with it ſelf, Chriſt in the. Soul, is the 
Souls Hope of Glory : Now I find Chriſt in my 
Soul, and therefore, Oh my Soul, live thou in 
{ure and certain Hope of Gtory. 

Having now' divided and unfolded the 


- Words, lextract thence theſe two Doctrines. 


Dodct. 1. That every true Chriſtian hath 

Chriſt within him. 

Doct. 2. Its Chriſt within us, that 15 our 
Hopes of Glory. 


1. Do&. Every fincere Chriſtian hath Chrift 
within him, Foh# 14. 20, At that day, ye ſhall 
know that I amin my Father, and you in me, 
and I in you, Gal. 2. 20. T live, yet not 1, but 


Chriſt Iiveth in me, 1 John 3. laſt. He that 
keepeth his Commandments dwelleth in him, 


and He in him: Aud hereby we know that he 
abideth in us, by the Spirit which he hath grvuen 
us. Rev. 3.20. If any Man hear my Voice 
and open the Door, I will come in to im. © 

To prevent miſtakes, and clear up this. 
great Truth, let us enquire how and in what 
Senſe this is to be underſtood ? when and in 


What manner doth Chriſt take Poſleſhon of the 


Hearts of his Ele ? why and for what cauſe: 
and end is it, that he abideth in them ? And' 
how may we know'the Spirit of Chriſt from 
the' Spirit of Antichriſt ? 

oY Oueſt. 
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\ Queſt. 1. Haw, and in what ſenſe, is this 


Dottrine to be underſtood ? 

Anſw, 1. Negatively : It's not to be under- 
ſtood of his perſonal bodily Preſence, his 
Body. is now a Glorified Body and abideth 
in Heaven, and there is to abide ?cill he 
come to Judgment. The Romaniſt tell ys, 


thar Sacramental bread is changed into his . 


Body. and. after Conlecration, every Wafer 
1s 'the Body of Chriſt, and is not to beeat- 


en but to be ſwallowed, and | upon ſwal-_ 


lowing it, Chriſt is within them : bur if Paul 
had been of their mind, he would not have 
\tould us that after Conlecration it remains 
ſtill bread ; and that ic's bread that we eat, 
and not the very body of Chriſt, r Cor. 11. 
26. 27. And our fenles affure ns it 1s bread, 
we ſee, feel and taſte bread ; and yet they are 
ſo {enieleſs as they will not believe their own 
eyes. Noris it to be underitood of the-Pro- 


vidential preſence of Chriſt; it is true, that 


Chriſt is with us by the preſence of his Pro- 
vidence, oideting vur affairs, and diſpoſing 
of us and our concerns according to the Coun- 
cel:of his good Will and Plealure, but the 

Tn-being: here ſpoken of is of another Na- 
_ ture, therefore I anſwer : 

2. Aftirmatively : That it is to be under- 
ſtood of his Spiritual preſence, viz. that Chriſt 
is in his Spoule, and in every. particular Mem- 
' ber that belongs unto him, by his Spirit and 
Grace, Rom. 8. 9, 10. If any: man have A's 
Rk the 


The hope of Glory. ES. : "3 


the 7 of Chriſt he 1s none his, and if that, 
1 


Chriſt be in you the body is dead becauſe of fin : 
viz,, If by his Spirit he be in you. Ir ir- 
plies the Miſtical union that 1s betwixt Chriſt 
and his Members. A Miſtery that is too won- 
derful to be made manifeit co Mortals : And 
it ſignifies to us our dependance upon Chriiſt 
for Light and Life : What the Soul is to the 


\ body, that Chriſt is to the Soul, he abides in 


it by 'his ſpirit to ſupply its needs: And is all 
in all to the Soul: And all things elle are juſt 


nothing to. the Soul, for they can afford it no 


latisfaftion, nor any one ſupply of its needs: 
Alas, what relief can Honour or Riches afford 
a Chriſtleſs Soul ? none at all: They oft prove 
ſnares to the Soul, but never give any ſuccour 
to it; but Chriſt by his Spirit is in every true 
Chriſtian, and this is his Happineſs, and his 


hope of Glory. 


Queſt. 2. When and in what manner doth 


Chriſt take poſſeſſion of the hearts of his E- 


lect 

Anſw. In this great tranſaction betwixt 
Chriſt and the Soul, it 1s certain that Chriſt 
himſelf is the Author, and the Spirit his Agent, 
and his Word his uſyal and ordinary inſtru- 
ment, and Faith his appointed method and 
means, and the Work is wholly ſupernataral : 
Bur the /24odas re, the courſe and order that ' 


the Spiric makes uſe of in this grezt affair, - 


irs intricate, ahd- hereby hath ' occaſioned | 


ſome difference in the apprehenſions of the 


' Learned: 


m—_ 


i Chriſt in us, , 


 , Learned: In my weak Judgment they are 


niche right that diſtinguiſh betwixt, 


1. The qualifying Antecedents or Prerequi- 
ſites, that diſpole, prepare and fir the Soul for 
fo great a Gueſt, viz. the Grace that Chriſt 
by his Spirit conveys into the Soul, in or- 
der to his entrance, called the firſt preventing 


Grace, this is the ſeed of Faith, and a holy 


principle of Life, Light and Love, infuſed in- 


to the Soul as a holy Root, and cauſe of all 
actual holineſs, and precedes it, ard puts the 
Soul into a capacity to.put forth future acts 
of holineſs : This initial holineſs ſanCtifies the 
Soul, and halloweth it, and makes it meet for 
' the indwelling of the holy Spirit: And till the 
Soul be thus fealoned, I cannot fee how the 
Holy Ghoſt can take up its Habitation int : 
hat Communion can light have with dark- 
| nels. 


poſſeſſion that the Spirit rakes of the Soul, 
1s called ſubſequent Grace, or the Influence of 
the Spirit, cauſing the Soul freely to reduce 
the ſaid feed and principle into Ac, and 
when it actually repents,” and believes through 


orace received, then it is aCtually juſtified up» - 


on the account of Chriſt's ſatisfaCtorial meriro- 
rious Righteouſneſs imputed to it, and xecetv- 
ed by Faith; and now being in a juſtified re- 
conciled Eſtate, is at that very lame Moment 
committed to the Conduct of the holy Spi- 

rit; 


2. The conveying Concomitants that vſher 
Chriſt into the Soul, and accompany the 


The hope of Glory. 13 
rit: And then and thus it is that Chriſt takes _ 
poſſeſſion of the Souls of his Elect by his Spi- 
rit, and comes in to abide with them for 
ever: And thus a Soul becomes a Habitation of 
Chriſt through his Spirit, Epheſ. 2. laſt, and 
the Temple of God, 1 Cor. 3. 16. And Chriſt 
Is to dwell in the heart by Faith, Ephe/. 
$; 1 
Otett. > 3. The 36. Ouchtion 15, Why and 
for phat cauſe or end nh Chriſt by has Spi- 
rit abide and dwell in his People ? 

 _. Anſw. For ſeveral Reaſons, and upon ſeve- 
ral gracious deſigns : As, 

1. As he is Captain 'of their Salvation, and 
engaged to defend and ſecure them againſt 
all oppoſition ; He fought out our Salvation, 
and obtained it by Conqueſt, and he main- 
tains it alſo by Conqueſt: The World, the 
Devil and the Fleſh, are the profeſſed Ene- 
of Chriſt and all his Subjects, and ſtand up 
in oppoſition againſt his Kingdom, and ſzek 
to Damn thoſe that he ſeeks ro Save, and of 
whoſe Salvation he is the Captain: And as the 
Captain of their Salvation he abides in them 
to proteCt them : It's for his honour and in- 
tereſt to ſafeguard them againſt his and their 
Enemies: And his abode in them for this end 
and purpole, is their ſafety. The Captain of 
their Salvation is- not only in Heaven perſo- 
nally, bur in their hearts Spiritually, to be 
ready at hand in all their dangers to look af- 
ter them, and to aid aud defend them: It's 
Chriſt 


14 _ "Chriſt in us, 
Chiriſt in ns that is our hope of Glory, for 
his abode \in us is our ſecurity from all pe- 
ril and danger. 

2. As he is Conſummator of the Work of 
Grace that is begun in their Souls : He is 
not only the Author but the finiſher of the Faith, 
Heb. 12.2. And the work that he hath be. 
gun, he will perform, that. is, he will finiſh 
it, Col. 1.6. He 1s both able and willing to 
finiſh | it, and 1s allo refolved and engaged to 
finiſh jt,-and is in them for this end and pur- 
- Poſe to carry on his work of Grace in their 
Souls from one degree to another, till it have 
attained it's gradual perfeQion, and be con- 
Tſyummated in Glory: Our hearts are like 
Watches, many times out of order, and he ſets 
his Spirit in us to keep our hearts in order : 
To fee how they go, and to keep them in 
repair :; It's our duty, I confeſs, to tend our 
hearts dilligently, bur we are ſo remils. ia 
our Duty that if Chriſt did not look after 
us better than we our ſelves, we ſhould un- 
do our ſelves, and be undone by the Deceit- 
fulneſs of our own hearts. 

3. As he is Comforter, and the only Com- 
forier of a comfortleſs Soul : The People of 
God are oft in a drooping and Santas Con- 
dition, caſt down with a deep ſenſe of Sin 
and light of wrath : Unbelief ob prevails, and 
Satan is ſuch an Enemy to their welfare, 


thar when he cannot keep them from Grace, 
=Þ | he 


you: But he is the Comforter that never 
fails in giving Comfort, and he ſhall abide 


 fecuting you; and from your ſeeming friends, 


The hope of Glory. Ig 


he will 60 all that he' can to keep them from 


Comfort : But Chriſt abides in their hearts+ 
by his Spirit the Comforter, to diſperſe the 
Clouds of carnal dilcouragements that dark- 
en the Comforts of their Souls, and 'to mi. 
niſter Comfort ſeaſonably to them, 7ohz, 14. 


. 16. He will give you another Comforter, that 
| he may abide with you for ever. And v. 17. 


He awelleth in you, and ſkall be in you. 1,wdl 
#0t leave you Comfortleſs, q. d. I know you 
will meet with many diſcomforts in this 
troubleſom World, but I will not leave you 
Comfortleſs, but will come and abide in you 
by. my Spirit, on purpoſe to ſupport you un- 
der your diſcomforts, and to remove the cau- 
ſes of them and to fill your hearts with the 
ſweet Comforts of my Spirit: He is the 
Comforter, when none can Comfort he can 
Comfort. Others may ſpeak Comfortably to 
you, but yet fail in giving any Comfort to 


in you for your Comfarter. 'You will not 
only meet with Dilcomforts from your ſias, 
but from ſinners, they will be pouring con- 
tempt upon you, and reproaching and per- 


they will prove falſe-hearted and deceitful ; 
bnt be of good Chear, you have a Comfor- 
ter alway at hand, and his Comforts are the 
beſt of Comforts, the ſweeteſt, and moſt 
latisfactory Comforts: They are Comforts 

| that 


16 Chriſt 5 in us, 


' that delight the Soul with joys unſpeakable 

- . and full of Glory: And now you fee that 
the indwelling of Chriſt in your Souls is fo | + 
your great advantage : Chriſt in you is your iÞ 
help in all difficult .cales here, and your 
hope- of Glory hereafter. 

4. Ashe is Counſellor, and the beſt of Coun- 
fellow: The People of God meet oft with ſuch * 
windings and turnings in the diſpenſations of 
Gods Providences towards them, as put them 
to a ſtand, 'that they Know not what to do, 
and which way to take ; but Chriſt by his 
Spirit abides in them, to guide, cobalt and 
direct them in all ſach difficult caſes. Iſa. 11. 
2. The Spiric of Chriſt is called a Spirit of - 
Countel, and Wiſdom; So that he thar hath 
the Spirit in him, finds affiſtance in many in- 
tricate caſes from the Counſel of his Spirit, 
whereby they are guided ſometimes ſtrangely, 
and directed by ſpecial Providence to their - 
great advantage. How was Foſeph in Egypr, 

_ enabled by the Spirit of God, to wind him- 
telf out of one trouble after another ? 

Quelt. The qth. and laſt queſtion. 15, How 
may we know the Spirit of Chriſt from the 
ſpirit of Satan, or of Anrichriſt ? 

In Anſwer to this queſtion, I will-give you - 
| baththe Reaſons of the queſtion, and the Re- 
ſolution of ir. 

1.) The reaſons of the queſtion: Thave put 
this ta for theſe reaions. 


. Becauſe of the prediction ſpoken of, 
I Tim. 


r 
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x3 Tim. 4. 1. Tn the latter times, there ſhall 
be: ſedueing Spirits : Yea, in Pauls time Satar 
transformed himſelf into an Angel of Lioht: 
2 Cor. 11. 14. and there were falſe Apotliles 
that boalted of the Spirit, and deceived ma- 


n / 

Thy Becaute of the precept' we” all lie un- 
-h * der bf trying the Spirit, 1 Fob#” 4.1. which 
of | implies that there are evil Spirits that go'un- 
m || der the Name of the Spirit -of Chriſt, and 
o, || therefore we are Commande®ta-try the Spi- 
Us rits, left we take falle Spirits fot the true 
1d | Tos | X "=& | 
i. | 3: Becauſe of the'Pretences of miany in our 
ab-. tives to the Spirit of Chrift,' who- certainly 
th have not the Spirit, There' ts-a - Generation 
a. | of men amongft' us, that tell us, that Chriſt 


wu is in them, and that they act LAY ipeak by 
y, "the Spirit, and that all others beſides them- 


52 || ſelves, are led by the Devil, and in the 
i  Road-way to Deſtruction : Now for thele 
n. | reaſons, 1 havepur it to the Queſtion, How 


the Spirit of Chriſt may be known from the 
[RERrTE: of Error. And, | 


" ( 2.) The Relolurion of the Queſtion, i is. 

en eale. 

C2 | *Forthe Spiri: of Chiift, is known by its Na- 
ture and by its Nurtpre. L_ 

Dut = Er 


By its Nittrs: It's a Holy Spirit, and 
of, therefore cailed the Holy Choſt ;- they then 


| 
\ 


| 
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16 _ - Chriſt in «s, 
that are carnal and ſenſual, have not the Spi- fl _ 
rit, Jude 19. And the Spirit of God is a | 

| humble and meek Spirit, they then that are ph 
haughty and lofty, and deſpiſe and contemn | y;. 
the Righteous, they want the Spirit. fav 

2. By its Nurture, it Nurtures and trains  gj, 

| up the Soul in- the fear of God, and in the F 
Faith of the Goſpel, Joh: 16. 13. When |. {wc 
the Spirit of truth is come, he will guide you 
3nto all truth : That Spirit then that leads 
men into Errour cannot be the Spirit of God : 
Now that Spirit that cries down Chriſts Or- 
dinances, and his Ambaſſadors, leads into Er- Þ 50; 
rour: The Word of God is the DiGates of Þ G0 
the Spirit and the Standard of Truth, and that || fey 
Spirit that contradicts the written Word, | Chr 
cannot be the Spirit of Chriſt, for the Spi- | Chx 
rit of Chriſt cannot Contradict it ſelf, in con- | yh; 

- tradicting any one part of that word that || ,jj 

| it was dictacor of : You muſt then judge of dang 
the Spirit by the Word: That Spirit that doth || che * 
not train up, conduct and lead according to I cg, 
the Scriptures, is a falſe Spirit, 1a. 8. 20. If Þ to « 
they ſpeak not according te this. word, it 43 

| becauſe there 3s no light in them. Gal. 1.8, 
9. Such as preach. another Goſpel are accur- 
ſed : And ſuch as preach contrary, to the Gol-.,; 
pel, ſet up another Goſpel. Thus far I have] 
ipoke to the DoQrinal ,part, now let us pro-] 
ceed to the practical part of the Doctrine: 
Is the Spirit of Chriſt in every ſincere Chri- 
Kan ? Then, 68 12T; 
T1 Ve, . —_ 
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The Hope of Glory. 19 
i- | _'1 Vſe, Shall be of Terror to ſuch as live 

a withour Chriſt in the World, | be they pro. 
re phane Perſons, or Profeſſors. God hath pro. 
nn vided an alſufficient Saviour for us, thar can 

ſav= to the utmoſt, and. there is no Salva- 

ins | tion in any -other Perſon or. thing to be cx- 
he || pected : And none can be ſaved by him but 
ven . {ach as receive and admit him into their 
hearts by Faith; and how few are. they chat 
have Chriſt in them? Oh you that do mike 
account to be ſaved by Chriſt at death, and 
yet ſhut your hearts againſt Chriſt, and have 
Er- | not embraced kim as freely offered in the 
$of | Goſpel, know, that you do batdeceive your 
that N| ſelves: If you keep Chriſt out of your hearts, 
2rd, F, Chriſt will keep you out of Heaven, A 
SPl- | Chriſtleſs Soul is a wretched Soul: Oh now 
con- | whilſt it is ſaid to day, it concerns you above 
that Þ| all things in the World to conſider your 
e of danger, the dreadfulneſs of your danger, and 
doth }| the deſperate Madneſs of ſuch as fit down 
g tO] contented under their danger. I pray you 
>. If Þ to conſider, 

# 15] C1.) Your Danger. 

t.®;] If Chriſt be not in you, you cannot be in 
ccul* | ſafety: Your condition mult needs be a pe- 
Gol-, rilous condition, you ſtand upon the Margin 
nave} of Death and Deſtraction, For, .. 
S PIO} x. You are pnder the Captivity of Satan, 
Irine:Þ and in_the ſnares. of -the Devil, and are car- 
Cott] ried Captive by him at his will and. pleaſure. 

| 2 Tim.N2, laſt ; Saran poſſeſſes the Soul of all 

SERA B23 that 


a. * Epi in us, 


that coptinue in the ſtate of Natute, 'rill Chriſt 
comes and diſpoſſcfſeth him. . Eph, 2. 2. Sa- 
tan is the Spirit that worketh in the Children I inf 
of Diſobedience ; And you are the Children | pl: 
of. Diſobedience, and diſobey. the Calls of | dr 
the Golpel;and the Commands of Chriſt in'the | *"* 
Golpel : He Gommands you to believe, an of 
to \ repent, and to obey his Goſpel, bur _pe1 
difobey him, and therefore the Spirit t =>] 7 

Tvells | in you is Satan ; and it's he that works | yo! 
in you; and Oh what fad work doth' he Þ ma 
make with your precious Souls! how 'doth Þ dan 
he inſnare_and enſlave them! what Tyranhy | fo : 
doth he '6xerciſe on them ! it's high time Jan 
for you to. .confider it. but 
"2. You are under the Curſe of the Law, | one 
and under the Condemnation ' of the Goſpel, this: 
and therefore you are in as much danger of reje 
Damnation, as a condemned Perfon is of Exe-f| ſo': 
cution: Oh what dreadfut Curſes are theſ] eſca 
Curfes of God, and how certain in the Exe: not, 


cution, if” Repentance do -not intervene !J {dx 
| And theiz Curſes of God hang over your heads] ble: 
like a Hurricane or violent Tempeſt, that 19} ger 


ready to fall down upon you: There ls ; 
Curtz upony our Bleſſings, a Curſe upon YA 
bodies : A Curle upon your ſubſtatice, an 


Curſe upon ' your Soul : And if* this Curſe bt . 
not removed, it wilt certainly tight upo bout 


you: Your fins will find you out, ſurely. the | alt- y 
Jou are in danger : : Now Cotilider, II ' you; 


(31) Th 
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( 2.) The Dreadfulneſs of this danger that 


« 


you are under.” £3 ws 
a- The greatneſs of this danger lies'in theſe 
en | inſtances: .I willlay'them before yoy.in cou- 
efi ples for the thelp"ot yooar Memories : T tie 


3. The Unavojdibleneſs and UniverfaMy 
of this danger. *(1. It's an unavoidable dan- 
_ per. © 1] mean} uiider your Circumſtances (7# - 
Fas flo ftantibts Y* as the caſe is now with 
you. A ' rar miy be in danger, - and HE 
may foreſee'it;' and. avoid: it : David was'ifi _ 
danger of Saul, atid hid*himfelf fin a cave grid "I 
{o avoided it > Bat: m the caſe you are in; the | 
danger is unavoidable not'thats{t is fo in ittelf; 
| but you make it-f6 to Your' elves; there'Ts 
Aw, one way; and -but"'0he”"way- to avoid ir,” 4rd 
ſpel, | this” way'is by Chrift : :Now*this'-way *you 
er of | rejedt, and- how '(t> Je eſcape? iff iye* neg Me 
Exe-| ſo great Salvation" Irs im poſſible” Tor: yewred 
 theſ| eſcape*any other way;.and this iway-yolwdo 
Exe-| not, -and "will hot* be periwaded ro take; ang 
ene | {do about 'to"migke yohrſsngoy wlavoidas 
1 ble; T2: ) Its :an'univerſatadanper,:-a dank . 
Yer of a vaſtcextenty your All F'is: in- darf 
gt; your leſſer and! greater:Concerns,. your 
1 Eſttites; your Lives, [your Bodies and Souls 
il Your! All: is vager:a Curſe, and: therefore Jour 
Alt 1$'mn danper,/ -and'1s-1t motithhe'to:lo0 [z a1. 
bout''you whern'fire is got inthe thatch, and 
alt- your "goods ure in danger; how are 
you= Concerned! your-caſe is .mach *worle, 
N05 ns ce. om 2 Ii your-_ 
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that continue in the ſtate of Nature, 'til] Chriſt | yc 
comes and. diſpoſſefſeth him. Eph, 2. 2. Sa- 
tan is the Spirit that worketh in the Children inf 
of Diſobedience : And you are the Children | pl: 
of. Diſobedience, and diſobey the Calls of | dr: 
the Golpel,and the Commands of Chriſt in the | © 
Golpel : He Commands you to believe, and | of 
to repent, and to obey his Goſpel, bur you | pe! 
dilobey him, and therefore the Spirit that | þ#s 
dwells in you 15s Satan ; and it's he that works U you 
in you; and Oh what fad work doth he ma 
make with your precious Souls! how doth | dan 
he ininare_and enſlave them! what Tyranty | fo : 
doth he exerciſe on them ! it's high time | dan 
for you 'to confider it. but 
2. You are under the Curſe of the Ldw, | one 
and under the Condemnation of the Goſpel, this 
and therefore you are in as much danger off reje 
Damnation, as a condemned Perſon 1s of Exe-f ſo's» 
cution: Oh what dreadful Curles are thef| eſca 
Curſes »3f God, and how certain in the Exe-ſ not, 
cution.,, if Repentance do not intervene ! 
And the'2 Curſes 0: God hang over your heads 
ike a Hurricane or violent Tempeſt, that 15 
reagdy to fall down upon you: There is 
Curls upony our Bleſſings, a Curſe upon yay 
bodies : A Curle upon your ſubſtance, and! 
Curſe upon ' your Soul ; And if this Curſe bt 
nor removed, it will certainly tight upo 
you: Your fins will find you out, furely the 
you are in danger ; Now Conlider, 


(2.) Th 
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( 2.) The Dreadfulneſs of this | danger that 


if you are ander-.: mate © wy IN 
a- ihe greatneſs of this danger lies i in theſe 
en | inftances: I will lay 'them before you in cou- 


en | ples for the help"ot yorr Memories : The 
dreadfulnels of this' your. danger lies in '* * 
"2. The Unavojdibleneſs and Ur wverfafty 
: ef danger. 1.) It's an unavoidable Jan- 
: 1 mean; * under your Circumſtances (7e- 
Pl F C ftantibas Y+ as the cale is now with 
you. A nar? may be= in danger, - and he 
may foreſee i it; and avoid it : David | was in 


Sadr is vavghlibls 1 not that-it is ſo in it? lf, 
but you make it-fo to your ſelves; there'*Ts 
dw, one way; and but" one way tio avoid ir, and 
ſpel, | this” way is by Chiift : :Now*this way you 
er of | reje&t, and how cat ye eſcape” if ye 'negltth 
Exe-| ſo great Salvation * It's impoſſible” For you ro 
 theſ| eſcape any other way, and this way yol-do 
Exe-| not, and will tot: be: periwaded ro take; and 
ene | 1d go about to make your Winger nlavoida: 
heads] ble: (2.) Its an univerſal :danger,: a dan! 
hat i ger of a vaſt-extent* your | All F is: in dart: 
- is a ger; [your leſſer Zn. greater Concerns,. your 
your Eſtfites, your Lives," your 'Bodies and Souls: 
and Your All is under a Curſe, and. therefore Jour 
4 4} is'n. danger,/-and 1s 1tmot tume'ro look ar 
bout 'you when fire is got in the thatch, and 
all your goods ure in danger, how are 
you” Concerned * your caſe is . much 'worte, 
{4036.9 TW-2 IPA your _ 
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r. 
JActit 
ts ce 
mam 
trean 
think 
Jirso 
I Chrit 
ed it 
Jcerta! 
Jis, al 
the $ 
dread 
ſee; 
your 
it is 
lible 
be co 
| broup 
rhe evils I are Cver- Ap 
. faſting: You are in danger. to loſe your ,..., 
Souls, and to loſe Heaven;: and theſe are anity 
irrevocable lofſes, and ſach lofſes as willfre. | ;nq 
Mainroalleternity; and your are in danger of own 
Hell and of eternal Death, and if the danger be Glory 
nor removed, bur ir once overtake You, and and 
you fall into'it, you are utrerly undone for f ;, th; 
ever: Your erernal State will þe wofully | a;tio: 
WW c-rehed. and. milerable, and will ye not Out C 

m--e veur eſ:2ps from everlaſting Wo ? 
M77 Uucadial | ——— 3, The 


danger far greater, and will you be un- 


in the 'Certainty and Senſelelneſs of your dan- 

ger: (1.) In the Certainty of it, there are 
Jhcitiovs dangers, feipned; but your danger 
1s certain, as ſure as the /Sun is in the Fir- 
mament, ſo fare: is it that you are in ex- 
tream danger : I confeſs many a Child of God 
- {think 'they are in cheir dangers, and in them 
* irs only imaginary z. but you thatlive without 


9 PChrift are eercainly in danger: I have prov- 


ed it to you out of Gods Word, and it*s as 


| Jcertain as Death ir ſelf is, or as Judgment 


(is, and you will find it ſo in the end. (2.) In 
the Senſleſneſs of it: This Conſammates the 
dreadfulneſs of your danger, you' do not 


ſee, nor will you be brought ' to. believe 
> Jyour own danger; you are told ofc, and 
* fit is proved to you. out of the infal- 


flible Word of God, and yer you will not 
be convinced of it : The conſideration of this, 


er- I brought Tears from the eyes of Pay, Phil. 


3. 18, He could not ſpeak of it with dry eyes; 
thar men ſhould be ſo ſtupid, as to conti- 
pue \thejr Emnity againſt Chriſt and Chriſtt- 
anity, when the end thereof is deſtruction, 


re: [and cannot be made apprehenſive of their 


own dreadful danger. There is no hope of 
Glory for ſuch as have not Chriſt in them, 
and yet thouſaiJs that have not Chriſt in 
| in them hope for Glory in a Chriſtleſs con- 
dition, and conclude that they are fafe and 


out of all danger, and will not be perſ{waded 


B 4 other- 
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3- The -Dreadfulneſs of your danger lies 


22 Chriſt in us, 


your danger far greater, and will you be un- 
"concerned ?; . 

2. The Dreadfulneſs of your dauger lies 
in the Proximity and Perpetuity of the Evils 
you ſtand in danger of. ( 1. ) In their Prox- 
imity. The Judge ſtands at the door, your 
danger is not a remote but a preſent dan- 
ger, you are now and alway in danger, you 
may lote your Sonls in a minute ; you know 
the uncertainty of Life, thar it is but a Va- 
pour, a Bubble, that may burſt and vaniſh in a 
moment : So that upon this account, you are 
daily and conſtantly in danger : Now Life 
is ſo uncertain, that in Temporal matters you 
will ſecure your {elves becauſe all men are 
mortal, and will you ryn ſuch a hazzard as 
We are {tow ſpeaking of, and not ſtudy 


iSoliſh? ſecure a little Siver, and let your 


Souls lie in ſuch danger? (2) In their Per- 


petuiry, the danger is not_only pg but 
the evils you ſtand in danger of are ever- 
| faſting: You are in danger to loſe your 
Souls, and to loſe Heaven; and theſe are 
irrevocable loſſes, and ſach lofles as willJre-: 
main ro all eternity ; and your are in danger of 
Hell and of eternal Death, and if the danger be 
not removed, bur it once overtake you, and 


yo1 fall into'it, you are utrerly undone for 


ever. Your erernal State will þe wofully 
WV ;-rehed. and. milerable, and will ye not 
7 venr ef2:ps from everlaſting Wo ? 
Cx : baba tÞ. is. The 
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3. The Dreadfulneſs of your danger lies 
in the Certainty and Senſelelneſs of your dan- 
Wee: (1.) In the Certainty of it, there are 

ctitious dangers, feigned; but your danger 
ts certain, as ſure as the Sun is in the Fir- 
mament, ſo fare is it that you are in ex- 
tream danger : I confeſs many a Child of God 
think they are in their dangers, and in them 
its only imaginary ; but you that live without 
Chriſt are certainly in danger : I have prov- 
ed it to you out of Gods Word, and it?s as 
certain as Death it ſelf is, or as Judgment 
is, and you will find it ſo in the end. (2.) In 
the Senſleſneſs of it : This Conſammates the 
dreadfulneſls of your danger, you do not 
ſee, nor will you be brought to believe 


2 [your own danger; you are told oft, and 
* fit is proved to you out of the infal- 


lible Word of God, and yer you will nat 
be convinced of it : The conſideration of this, 


*” f brought Tears from the eyes of Paul, Ph1l. 


3.18. He could not ſpeak of it with dry eyes; 
thar men ſhould be fo ſtupid, as to conti- 
nue thejr Emvity againſt Chriſt and Chriſti 
anity, when the end thereof is deſtruction, 
and cannot be made apprehenſive of their 
own dreadful danger. There is no hope of 
Glory for ſuch as have not Chriſt in them, 
and yet thouſai:1s hat have not Chriſt in 
in them hope for C:iory in a Chriſtlels con- 
dition, and conclude that they are ſafe and 
out of all danger, and will not be perſwaded 

B 4 other- 


24 .Chrift within, 
otherwiſe. . This, this Beloved: fixeth: you;to 


your dangerous: Eſtate, ye are'm-preat Yam-: 
ger, and'like to continue ſo, \becaute you wilk 


not yield chat you are 19 dny danger. Now 

_— i. oa oth "3-9 
: The deſperate. Madoeſs of firing down 

cone under this-dreaddul Eavger... wy 


You have heard your Ddnger, and theureadl 
fulneis of your tbe 3:a8d now if you adncern: 
not your; {elves abaut 'gettipg:out-of tys/dant. 1 

&r, 
ibs Gal. 3. 1. Oi'fachfh Galathians,;mbo 
hath bemitched you : > butchyhye' are infatuateds! 
beſotted - Fools , 
World and the Devil have, bewitched. you, 
Adar. 3. 


ces, and 7ohn {aid unto theimm, O. Generation 


of v7 zpers, who hath warned you to fiie from the 


wrath tocome? q. d, It 1s certain, thar'there 
is a dreadful wrath to-come., and that all that are 
under the guilt of their Sins are in danger of 
it, and that it's their great concern to flie with 
ſpeed and viait from the wrath to come. And 


you ' Pharifees ſeem to be aware of this, and 
pretend to engeavonr to fite from the wrath to 
cone, but wii not part with your Sins; if 

%0u- would elcape the danger you are under, 
ic mutt be by ſincere Repenrance, and not by 
pretended Repentance, you muſt bring forth 
Fralt meet for Repentance, 


Oh conſider, what 
deſperate. 


I muſt lay to YR as: Paul. did to the &4- 


deſperate \Mad-men 5- the. 


7: Many came to Johns Baptilm, con-: 
ſeſſing Les Sius and pretending amendment > 5 
and amongſt other many: Pharijces and: Saddy- | 
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U q & «-) : = 


The Hope of Glory. 25 


deſperate madneſs. it-is foriSifiners to ſtand. in 


danger of che wrath to come; and. yet to, fit 


down under-this danger, and nat flie from the. 
wrath ro come, and v their utmoſt endea-. 
vours-to make-their eſcape! would you not 
account. that: Man a Mad-man, that naving run 
himſelf igro ſome unſeen danger, and is called 
t6-by others. that lee and; know his Danger 3 
Fxiend, a= ſtay, turn back or you are a 
gone Mman:z yet takes no. warning, but runs 
headlong upon his own ruine: This is your 
Caſe, Gpd. and Man call to. you, Turn ye, 
Turn ye,: why will ye die,?. The way you. are in- 
leads to Hell and Deſtruion,, haſten out of it 
or you are uridone forever :, And ye will take 
no warning; but run on in your ſelf-deſtructive 
Courles :. Now you are told of your Danger, 
of the dreadfulneſs of i it, and of the deſperate 
Madnels of-;uch as fit down contentedly under 
this danger;; : And now what will you do? 
what, do you; relolve upon in this Caſe ?_what 
will. ye do as ye do,- and be as you are, and 
ſtand to the venture ? God forbid, chat the 
Devil thould {o beſot you; What in danger, 
and 1n ſo. great danger, And will you continue 
init, and take no warnins? Oh far be it from 
1 am loth to leave you unconvinced, 

pe Fr == entreat you leriouſly to conlider, 
1. What an; Uncharitable thing it is, and 
how unreaionable in you,'to ſtop your Ears un- 
der this preſent warning : How far is it below 
Men of commgan underſtanding, how unmanly 
a 


— 


26 Chriſt in as, 


a part, to refyſe ſuch Counſel as ſo mneh con: 


cerns your own Intereſt : Is it not to aQt like 


an [deot, or a Frantick Perſon, that regard no 
advice for their own good ? What, is it not 
your own concern, your greateſt. concern ? 
And will you be uncharitable to your ſelves ? 
Will you ad apainſt your own Welfare ? 
Will yn ſhew no Charity to your Selves ? 
Have ye 1:9 Love for your own Souls ? Will 
e not be diſlwaded from deſtroying your 
elves ? dobs 
2. Whatan unaccountable thing it is! How 
unexcuſable! Whatcan yon fay for your ſelves, 
when Chriſt ſhall charge it upon you at the 


greac diy ? Vhen' he ſhall ſay, Were not ye. 


warned by tach and ſuch? Such a time, and 

ſach a time ? Why ayer not take warving ? 

What Plea can you make ? ſurely none! And 

will you turn your back upon Counſel, when 

you have nothing to ſay againſt it? will you 
_ condemn your ſelves jn the things you allow ? 


3. What an unkind, ungrateful and unſuf- 
ferable a thing it is ? Rom. 2. 4, 5. Deſpiſeſt 


thou the Riches of bis Goodneſs : It's a Mercy, 
and a rich Mercy in'God to acquaint you with 


yeur danger, and to call yupon you to make 
your eſcape, 'and to ſhew you the City of Re- 


fuge, where you may live in Safety, viz. 
Chriſt-Jeſus. And what a ſleighc do you put 
apon his Mercy ? What an abuſe upon his 


Goodneſs ? Do ye thus requite the Lord? Is it fair 


betwixt Man and Man, to take advice-and 
have 


have 
pon 
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have good'advice giv? and to turn the back. 
tach a Cate uſe to ſay, 


pon it ? do, you not in ſich 8 Cate 
will be no' more concerned with ſuch a Man, 


he is uncounfellable :; And op 1 God juſtly 
deal ſo with you, and fay, there is no good 
to be done with loch and ſuch, they will not be. 
counſelled ; I'll be n» more concerned with 
them ? Oh my Wordlet them alone, and thou 
my Spirit let them aione! And if you bring: 

the matter. to this paſs, then there is no help 

| for you; ye are loſt Creatures, and will periſh 

ow RT Sim. OE 

5 | 2. Uſe, Of Tryal: Examine your ſelves 
"wy | Phether you be in the Faith, prove your own 

IE | ſelves, know ye not that Chriſt 1s in you, ex- 

> | &ept ye be Keprohates? 2 Cor. 13. 5. It highly 

'S* || concerns us all to turn our Eyes inward, and 


o_ to make a diligent InſpeQion' into our ſelves, 
vs to ſee how matters ſtand betwixt God and 


Jy,” our Souls in this grezt Point; Whether we 
AY lie under the aforelaid danger, or have made 
luf- | our eſcape ont of it: the Determination of this 
ſeſt depends upon the ind-velling of Chriſt in the 
CY> | Soul: Let gs then put it to the Queſtion, Is 

n | Cicit in us orno? And if we would ſatisfie 
| our ſelves herein, we muſt ſearch, © 
Re f 1. What Freedoms we enjoy (by Chri 
| Ris in-being) in our ſelves, 2 Cor, 3. 17. 
T Where the Spirit of God is, there is Liberty : I 

> | Chriſt be jn vs by his Spirit, he hath ſer our 


m= 'Souls at Liberty. There is a lort of Liberty 
wn peculiar to the People of God, John. 36. If 


the 


26 Chrift in us, 
a part, to refyſe ſuch Counſel as ſo mneh con: 
cerns your own Intereſt : Is it not to aft like 
an Ideot, or a Frantick Perlon, that regard no 
advice for their own good ? What, is it not 
your own concern, your greateſt concern ? 
And will you be uncharitable to your ſelves ? 


Will you ad againſt your own Welfare ? | 


Will +73 ſhew no Charity to your Selves ? 
Have © 1:9 Love for your own Souls ? Will 
ye not be diſiwvaded from deſtroying your 
ſelves ? ". 
2. Whatan unaccountable thing it is! How 
unexcuſable! What can you ſay for your ſelves, 
when h1ift ſhall charge it upon you at the 
ore: 41 hen he ſhall ſay, Were not ye 
warned by iach and ſuch? Such a time, and 
ſuch a time ? Why did you not take warning ? 
What Plea can you make ? ſurely none! And 
will you turn your back upon Counſel, when 
you have nothing to ſay againſt it? will you 
condemn your {elves jn the things you allow ? 
3. What an unkind, ungrateful and unſuf- 
ferable a thing it is ? Roz. 2. 4, 5. Deſpiſeſt 
fhox the Riches of mis Goodneſs : It*s a Mercy, 
and a rich Mercy in'God to acquaint you with 


yeur danger, and to call upon you to make 
your eſcape, and to ſhew you the City of Re- 
iuge, where you may live in Safety, viz. 


Chriſt-Jeſus. And what a ſleighc do you put 
apon his Mercy ? What an abuſe upon his 


Goodneſs ? Do ye thus requite the Lord? Is it fair 


betwixt Man and Man, to take ig 
ave 


| his in-being ) 
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have g00d advice giv2h, and to turn the back 
pon it ? do you not in ſich a Cale uſe to ſay, 


| will be no' more concerned with tuch a Man, 


he is uncounſellable : And may not God juſtly 
deal ſo with you, and fay, there 18 no good 
to be done with ivch and ſuch, they will not be 


* Fcounlelled; PI] be n+ more concerned with 


them ? Oh my Word let them alone, and thou 
my Spirit let them «ive! And if you bring 
the matter to this paſs, then there is no help 
foryou; ye are loſt Creatures, and will periſh 
in your Sins. WR: 

2. Vſe, Of Tryal: Examine your ſelves 
whether you be in the Faith, prove your own 
ſelves, know ye not that Chriſt 1s in you, ex- 
cept ye be Reprobates? > Cor. 13. 5. It highly 
concerns us all :o turn our Eyes inward, and 
to make a diligent InfpeQtion into our ſelves, 
to ſee how matters ſtand betwixt God and 
our Souls in this gre:t Point ; Whether we 
lie under the aforeſaid danger, or have made 
our eſcape out of it: the Determination of this 
depends upon the ind-veiling of Chriſt in the 
Soul : Ler ys then put it to the Queſtion, Is 
Chriſt in us ar no? And.if we would fatisfie 
our ſelves herein, we muſt ſearch, 

I. What Freedoms we enjoy (by Chriſt 
| in our ſelves, 2 Cor. 3. 17. 
Where the Spirit of God ts, tnere: 15 Liberty : If 
Chriſt be in us by his Spirit, he hath fer our 


| Souls at Liberty, There is a fort of Liberty 


peculiar to the People of God, John 8.36. 4 
Hts | the 
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the, Sop make, yay re: a her Sndeedy]. 


This Freedor ooftrati f Chriſs | bellio 
ity us, and, by Hi 5 Seagha ot Ree us ow Now again! 
there is + tal old q reedo on, ;..the Spirith the-p 


ves "to all-in.whom | Ops, [7M Freedom 
Nos >, .and Frobds of Spirit,. (1.) Free;Þf ro R:, 
T0 of "Speecf Shereby eſpecially in Secret 21) 

ey,arg.cnabled to. pour-out Jos defires of their] in his 
Souls: udto: the, Lord with muc enlargedneſs ir 
Heart, T fay, eſpecially in Secret, to diſtin-iſ the'( 
guiſh, theſe enlargements from enlargements Nat 
in Publick Eerie. drawn out by. outwar Pſal 
 incouragements, A. Hypecrite praying in his} Fell: 
Family, or with the Church, whereof he is a |-Fell 
Member, for Oftentation ſake, and AﬀeCtation | we þ 
of applauſ2, puts forth his Parts to the utmoſt, eſs. 
-. and is of: mach enlarged: But he is ſeldom in F unfr 
Cloſet Prayer, and commonly flat and with I ſhip 
little Life ; but the Children of God find their | the 
Secret. Enlargements. exceed their Publick En- | the 
largements: It's in Secret that Chriſt and his (hip 
Spoaſe. have the lweeteſt embraces. | | {ert 
(2.) Freedom | of Spirit, viz. From the | ſoo 
Bondage of: Sin, and Captivity. of Satan, Rom, | ted 
8; 9.4 2 CAFE 770k inthe Fleſh, — if the Spirut awell Fa 
in yer ; that is, ye are oor in a Carnal Eſtate, | ſbj7 
and ler the Dominion of the Fleſh ; .the Spi: [0 
rit of Go%is a'pure and Powerful Spi rit, and | thi 
will overcome the Fleſh, and keepjt in Subje- | -afi 
Ction ; ip ac chough Sin remain, yet.it doth not | Ct 
Reign: !r's a ſubdued Rebel, and kept under | tw 
ol the Spirit, yet will be raifiog VE) new Re- | is 
bellions | 'th 
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if}. 4 belliotis: in the Soul : F i Fleſh will be Luſting 
Now againſt the Spirit, bur i in the main the Sr fit. 1s 
Spirit the. prevailing. Principle, and doth enable the 
dom] Soul more and. mare to die unto Sin, and live 
Free: f0 Righre pln "MF mw 
ecret} What Fellowſhip wethave wich Chriſt 
theich] in by Ordinatices : The natural Man harh' no 
ls ir Fellowſhip with Chriſt in his Ordinances, byt 
iſtin- the' Children of God have. Men in the State of . 
ents] Nature are Strangers to Communion with Ggd 
var Pſal. 94.20. Shall the Throne” of Iniquity have 
n his Fellomſiia mith thee ? No, no, They have'tts 
15.4 Fellowſhip with thee : | Folm"1: 6. If we. [ay 
tion | we have Fellowſl ſhip with him, aud walk in dark- 
neſs, welt: + he haveFellowſhip with the 
a in unfruirful rr of Darkneſs, have no Fellow- 
wich | ſhip with Thrift : 'Bur it's! the ' Priviledge of 
heir | the Children of God to live in Fellowſhip with 
En- | the Trinity, 4 7ohr 1. 3. Traely our Fellow- 
| his ſhip i 15 With the Father, andthe Son : IC Ss an Al- 
| fertion with an Afſeveration: Chriſtians are no 
the | ſooner Effectually called, bur they are'admit- 
07m, | ted into this Fellowſhi ip. 1 Cor. 1.9. God is 
well | Faithful by whom we were called unto the Fellow- 
ate, ſhip of his 5072 Feſus Chriſt our Lord. Chriſt 
pi- | dwelling iti the Soul. doth verifie the Tyuth of 
and | this; can Chrift and a Chriſtian live rogether, 
JJe- | aftid not have *Communtion together? No, if 
not | Chriſt be in us} there will be Communion be- 
der | twixt Chrift'and Us. "And this Commitnion 
ke- | is a Maniſeſtatiqn of hjs"abode in us:* Now 
ons | then let us eXtnſne our Yelyes hereby,” Jo we 


expe- 


29 
re, Sorp make. you free, ye. ſhail,be, free indeed, 
This Freedom Demonſtrative that Chriſt i; 
in us, and, by his Spixzt hath ſer us free, Now 
there. is a, twofold. Freedom, rat .the Spirit 
gives toall in whom, it. dwells, v/z, Freedom 
A SPrgely .andFrefdpm of Spirit, (1.) Free- 
dom, of . Speech, whereby elpecially in Secret 
they are c::abled to pour out the deſires of their 
Souls uato'the, Lord with much enlargedneſs of 
Heart. I fay,, eſpecially in Secret, to diſtin- 
Suiſh . theſe enlargements from enlargements 
in Pablick Exerciſes, drawn out by outward 
 incouragements. A Hypoecrite praying in his 
Family, or wich the Church, whereof he is a 
Member, for Oftentation Take, and AﬀeCtation 
of applaui2, puts forth his Parts to the utmoſt, 
'. and is oft mach enlarged : But he is ſeldom in 
Clolet Prayer, arid commonly flat and with 
little Life 5 but the Children of God find their 
Secret Enlargements exceed their Publick En- 
largements: It's tu Secret that Chriſt and his 
Spoaſe have the lweeteſt embraces. —  _ 
_(2.) Freedom of Spirit, viz. From the 
Bondage of. Sin, and Captivity. of Satan, Roz. 
8:9, Te arcnot inthe Fleſh, — if the Spirit dwell 
22 you ; tit is, ye are not ina Carnal Eſtate, 
and under he Dominion of the Fleſh ;. the Spt- 
rit of Go 1s a pure and Powerful Sp'rit, and 
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will overcome the Fleſh, and keep it in Subje- 


Ction ; that though Sin remain, Yyet.it doth not 
Reign : 1”; a ſubdued Rebel, and kept under 
by the Spiric, yet will be raifing up new Re- 

| bellions 
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bellions'in the Soul : The Fleſh will be Luſting 
againſt the Spirit, but in the main the Spirit is 
the prevailing, Principle, and doth enable the 
Soul more 43 mare to die unto Sin, and live 
t0 Righteouſneſs. | 
2/y. WhatFellowſhip we have with Chriſt 
in his Ordinances : The natural Man hath' no 
Fellowſhip with Chriſt in his Ordinances, but 
the Children of God have. Men in the State of , 
Nature are Strangers to Communion with God, 
Pſal. 94. 20. Shall the Throne 'off Tuquny have 
Fellowſhip with thee? No, no, They have'no 
Fellowſhip with thee : | John 1. 6. If we. ſay 
we have Fellowſhip with him, and walk in dark- 
neſs, we lit : Ld as have Fellowſhip with the 
unfroicful works of Darknels, have no Fellow- 
ſhip with Chrift : But it's the' Priviledge of 
the Children of God to live in Fellowſhip with 
the Trinity, 1 John 1. 3. Trnely our Fellow- 
ſhip i 15 With the Father, of the Son + 1Os an Al- 
{ertion wich an Alſeyeration, Chriſtians are no 
ſooner Effectually called, bur they are'admit- 
red into thi; Fellowſhip, 1 Cor. 1.9. God is 
Faithful by whom we were called unto & Fellow- 
ſhip of bis Son Feſus Chriſt our Lord. Chriſt 
dwelling in the Soul doth verifie the Truth of 
this; can Chriſt and a Chriitian live NE: 
and not have Communion together? No, if 
Chriſt be in us,: there will be ea. be- 
twixt Chriſt apll Us.” And this Communion 
is a Manifeſtatioqn of hjs abode in us: Now 
then let us examine our ſelves hereby,” do we 
Sond —_ 
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 Familiatly doth God ſometimes. carry it to- 
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3: Chrif in iy, 
experimentally know. what this Miſtery. of 


"Communion betwixt Chriſt and the Soul mean: 
eth? Do we feel and find i inour ſelves ? 
Have we a Receptize Participation from God 
in our ſelves, that Dilates, Revives, and Re- 
freſheth the Soul, above what any ſenſible ſab: 
lunary thing doth or can do; and leaves be. 
hind it a caliſh which, raiſeth in..us a fingular 


Love to and Delight in the Ordinances ? how 


wards his Peaple'! he rakes them into his Ban- 
gpccring Hoe, and his Banner oyer them is 
ove, he Dandles them upon. his Knees, 


 embraceth them in the Arms of his Love, and 


ſpeaks comfortably to them; ſometimes he 


gives in {uch a Senſe of Sin, as makes them} 


weep with Grief and Godly Sorrow, and dil- 
ſolves their Souls into Penitential Tears : And 
ſometimes ſuch a fightof Grace, and ſuch ſymp- 
toms of Love, as makes them weep for Joy 
and Solace : If ic hath been thus with us at 
any time, ir proceeds from the influence of the 
Spirit in us, and is demonitrative of the Pre- 
{ence of Chriſt in our Souls ? 

3ly. What firſt Fruits of the Spirtt 1s there 
in us? A natural Heart is barren ground, deſti- 
fute of the Fruits of the Spirit; buc when Chriſt 
comes into the Soul, he changeth the Soil and 
makes it fruitful; And all the good Fruit that 
it brings forth, are the Fruits of the Spirit, and 
diſcover the State of the Soul, and declare 
the goodneſs of the Tree : Now the Frpits of 


the 
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the Spirit are divided into Firſt-Fruits and Aﬀter- 
Fruits. Though the Graces of the Spirit. are 
linkt together, and are all i» ſeine, in the 
Seed, inthe Soul of a Child of God; yet ſome 
of theſe Seeds ſpring up before others, and are 
called the Firſt-Fruirs of the Spirit, Rom. 8. 23. 


We our ſelves have the firſt Fruits of the Spirit. 


Though the Spiric it ſelf be the firſt Fruit of 
Glory, yet here ſomething more muſt be un- 
derſtood than the Spirit it ſelf, becauſe he 
ſpeaks not of the firft Fruit of Glory in the 
ſingular number, but of the firſt Fruits of the 
Spirit in the Plural number; - and therefore 
the firſt Fruits of the Spirit muſt be anderſtogad 
of ſuch Fruits as the Spirit cauſes to ſpring up 


' in the Soul, and there make the firſt viſible 
' Appearance, ſuch as ſaving Knowledge, Evan- 


gelical Repentance, Faith and Love : Theſe 
two laſt includethe two firſt; for there ts no true 
Repentance without Faith, nor any true Love 
without Light, to diſcover the Lovelineſs of 


the Object: Therefore ['ll confine my ſelf at 


this Time to the two firſt Fruits of ſaving Faith 
in, and ſincere Love to Chriſt Jeſus our Lord. 
Let us Examine then, 

(r.) Our Faith, whether it be ſaving Faith. 
This is theuniting Grace, that knits Chriſt and 
the Soul together ; and all that truely believe 


| ſhall be ſaved: For ſaving Faith, though it 


may be ſhaken, yet ir cannot be loſt and ex- 

tinguiſhed : It's a ſpark that never goes out, 

a dutable Dye that cannot be waſhed way: 
An 
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" Chriſt im us, 
And if we have any Faith 
that is of a ſaving Nature, then for 
ſure*Chriſt is in us, 'a2d we may Hope fot 
Glory. Now Paul tells us, Heb. 11. 1, 2. 


What this Faith is ;' he doth not define it, but 


deſcribe it, by its Excellency and Efficacy. 


_(1.) By its Excellency, 1t”s the Subſtance of 


things Hoped for. The Word umimin; is a 
Word of that force that no Language can fully 
expreſs: It's uled in. Heb. 3.-14. and there 
Tranſlated Confidence : Faith 35 a Confident 
and ſtedfaſt Expettation of Things promiſed : It 
apprehends the Promile and adheres to it, and 
aſſures the Soul of the Accompliſhment of ir, 
and caufeth rhe Sonl to live'1n Expectation 
thereof: lt realizeth the Promiſes, and ſhews 
the. Soul how {ubſtantial they are; that the 


things promiſed are no Trifles or feigned things, 


but rhings of Subſtance, weight and worth, 


.really ſubſiſting, and certainly to beenjoyed, 


and enables rhe Soul confidently ro expect 
them';, Thus it's the Snbſtance of the things 
Hoped for. And it's the Evidence of things 
not ſeen. Things not {&en, either becaute fn- 
ture, or becauſe inviſible, Faith repreients to 


the Mind as lure and certain. The Eye of 


Faith beholds Chriſt with all his Excellencies, 
the immortalicy of the Soul, and the Glory of 


'Heaven, as evidently as the Eye of the Body 
doth viſitle thing:, Now let us reduce this 
to praQtice ; can we experimentally ſubſcribe 
to this Deſctiption'of Faith ? Do we lee a Fe | 
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lity. in the. unſeen. things ?. It is evident to 
our | Souls that God is the chief Good, and 
Chriſt .the founrain of Grace, .and. chief of 
ten Thouſands, and that all, his promiſes are 
certain and infallible, and do: CE Heron up- 
on. them, and live in ſure and certain, Hope 
of the accompliſhment of chem.? then we haye 
the faith which is called the Faith,of the E- 
lect, Tir. 1. 1. becauſe it's peculiar ro them, 
and xto none but them... Yet further, ' Paul 
here deſcribes faith not only by its Excellency, 


bar by. its Ellicacy. . + - 
,.. 2, By its Efficacy, v. 2. By it the Elders 
obtained a goed report, and, they arg famous to 
this day, & 


. 


$1229 ,-v or. the Teſtimony that God S1VES 
of the efficacy of their faith : Faith wrought 


£4 


Þ.in them. ſuch works as were ſuch ,evidences 
$.of the Truth of their Faith. It's their works 


of 'Faith - that makes their memory fo Ho- 


nourable. Faith without works (ſaith Fames ) 


is dead, it is of no more worth than a dead 
Dog. .-Ir's our works that do ſhew what onr 
faith is.. A working Faith is a ſaving Faith: 
Let us then examine our Faith by-our works 
are our works the works of Faith ? do we 


| pray in Faith, and hear in Faith, and live by 


Faith ? thus much for the Trial of our fa- 
ving Faith : Come we to oar Love, let us ex- 
amine ry 


| 2+ Our, Love to Chriſt, whether it be (in- 
cere, 1 John.4.16. He that dwelleth in Love, 
@velleth- in God, aud God in him, True'Love 


you 


1  Cof inar, 

ou ſee is demonſtrative of Gods dwelling by 
his - Spirit in the Soul : Let ns then try our 
Love, - (1.) By its Meaſure, Do we love 
Chriſt moſt-and beſt? We love many Crea- 
tures, and {ts'allowed us ; Parents are to love 
their Chidren, and Husbands their Wives, 
but what is it that lies. next our hearts, and 


hath'the largeſt meaſure of our Love? lam] jr 


ſare' Chriſt deſerves 1aoſt lave from us, for 
he hath done moſt for us, but do we Love 
him above all? is Chriſt a Pearl in our Eyes? 
can we ſay with the Spouſe, in our Eyes he 
Is altogether Lovely ? we have other Loves, | 
but none that lies to near our Hearts as Chrilt ; 
he is our Beloved; and our beſt Beloved. 
( 2. ) By the Motive that moves us ſo to love 
Chriſt, What is it that hath ſo endeared us 
to Chriſt ? is it the gain we expedCt from]; 
him, or the good we lee in him? Cart. 5; 
10. The Church profeſſeth much Love 
_ to Chriſt, and tells the cauſe thereof, it was 


- the Beauty and Excellency of Chriſt that 


had gained her heart, this was the attra-| y 
Give of her Love; is it fo with us? is it 
Chriſts Love to Souls, and his Lovelineſs, that 
draws out your Love towards him? Then 
there is ſincerity and not ſelfiſhneſs in your 
Love, to Chriſt. (3.) By the Might and 
trength of your Love to Chriſt; Love 1s 
of a conſtraining Nature, 2 Cor. 5. 14. Now. 


you? doth it conſtrain you to vindicate the 


do you find your Love to Chriſt conſtrain 3. 2 
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The Hope of Glory. 3s 
Honour of Chriſt, againſt all that caſt open 
contempt upon him ? doth it conſtrajn you to 
value the Ordinances above worldly wealth 
and dignity ? doth it conſtrain you to venture 
all for Chriſt in ſuffering and trying times? doth 
it conſtrain you to avoid every thing ( as far 
that is offenſive to Chriſt? what 
influence hath your Love to Chriſt upon your 
Hearts and Lives? doth it conſtrain you to 
carry it dutifully towards Chriſt, and to caſt 
off your beloved Lufts becauſe they diſhonour 
Chriſt, and to conform to the Laws of Hea- 


| ven, becauſe they: are the Yoke of Chriſt ? 


are the things of Chriſt become precious to 
you? Oh deal faithfully with your Souls. 
3 V/e, Of Entreaty, both to :ach as have 
not Chriſt in them, and to ſuch as have him 
(t.) Youthat have #ot Chriſt as yet in you, 
Be entreated and perſwaded to live no 
longer without Chriſt in the World : you have 
neard your danger, and the dreadfulnels of 
your danger, and the deſparate Madneſs of 
iuch as do ſit down in {o dangerous a Con- 
dition: And now in the Name of Chriſt I 
earneſtly beſeech and entreat you to take 
the matter into ſerious Confideration, The 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt the great Mediator ef the . 
Covenant, and victorious Captain of our Sal- 
vation, . makes as it,were an Ho, Yes, Kev. 


nſtrainſ 3. 20. Behold 1 ſtand at the door and 


te the] krock, if any man open the door, I will come 
Llonout]. G2 


ifs 


36 | Chriſt in us, 
in and Sup with him, and he with me. And 
he is now knocking at the door of your Hearr, 
and craving admillion, and tendering himſelf 
and the Riches of his Grace and Mercy un- 
to you, upon condition that you will re- 
celve and entertain him, and accept of him 
as your Lord and Saviour, and conlent and 
ſubmit to the gracious Terms of the Goſpel : 
Oh comply with his gracious offer, and open 
to him and let him in! Put off Chriſt no 
longer, expect not Salvation by Chriſt with- 
out giving your ſelves up to Chriſt, to be 
Governed by him according to the Goſpel. 
What ſha]] I now ſay, to per{wade you to be 
over-entreated to get Chriſt into your Souls, 
and not to fit down ftill in a Chriſtleſs con- 
dition ? the buſineſs is of great importance, 
and I ſtand here in Chriſts ſtead to beleech you 
; to be reconciled to God, and to uſe your 
utmoſt endeavour to make ſure of Chriſt, 
and would gladly prevail with you for yoiir 
own good to ſet about this: great concern ; 
to this end preſsthele following per{waſives up- 
cn your own Spirits, and that with the ſeriout- 
nels as the weightineſs of the matter requires. 
,-1. The cale you are in, calls for ſpee- 

dy. Help. You live without Chriſt in the 
World; this is your caſe, and it is a cale 
that you can neither live nor die in. with 
ſafety or comfort, As long as you live tis, 
you live under the guilt of all your Sins, and 
under the wrath of - God; ' and if you 

| nus, 


thus, you die in your Sins, and to Hell you 
muſt go: And 1s this a Caie to be negletted 
and diſregarded ? were your Eſtates and Lives 
in danger, you would be concerted, and be- 
ſtir you to ſave your ielves; you would cry 
out for help, and be thankful to any 6ne 
that would tell you how to eicape your dan- 
ger: Now in your caſe your Souls are in 
Danger, and in preſent Danger, and in great 
Danger, and will you not be perſwaded to 
ſeek to ſave your lelves. 

2. The Cure preſcribed is a proper Care : 
Chriſt within is the Cure, and this is a ſuit- 
able Cure: Your Diſeaſe is inward, to wit, 
the Plague of the Heart, and outward Appli- 
cations cannot reach it; it calls for an in- 
ward Remedy, Nay more; Chriſt within, 
1s not only a ſuitable Cure, but alſo a Sove- 
raign Cure, that will certainly and infallibly 
Cure you: Yea, this is the only Cure, all 
orher remedies are vain and inſufficient, and 
will you reject ſuch a remedy? Irs a re- 
medy of Gods own preſcription, and cures 
all thar make uſe of it, and will you not 
uſe it? will you chuſe Death before Life, 


Damnation before Salvation? Oh then! what 


will you do in the end thereof ? 

3. The Coſt of the Cure now offered, is 
diſcharged, and now freely offered : lt is a 
Coſtly Cure, the price paid dawn for it is 
beyond Value: Who can reckon up the value 


' of the Croſs of Chriſt? Heb. 2. 10. He was 


"03-3 made 
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1-8 Chriſt in #s, 

twofold perfeCtion imputed to Chriſt.(1.) Per- 
fettio Perſons : His Perſon was perfectly qua- 
lifyed for his Offices : He was perfeRtly San- 
ified, and fo he was a perfect High- Prieſt, 
(2.) Perfefio Operis, the Work of Re. 


- demption was conſummated by his per- 


fect Obedience and meritorious. Sufferings : 
He became a perfect Saviour thereby, and per- 
feted the Work of Redemption, that he 
might be a Soveraign Redemy, and fave to the 
utmoſt all ſuch as came to him. He made 


plenary ſatisfaction to Divine Juſtice, for the 


Sins of ſnch as he was to Save: And it coſt 
him dear to become an infallible Cure for 
periſhing Souls, it coſt him his Life ; he par- 
ted with his precious Blood-z he bore the 
weight of Gods Wrath, and underwent the 
| ſhameful and painful Death of the Croſs, it 
coſt him many a dreadful Pang, and will you 
fleight ſo coſtly a Cure? do ye account the 
Blood of Chriſt a vain thing ? haih he been 
at the coft of the Cure, and at ſo preat 
coſt, and will you refaſe fo coſtly a Cure 
freely offered ? can ye put a greater Indig- 
nity upon Chriſt, than to tel] him to his 
Face, that you account him a Phyſician of no 
Value, and will have nothing to do with 
him, nor with the Cure he offereth you ? is 
this your kindneſs to ſuch a Friend ? | 
'' 4. The Courle you take is fatal and dead- 
by-" You refuſe to let Chriſt into your _ 
ergo apt ec 


made Perfeft through ſufferings ; There is « 


| and bolt the door s. :ve him, . and this will 


f reject your own Salvation. Can you that re- 


. | Vengance ? Oh how dreadful are the fore- 


ly run on in Rebellion againſt Chriſt, 'till the 
Wrath of the Lord go out againſt you, and 


better for you, you had never been born, or 


[Such were ſome of you, but ye are waſhed, ye 
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be your ruin, if perſiſted in without Repen- 
tance. You reject the renedy at your own Pe- 
ril, and your deſtruCtion will be of your ſelves, 
and you will know hereafter what it is to 


faie ſuch rich Mercy, think to eſcape Divine 


thoughts of your Condemnation, and what 
then will the Execucion be ? will you not 
be diſſwaded from turning your backs unon 
your Bleſſed Saviour, when he is offering and 
tendering Salvation to you? will ye bring 
the Blood of Chrift, and the Blood of your 
own- Souls upon your heads? and wilful- 


there be no remedy ? then (I fay) of all 
men you are moſt miſerable : It had been 


had been made Moles inftead of Men ; but 
I would perſwade my ſelf of better things 
of you, and ſuch as accompany Salvation. 
Conſider, : RE 

5. The Change for the better, that Chriſt 
in the heart will make in you, 1 Cor. 6. 11. 


are ſandified, ye are juſtified 1n the Name of 
the Lord Feſns, and by the Spirit of our 
Ged. See here, (1.) The Agent in this 
change, the Spirit in them. (2. ) The Ad- 
vantage of the change, it was a change for 
C 4 the 


0 
the better, that of bad;made them good, of 
unclean clean, and brought them out -of Dan- 
ger into ſafety, out of a State of Condem- 
nation, jnro a State of Juii;fication z out. of 
a State of Sin into a State of SanCtity, a ble. 
ſed Chinge : And Chriſt in the Heart will 
make tuch a Change in you : He will change 
your Hearts and Lives, and fit you to live 
and fit you to dy :; And let me tell you for 
your Encouragment, that the change will be 


{o 5weet to your ſelves, that you will find}. 


ſuch a range unexpected content and fatil- 
faction in 1t, that you would not be what you 
now are for a World. Little do you know 
the Comforts that accompany ſuch a change : 
Oh be per{waded to live,and you will never re: 
pent thereof,but enjoy ſuch a Happineſs in your 
lelf as the World cannot afford, 

2. You that have Chriſt in you, 

Be you entreated to live as ſuch as have 
Chriſt inyou. Col. 2.4. As ye have received 
Chriſt, jo walk in him. See that your words 
and works favour of Chriſt : Live not below 
your ſelves. Is it for fuch as have Chriſt inthem 
to mind earthly things, ard to make a Gad 
of tke World ? is ir for ſuch as have Chriſt 
in them, to maintain Pride in their Habi.s and 
Behaviours, and to wear the Flags of Luci 
fer, and the Dreſs of Flora? is it for ſuch as 


ave Chriſt in them, to muſter up the Spi- 


rit of Contention, and to caſt Squibs one at 
another? are ye xt carnal herein, and walk 
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as Men, as Paul doth Phraſe it? that is,'as 
meer: Men," that have nothing of the Spirit of 
Chriſt in chem. * Is it for ſuch as have Chriſt 
in them to manage Religious Exerciles cartal- 
ly and deceitfully ? To be Time-tervers and 


Men-pleaſers, and to ſerve God no further 
than it will ſtand with Self-intereſt ? Oh Sirs! 
What manner of Perſons ſhould you be, in all holy 


Converſation and Godlineſs? 2 Pet.3.11. How 
ſhould you ſtrive to conform your lelves to 
Chriſt, and not to the World, and to live ac- 
cording to the Laws of Heaven,and not accord- 
ing to the vain Cuſtoms of wicked Men. How 
ſhould you let others ſee, that Chriſt within 
hath changed you and made you Goſpel proof; 
that neither Profit, Exzmple nor Honour can' 
turn you from the Principles and Precepts of 
the Goſpel ; if Chriſt be in you, be ve follow- 
ers of Chriſt as Dear Children. 

1. And fee that you live Circumſpectly, 
Eph. 5. 15. See that you walk circumſpeltly, -not 
as Fools, but asWiſe: It will be your Wildom 
to keep. up your ſpiritual Watch, and to 
Watch carefully; though Chriſt be in you, 
yet there is much Corruption within you, and 
the Fleſh will be Luſting againſt che Spirit, and 
if it prevail it will grieve the Spirit,and occaſion 
tt's withdrawings as to Senſe and Apprehen{- 
on, and cauſe Cri to hide his Face from you, 
and to ſtand behind the Curtain, and when he 
hides his Face you will be troubled. Oh what 
Loſſes and Sorrow do Chriſtians create to them- 

T ſelves 


40 " Chriſt in ts, 


the better, that of bad made them good, of 
unclean clean, and brought them out -of Dan- 
ger into ſafety, out of a State of Condem: 

nation, into a State of Juſiiification; out. of 
a State of Sin into a State of SanQity, a blef. 
ſed Chinge : And Chriſt in the Heart will 
make iuch a Change in you: He will chanpe 
your Hearts and Lives, and fit you to live 
and fit you to dy ; And let me tell you for 
your Encouragment, that the change will be 


{o 5weet to your ſelves, that you will find]. 


ſuch a firange unexpected content and fatil- 
faction in it, that you would not be what you 
now are for a World. Little do you know 
the Comforts that accompany ſuch a change : 
Oh be perlwaded to live,and you will never re: 
pent thereof, but enjoy ſuch a Happinefs i in your 
lelf as the World cannot afford. 

2, You that have Chriſt in you, 

Be you entreated to live as ſuch as have 
Chriſt inyou. Col. 2.4. As ye have received 
Chrift, jo cor in him. See that your words 
and works favour of Chriſt: Live not below 
your ſelves. Is it for fuch as have Chriſt inthem 
to mind earthly things, ard to make a God 
of the World? is ir for ſuch as have Chriſt 
in them, to maintain Pride in their Habi.s and 
Behaviours, and to wear the Flags of Luci- 
fer, and the Dreſs of Flora? is it for ſuch as 


ave Chriſt in them, to muſter up the Spi- 


rit of Contentjon, and to caſt Squibs one at 
another? are ye z2t carnal herein, and wk 
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as Me, as Paul doth Phraſe it? that is, as 
meer: Men,' that have nothing of the Spirit 'of 
Chriſt in chem. Is it for ſuch as have Chriſt 
in then\ to' manage Religious Exerciles cartal- 
ly and deceitfully ? To be Time-fervers and 


Men-pleaſers, and to ſerve God no further 
than ic will ttand with Self-intereſt ? Oh Sirs! 
What manner of Perſons ſhould you be, in all holy 


Converſation and Godlineſs? 2 Pet. 3.11. How 
ſhould you ſtrive to conform your {elves to 
Chriſt, and not to the World, and to live ac- 
cording to the Laws of Heaven, and not accord- 
ing to the vain Cuſtoms of wicked Men : How 
ſhould you let others ſee, that Chriſt within 
hath changed you and made you Goſpel proof; 
that neither Profit, Example nor Honour can 


[5 


turn, you from the Principles and Precepts of 
the Goſpel; if Chriſt be in you, be ve follow- 
ers of Chriſt as Dear Children. 

1. And ſee that you live Circumlpectly, 
Eph. 5. 15. See that you walk circumſpeitly, not 
as Fools, but as Wiſe : It will be your Wiſdom 
to keep. up your ſpiritual Watch, and to 
Watch Carefully ; though Chriſt be in you, 
yet there is much Corruption within you, and 
the Fleſh will be Luſting againſt the Spirit, and 
if it prevail it will grieve the Spirit,and occaſion 
tt's withdrawings as to Senſe and Apprehen{- 
on, and cauſe Chrift to hide hts Face from you, 
and to ſtand behind the Curtain, and when he 
hides his Face you will be troubled. Oh what 
Lofles and Sorrow do Chriſtians create to them- 

7 lelves 


42 Chriſt in us, ; 
', felves by their Carnal Security ! Oh reſolve a- 
painſt it, and take warning from others, and 
walk very circumſpecily, left Satan. get_an 
Advantage againſt you; he that lets down his 
Watch gives place to the Devil. 


2. See that you live Chaſtly, 1 Theſ. 4. 12. 


Walk honeſtly, that is, not in the Luſt of Con- 


cupiſcence ; and the Reaſon is piven in the - 


Tth. and 8th. Verſes, God hath not called us to 
Uncleanneſs, but to. Holineſs, and given us his 
Holy Spirit. And therefore it is not for us to 
be carnally Minded, but to be Chaft and Ho- 
neſt, and Sober even in the Uſe of lawful De- 
| lights : That is a notable Paſſage in 1 Per. 4.6. 
_ . The Goſpel was preached to them that are Dead, 
that is, to the Martyrs, that they maybe judged 
according to Men in the Fleſh ; but Ive accord- 
' 8ng to God in the Spirit - You cannot ſtop the 
Mouths of Men, they will be Judging and Con- 
demning you, and fay you are flefhly given, 


and live in Uncleanneſs, but you need not re-- 


gard their Calumnies as long as you live ac- 
cording to God in the Spirit, cleanſing your 
ſelves from all filthineſs both of the Fleſh and 
Spirit. 

| and Love, 2 Cor.13.11. Livein Peace, and 
the God of Love and Peace ſhall be with you : It's 
great Matter of Lamentation, that ſuch as have 
Chritt in them,ſhould live ſo Uncharitably and 
Contentiouſly, and all through ſmall differences 
about Words, and Geſturesz and that o_- 


- 3. See that you live Charitably, in Peace | 


ry ſid 
this tc 
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Minute things ſhould cauſe ſuch diſtances, e- 
ſtrangements, and unkindnefles amongſt them. 
I am {ure this ought not ſo'ro be : Thoſe that 
are right in the main, ought to hold Commu- 
pion one with another, and that in Peace and 
Love, bearing one with another in. things 


{ wherein they differ, Phzl. 3.15, 16. Kom. 14. 


begin. Andit's certain alio, that Chrift makes 
jt one of the Characters of a true Chriſtian, zo 
Love the Brethren, 1 John g. 14. And that 
Love is full of Charity, and Kindneſs and For- 
bearance, and hides many faults. And why 
ſhould there not be a fair Correſpondency, 
where there is a vital Inſpiration by the {elf 
ſame Spirit ? 
4+ See that you live Contentedly, Heb. 13. 
5- Let your Converſation be without Covetouſ- 
neſs, and be Content with ſuch things as you have. 
q. d, Keep your Hearts free from the Love of 
the World, and the Cares, Fears and Diſcon- 
tents that thence ariſe, and be Content with 
Gods allowance; for God is with you, and 
will never leave you, nor forſake you; if Chriſt 
be in and with you by his Spirit, then the 
Comforter is at hand in all ſad Caſes to Com- 
fort and Support you, and this ſhould Stil}, 
Quiet and Content our Spirits, and preſerve you 
from Ditcontentednefs ; if Chriſt his Being in 
the Soul will not Content him, ſurely nothing 
will do it, 2 Cor. 4. 8. We are troubled on eve- 
ry ſide, yet not Diſtreſſed, And how comes 
this to paſs ? ſee wer. 9, That the Life of Feſus 


may 
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may, be-: manifeſted in,our Body ;, that. is,. that; 

oar-Lives:\may beiconformable to his Liſe in 
tubmiflive Sufferings, and that it may be ma- 
nifeſt;- that, the Life'that we live is: the Life of 
Jeſus-Chiift, that he lives in us, and that by 
him. we live, and that contenzedly under all; 


our Calamities. 


. $: Seethat youlive Comfortably and Cheer-. | 
fully, in the Conſideration that Chriſt lives in; 
and with you. A Mczlanchally droopyng Life 
is-a great Reflection upon Religion, and upon. 
Chrift himſelf, and an occaſion of ſtumbling. 


unto, many. And will you carry ito, asif you 
{erved a hard Maſter? none have more Reaſon 


to live Chearfully and Joyfully, than you that 


have Chriſt mn you, the Hope, of Glory - Such 
as you are called upon by God himlfelf to re- 
joice in the Lord always, and.to be of good 


Comfort, and that under the troubles of the 


World ; you need not to be troubled at your 
troubies, but may and ought under your Crol- 
fes ro Comfort:your ſelves in Chriſt, in your 
Union with him, in your Intereſt in him, and in 
your Enjoyment of him: and that becauſe he 
$51n you Inceſfanily, Interceſfiyely, Intepara- 
bly and Incombently : He is in you, 

(1.): Inceffantly, in you and alway 1n you, 
when you perceive it not, when he hides his 
Face, and ſeems to. be withdrawn, and you 
conclude he.is quite. departed from you ; yet 
themhe is with you, Fob 14. 16, The Spirit 
ebideth with yau,: and ſhall abide with you for 

K- ever : 


J 


Souls to him”: 


_ on to his Will: 


' abide with you for ever. 


"The Hepe of Glory: . In 


ever : As a viratprinci ple: to preſerve and keep 


you from Apoftaty 3 andis riot this ONE: 
ble, -and's" furs Hope of Glory? (+11 

(2) Invercelſively : [Chriſt in Heaven. 
your inteft 


Chriſt ard your" Souls, Rom. 8, 26, 27. The 
Spirit pleads Chriſts caufe with us, and ftands 


vp for Chriſt againſt the Fleſh; t# it pleads 


cur cauſe m'Prayer with Chrilt and the Father. 
The Spirit theh is in you a Spirir of Prayer and 


Supplication, and the Spirit of. Adoptiony. ena- | 


bling you to goto God boldly as to a reponci- 
led Father 'in''Chriſt, and 'to' pour our ;your 
17's Chriſt his Spirit in you that 
is the Spring of all your Holy Defires and Mo- 
tions God-ward : And-.that only that comes 
from the Spirit in you finds Acceptance: with 


God, for the Spirit moves you to ask what is 


apreeable to Gods Will, and with a Submilli- 
And you receive Anſwers. of 
Prayers in 'your ſpirits oft, in inward'Streng) 
and Conſolation from the Spirit of God within 


you. Suchas cry down the Spirit of Prayer, 


have need to take heed they do not deſpite to 
the Spirit of Grace. -.- 

(3.) Inleparably ; nothing c can ſever Chriſt 
and your Souls, Fohn 14. 16. The. _ ſhail 
And Yer, 17. He 
awelleth in you, and ſhall bein you; he ſhall be 
in you in-deſpite of all Oppoſttion : All the De- 
vils in Hell cannot with all their Exorciſms caſt 


the 


but-with God the Father, -and his 
'| Spirit within you is your lnterceſioar betwize = 


cnn ayy - 


40 Chriſt in us, E | 
the Spirit of God out of the Souls of his People : 
Satan may be diſpoſſeſſed, but the Holy Ghoſt 
cannot be diſpolleſt. He is in you, andſhall be in 
you;Bleſſed be God for this Promiſe;be is in you 


not as a Gueſt inan Inn to ſtay but for a Night, 
but as an Inhabitant to abide in you, and he will | 
ſecure his Poſſeſſion. And what a ſtrong Conſo- 


lation is this, once Chriſts, and always Chriſts! 


If Chriſt bein you, he will never depart from 


you; he may in ſome Caſes withdraw his viſi- 
ble Communion, but not his Union: And as 
to Communion, he departs in the Souls Appre- 
henfion, but that is no real departure. 

(4+) Incumbently ; as one in Office to over- 
'fee your Souls, 1. Per. 2. laſt. Te were as Sheep 
going alt ray, but are now returned to the Shep- 
berd and Biſhop of your Souls. Chriſt is the 
great Archbiſhop of the Soul, and he is no 
'Non-reſident, but Incumbent in the Soul, as a 
Biſhop is in his. Dioceſs ro rule and govern the 


ſame, or as a'Pilat in a Ship to guide it, or as | 


the Soul in the Body to aGtuate and animate 
it. It's his Office ro Counſel, Conduct, 
Confirm and Comfort his People, and he is 
faithful in his Office: You tee what Com- 
forts you may fuck out of this Honycomb: 
Oh Mind them much, that you may live com- 
fortably upon them in this bad World. Do 
not pore too much upon your Troubles, but 
oft call to Mind the Comforts that belong to 
you, and live joyfully in Hope of Glory. 


Doct: 


Hope. 


The Hope of Glory 47 


EF Dot: Ie is Chrif within us, that is our 
Hope of Glory: 1; John 5. 12. He that bath the 
Son bath Lift, fo he thatrhath not the Son, hath 


not Life. Vitam gratiein re, & Vitam glorig in 


1 ſpe.: He that hath- Chriſt, -hath the Life of 


Grace -in-reality, - and the Life of Glory in 
In the Doctrinal part, for the Infor- 
mation of-your Judgments, and [Illuſtration of 
this great Truth, I ſhall give a brief Account 
of the Glory here ſpoken of, the Hope of Glo- 
ry, and'then prove that it's Griſ in us #w0r 


[2 vur Rh of Glory, - 
| Que t. What Glory. is this bers ſakes 


Anſw. There is the Glory of the World, 

and that is Fading and Tranſitory : And. there 
{is the uncreated Glory of the moſt High, and 
that is incompfehenſible: And there is the Glo- 


. ry of the Saints in Heaven, and that is in Ri- 


ches invaluable; but thisis the Glory that 1 am 
now to ſpeak of. And who can give an. aC- 
count of this fo great and amazing Glory ? A 
full-account cannot be expected, yet there is a 
Glimpſe and but a Glimpſe thereof given us in 
the Goſpel : And as far as it is revealed, fo 
far we may endeavour a Diſcovery, And in 


_ the Goſpel, it is ſet forth in its Properties and 


Priviledges. And of | FT 
(1.) The Properties of this Glory. The 

Term Property if ſtriftly taken, is unapt and 

impro- 


a8 Chriſt in as, 


improper ; 


and if you pleaſe, you may lay it 


afide;and inſtead thereof pur” the Praiſzsthar are 


given by God to: this Glory : 


It 1s. called an 


Unlearchable; Unchangeable, Unodnorirame, 


and an Uncorruprible Gloxy. 


-  14.10s an Unſearchable Glory, Fub g; 9s | 
God doth 'oreat things and. unſearchable. ; And 
his Glorifying tuch, worthlets. worths as the | 
Children of Men are;.is one of the great un- 
ſearchable things that he doth for che: Glory of 


his great Name: 


Alas!. where ſhall we ſearch 


fora foll diſcovery of the Glory ol;the-Saints 
in Heaven? The Book of Nature, and: the - 


Book of the Scripture, give but a 
Dark account of it. 


Pim and 
And were we admitted 
to take a view in the Court of Heaven, and* 


enabled to bear it,. it might dazle our Eyes 
and- raviſh our Hearts, 'but we could not ſee 
Into its:/Nature; nor ſearch our its Splendour, 
nor utter what: we law of ths unlearchable 


Glory. - 
. 2.:It's an Unchaigeable Glory, 


the Glory | 


of the Sun may be Eclipled, and the Glory of 
Princes ob'cured;z -but the Glory of the Saints 


in Heaven cannot be changed: 


1 Pet, I. 24+ 


The Glory of Man is as the Flower of Graſs : 
:Tharif ic be not nipt .before ripe, yet, then it 
withers .and drops off into the Portion of 


. Weeds; 


but the Word of the Lord .endureth 


for ever, and the Glory of Heaven is eſtabliſh- 
ed by a Immutable, Irrevocable Decree of 
"the e:Lord of Hoſts. ©: 5 ©: 
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. It's an Unconceiveable Glory, 1 Cor. 
2.9. Eye hath not ſeen, nor Ear heard, aber 
have entered into the Heart of Man, the things 
which God hath prepared for them that love bim. 
The Glory thar is prepared in Heaven for the 
Elett, is beyond the reach of a finite Under- 
andine: The Saints in Heaven, that have 
he | Glory in Poſſeſſion, do wonder at their own 
un- | Glory,as nor being able to comprehend the R1- 
; of || ches of it; the leaſt Jewel that belongs to a- 
ch | "y Crown of Glory is invaluable. Oh the dif- 
ints | ference that is betwixt the Glory of the Crowns 
the || of Earthly Kings, and the Glory of a Crown 
and | of Giory : All the Glory of the World united 
ted || together is but a bauble, or a ſingle Chaff, if 
and* | compared to 1t. 
yes | 4. It'san Incorruptable Glory, 1 Cor. 9.25. 
fee | {hey ftrive for Maſtery to obtain a corruptible 
Zur, | Crown, but we on incorruptible, All Worldly 
ble. Glory. is fading, this never fades; nay, this 
| Fading corruptible Body of a Saint muſt at the 
ory | Reſurreion put on Incorruption, and be Glo- 
y of || rified according to the Pattern of Chriſt his 
ints | G/orious Boay, Phil. 3. laſt. And both Soul 
2.4. | and Body united, live for ever in Glory: 
aſs : | And what an Excellency doth this Word Eter- 
n it | rity put upon this Glory ; to live in Glory 
1 of | forthe Ternr of a whole and long Life 1s ex- 
reth | traordinary : Burt to live in ſuch Glory to all 
liſh- | Eternity ; Oh how Excellent is this ! Surely 
> of |the Glory weare {peaking of is not to be ſlight: 
_ | ed; eſpecially if we further coyſider,| 
It's D (2.) The 


48 Chriſt in as, ._ 
improper ; and if you pleaſe, you may lay it 
afide,and inſtead thereof pur the Praiſes that are 
given by God to this Glory : It is called an 
Unſearchable, Unchangeable, Unconceivable, 
and an Uncorruprible Glory... 

. - 1: IPs an Unſearchable Glory, Fab 5. 9% 
God doth oreat things and unſearchable. And 
his Glorifying iuch worthlels worrhs as the 
Children of Men are, is one of the great un- 
{ſearchable things that he doth for the! Glory of 
his great Name. Alas! where ſhall we ſearch 
fora full diſcovery of the Glory ofthe Saints 
in Heaven? The Book of Nature, and the 
Book of the Scripture, give but a Dim and 
Dark account of ir. And were we admitted 


to take a view-in the Court of Heaven, and” 


enabled to bear it, it might dazle our Lyes 
and. raviſh our Hearts, but we could not fee 
into its Nature; nor ſearch out its Splendour, 
nor utter what we law of thys unſearchable 
Glory. 

. 2. It'san Lnckaigenble Glory, the Glory 
of the Sun may be Eclipled, and the Glory of 
Princes o>'cured; but the Glory of the Saints 
in Heaven cannot be Changed: 1 Pet. 1. 24+ 
The Glory of Mantis as the Flower of Graſs : 
Thar if ir. be not nipt before ripe, yet. then it 
; Withers .and drops off into the Portion of 
| Weeds; but the Word of the Lord endureth 
for ev er, and the Glory of Heaven is eſtabliſh- 
ed by 3h Immurable, Irrevocable Decree of 


-the:Lord of Hoſts. 
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The Hope of Glory. 49 

3. It's an Unconceiveable Glory, 1 Cor. 
2.9. Eye hath not ſeen, nor Ear heard, nenher 
have eiitered into the Heart of Man, the things 
which God hath prepared for them that love him. 
The Glory that 1s prepared in Heaven for the 
Elect, ts beyond rhe reach of a finite Under- 
ſtanding: The Saints in Heaven, that have 
Glory 1n Policfion, do Wonder at their own 
Glory,as not being abtie to comprehend the R1- 
ches of it; the Jeaſt Jewel thar belongs to a- 
ny Crown of Glory tis invaluable. Oh the dif- 
ference that is betwixt the Glory of the Crowns 
of Earthly Kings, and the Glory of a Crown 
of Gi-ry : All the Glory of the World united 
together is buta bauble, or a fingle Chat, if 


compared to 1t. 


4. It's an Incorruptable Glory, 1 Cor. 9.25. 
i hey ftrive for Maſtery to obtain a corruptible 
Crown, but we an incorruptible, All Worldly 
Glory 1s fading, this never fades; nay, this 
Fading corrupttible Body of a Saint muſt at the 
Reiurrection put on [ncorruption, and be Glo- 
ried according to the Pattern of Chriſt his 
Glorious Boay, Phil. 3. taſt. And both Soul 
and Body united, live for ever in Glory : 
And what an Excellency doth this Word Eter- 
nity put upon this Glory ; to live in Glory 
for the Term of a whole and long Life is ex- 
traordinary : But to live in ſuch Glory to all 
Eternity ; Oh how Excellent is this! Surely 
the Glory weare ſpeaking of is not to be ſlight- 
ed; eſpecially if we further conſider,] 
D (2.) The 


Chriſt in us, 
(2.) The Priviledpes of it : 
The Prerogatives of the Crown of Glory 
are moſt Rich and Royal Prerogatives. Eve- 
ry Crown hath its Prerogatives, but the Pre- 
rogatives of the Crowa of Glory 'are extraor- 
dinary precious Prerogatives, and all the Saints 


enjoy them, and- that without any encroach- 
ment, hazard or forfeiture. Let us take notice. 


of ſome of them : | 
1. Great Changes both in the Form and Fa- 


ſhion of the Body, and-alſo' in the Frame and. 


- Faculties of the Soul, beyond our preſent Ap- 


what we ſhall be, VIZ. 


appear, either to our Sight or Knowledge, 


yet it appears that it will be ſuch a State of Per-. 
 fection both of Body and Soul, as will make 
us like onr glorified Head, and will make us. 
capable of {eeing and holding Communion with | 
That when C hriſt ; fhall 6 
foal appear, we ſhall be like him, for we ſhall. 
And by this it appears, that. 
the Body of the Saints muſt be greatly refined. 


him : We know ( fays he ) 
ſee him as he 1s. 


and ſpiritualizedto be fitted for glorified Souls: 


Theſe earthly Tabernacles that now are but 
Priſons to our Souls, and by the Rraitneſs of. 
the Orpganous render the Soul uncapable of 
putting forth ſuch Operations as their noble 


Natures are capable of ; and by their feeble- 
neſs cannot bear an expreſs of Joy without 
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prehenfions, 1 Fobn 3,2. It doth not appear _ 


Neither by Reaſon nor - 
Revelatjon ; but though this great change that 
will be made in glorified Saints doth not fully 


them 
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overcoming the Vital Spirits, 1 Cor« 15. 54: 
Theſe Frail Bodies (Hay ) will then be made 


Immortal and [ncorruptible, and {o Active and 


Powerful as to be able to bear fuch Impreſſions 
as now they are wholly unable to bear: And alfa 


S Ef the natural Faculties of the Soul will be won- 
-N-"Yf derfolly enlarged : That fo in Union with the 


Body they may be made meet for an Eternity 
of Praiſes, and for thoſe beatifical Viftons 
which chey muſt alway behold,: And both 
TE Soul and Body then united, will be covered 


E wich ſuch a Mantle of Glory, as will make 


Y them not only amiable, but as will exceed the 
Wsun in irs Splendor 3 ar. 28. 3. It's faid the 
KAngel that appeared art the Reſurrection of 
Chriſt, Had « Conntenance like the Lightning < 
And fpiritual glorified Bodies are to be like 


- YAngels, Mark 12.25. 


Y 2. The next Priviledge of ſuch as ate glori- 
Bfied, is Gladneſs and triumphant Joy without 


Nt Fintermiſſion, interruption or diminution : They 


Efiall enjoy fulneſs of Joy. All the Joys chat 


#* they enjoy on this fide Heaven are but a taſte of 


Fthar full Cup of Conlolation that they ſhall 
Pthere be always drinking of, Some on this 
ide Heaven enjoy Joys unſpeakable and full 
Fo! Glory, as much as frail Nature can bear ; 
Fand fo munch as for the prelent weakens them, 


ln ſo much as ihey are ready to ſink under 


Fhem ; bur theſe foretaſtes of Heaven are but 
as drops compared tothe Fountain, when com- 


108* Fred with the Joys:of Heaven. . The Joys of 
———  Heaver 
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62 _ - Chriſt in-us, 
Heaven are ſo great, that Heaven is called 


Joy it ſelf, Mat. 25. 21. Enter into the Foy of 


thy Lord, Heaven is Joy inthe abſtract, and. 
luch as go to Heaven enterinto Joy : As he that 


enters into a Bath is preſently compaſſed with 


Water ; So 1s he that enters into Heaven ſaur- 


rounded with Joy 3 yea filled with Joy : Asa | 


Veſſel that is put into a Fountain is preſently 
to full of Water. 


Heaven ? Whar is this Valley of Tears to that 
Palace of Joy ? 

3. Grace without the leaſt Impertection. 
Here the People of God are daily complaining 
of their Sins, the ſtrength of Sin and the 
weaknels of Grace fill them full of Complaints : 
Bur there will be no occaſion of theſe complaints 
in Hexven, there is no Sin but perfect Holi 
neſs; The Spirits of juſt Men are there made 
perfet, Heb. 12. 23, And Oh how ſweet 
muſt thoſe Praifes be, in which there 1s no 
mixture of Sin ! And in what a ſteady frame 
maſt the Souls of thoſe be in that are in a ſin- 
lefs Condition, and partake of ſuch a meaſure 
of the Spirit, that caſts and keeps out all Sin! 
How exact, ſpiritual, lively and Joyfal mult 
ſuch be in all their Services! How Concor- 
dant and Delightful will their Converſe and 
Communion be one with another ! What man- 
ner of *Perſons are glorified Saints, that njo) 

FR” x tne 


Whilſt on Earth the Peo+-. 
ple of God have much ſorrow, and but little 
Joy many times, but in Heaven they (hall have 
no Sorrow but all Joy : What then is Earth to 
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the fear of God, and the Love of God in Per- 
fecion ? what rare Services, and with what 
enlarged Hearts do they always performthem ? 
No Wearinels, no Diſtractions, no Diſcom- 


 poſedne!s ar all in' their Souls, but always full 


of Life and Delight in their heavenly employ- 
ments ! | ON 
4. God, Chriit, and the Spirit in Viſion and 
Fruition, without the leaſt Interpoſition or \In- 
termiſſion : This is the richeſt Jewel that 'be- 
longs to the Crown of Glory, and that which 


Crowns their Glory ; and now iweet-and de- 


licate muſt this needs be ? Oh what Blefſed 
fights are always beheld in Glory, that delight 
the Eyes and raviſh the Hearts of all Behold- 
ers! Oh whata fort of Communion will the 
Communion of Saints in Heaven be, both with 
themſelves and with the Trinity! What Poor 
things are the Pleaſures of the World, compa- 


© red to the delights of Heaven! What a dull 
-£ thing is it ro be in the Courtsof Princes towards 
I what it is to be in the Court of Heaven ! God 
'J is the Center and Felicity of the Soul, and for 


the Soul to live for ever in the full Fruition of 


{| God and Chriſt, how ſweet muſt it be! Chriſt 
Jin the Heart is comfortable, but Chriſt in Hea- 


ven is beſt of all, yea all in all. Thus I have 


| piven you a Glimple of Heaven, and though 


It be but a-Glimpſe, yet it's enough to let an 


[Edge upon our AﬀeCtions, and to beget in us 


longing after this heavenly Inheritance. 


Ds | Queſt. 
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Queſt. 2. What is' this Hope of Glory bhertÞ witt 
ſpoken of ? i late 
 Anſw. I will give yon an Aceount both of | Thi 
the Nature, and of the Neceflity of this Hope 
of Glory ; that yon may be the better pcquaint. 
ed both with che Grace and with the uſeful. 
neſs of it. And = 
" (1. Of the Nature of it. 

This I will lay before you in two Couples, tg 
help your Memories the better to retain them.” 

1. This Hope of Glory is a ſtil] and a ſted- 
faſt Hope. (1.) A till Hope under delays of l 
Mercy 3 it's quiet and ſtill, and fuppreſſeth in- 
ward fretting and vexing at theſe delays ; whenſ 
the Soul begins to be diſquier, ir checks it and 
Rills it, Pſal. 4.2. laſt. Why art thou caſt down, 
O my Soul, Hepe in God! Art thou in Hope of 
Glory ? Deſpondnot then at the troubles off Hop 
this Life, it will not be long but all thy trou- hold 
ble will be over ; and a time or rather an Eter-| men 
nity of Triumph will come: Therefore be opp! 
ſil], do not murmur nor fret. (2.) A ſted-ſ| viſib 
faſt Toe, hence it's called the Anchor of the] Sun 
Soul, Heb.6. 1g. Which Hope we have as an gain 

Anthor of the Soul, both ſure and ſtedfaſt :} on t! 

When the Soul is beſtormed and in danger off forn 
 Shipwrack, toſt upon the Waves of Troubleſ hold 

and Temptation, it cleaves to the Promiſe, and] enco 

preſerves the Soul from being daſht againſt the] 3.6. 

Rock of Diſtruſt and Deſpair. The Anchor] (: 

doth not adhere to the Water, but to the Earth] uſeft 

under the Water : So this Hope 1s not conmeny not! 
oe | wit 
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with viſible things, but penetrates further, and 
laies hold on God and Chriſt, and Coleſtial 
Things, and ſticks and adheres unto them, 

2, This Hope of Glory is a Lively and 
Laſting Hope. (1.) A lively Hope, andis fo 
called 1 Per, 1. 3. It makes the Soul Active 
and Lively in Duty ; it's nota dead Hope, but 
a living Hope thart lives in the Soul, as a Viral 
Principle to animate it againſt the Diſaſters of 
this frail Life. It lives by Faith upon the. Pro- 
miles of the Life to come; the Objects of this 


| Hope are not the good things of this Life, but 


of the Life to come : Theſe the Eye of Faith 


"makes vifible to the Soul, and Hope lives in 


ExpeCtation of, and the Soul through Hope 
puts forth lively Operations, and ſerves the 
Lord with Life and Vigour. (2.) A Laſting 
Hope, it continueshoping, and holds on, and 
holds out tothe end; it meets with diſcourage- 
ments from Sin and Satan, which ſometimes 
opprels it and keep it under, that it makes no 
viſible appearance in the Soul ; but it like the 
Sun diſperſeth theſe Clouds, and diſcovers a- 
gain its radiant Beams, by caſting it's Eye up- 


on the faithfulneſs of God, and calling to Mind 


former Experiences; and thus this Hope up- 
holds it ſelf, and keeps its ground apainſt- all 
encounters, and remains firm to the End, Heb. 


3.6. 
_.(2:) Of the Neceſlity of this Hope. It's a 
uſeful and needful Grace, that a Chriſtian canr- 


not live without ; it is very necellary : 
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1. To help us in our _ for it mightily 
farthers and promotes it. 
work to do in'the World, weighty work that 
is not to be neplected. We are to work out 
our Salvation with Fear and Trembling ; and 
there is the work of Faith, and the works of 


Righteouinels, and all che works of our general 


Calling to be done by us: And he that works 


| notin Hope makes bur poor work of it, he will 
irs the Hope 


be quickly weary of his work ; 
of a good Crop that makes the Husbandman 
Labour hard in Seed- time ; he Plows and Sow- 
eth in Hope, and its Hope that Spurs him on, 


and encourageth him 1n his Work. Soirtis the 


Hope of Glory thar carries 2 Chriſtian through 
his Work, As 24. 16. Herein do 1 exerciſe 
my ſelf. fays Pau! : Wherein was it that he was 
lo diligent, i; Religious Exerciſes ? why it 
was it Hopes of a joyful Relurrection, ver, 


. I have Hope towards God of the joyt; ful Re-: 


Rorition of the Fuſt : And in Hop: thereof ] 
endeavour to be 'of hat number, exerciſing my 


felf in works of Halineſs an Righreouinels, 
1 Cor. 15. laſt. Avound in the Works of ths 


Les, foraſmuch as you know that your Labour 
7s not tn vain in the Lord ;, q.d. You know your 


Labour ſhall be rewarded, and livein Hope of 
Glory ; and is it for you to Loiter ? No, no, 


your Hopes of Glory is given you to help on 
your Labour, that you may abound in the 
Works of the Lord. 


2. Tohelpus in our Warlare for it fortt- 


fies 


We have much 


The Hope of Glory. | 


fies the Soul, and is as needful as Arms are for 
Souldiers. We are all Sonldiers under Chriſt 
the Captain of our Salvation, and fight againſt - 
his Enemies: And this Hope 1s one of our 
ſpiritual Weapons : It's our Helmet, 1 Thepſ. 
5. 8. Put on for a helmet the hope of Salvay, 
tion : It hath both the-Ule and Force of a 
Helmet. As a Helmer faves the Head and 
Heart, and ſtands berwixt them and danger : 
So our Hope of Glory doth in the time of 
Temptation. ſtand berwixt the Soul and 
the danger, and put by the ſtrokes of the 
Tempration. -When the Soul is aſſaulted, 
its Anſwer to the Temptation is; No, no, if * 
] yeild I ſhall daſh my Hope of Glory : 


| God hath promiied Glory to ſuch as hold 


out againſt Temptations, and I live in Hope 
of Glory, and prize my Hope of Glory, 


. and will not for the Pleatures of Sin that are 


but for a moment hazzard the loſs of this 
Glory : 1 am Chriſts Soaldier, and ſhall 1 
hoht againſt my own Captain, and him with 
whom | hope to live in Glory ;/ away Satan, 
its not for one that lives in Hope of Glory, - 
and finds and feeis the ſweetneſs thereof, in 
his own \Soul, to have any fellowſhip- with 
the unfruitful works of Darkoelgs 

3. To help us in our Wants: #6r it fits us 
for ſupplies : We are needy Creatures, alway 
in want, and God hath- made plentiful provi- 
fion for the ſupply of our wants if we hope 1n 
him, and promiſed ſuch to ſupply all cheir need, 

accord- 
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us, Pſa. 31. laſt,. Be of good Courage, attd he ſhall 
ſtrengthen your hearts, all ye that hope ti the 
Lord : Thongh ye be weak and need ſtreng- 
 thening, and he under heavey Burthens, 
and ' want ftrength to bear them; yet be of 
go0d Conrage, God will ſtrengthen your 
hearts, Pſal. 147 12. The Lord takes - plea- 


ſure in thoſe that hope in bis mercy : And] 


are they the Objeds of his Delight ? then ſure- 
ly he will look after them, and take notice 
of their needs, and give them ſeaſonable ſup- 
plies, and hear and anſwer the Prayers that 
they put up for theſe ſupplies. Such as pray 
in hope are fure to ſpeed, for hope redownds 
much to the Glory of God : Ir implies an ac- 
knowledment of his faithfulneſs and alſuffici- 
ency, and 1t puts the Soul ina watting Frame, 


and meets mercy with a thankful Heart; 


and therefore Ged doth take Pleaſure in ſuch, 
and in ſhewing mercy to ſuch, Now lay 
theſe thinps together, and you will fee both 
what hope God expeCcts from you, and why 
' you are to exerciſe Hope, and of what uſe 
this precious Grace is : God expects that your 
- hope be of the right kind, a till and iedfaft 
Hope, a livelgand laſting Hope, grounded up- 
on the inde 
faichfulneſs in his Promiſes made to ſuch Souls, 
and fuch a-hope as this,, is a mighty great help 


'to the Soul both in its Work, in its War- 


Fare, and in all irs Wants. And now I pro- 
| ceed 


mg of Chriſt in the Soul and his. 


Chrift in us, l 
according to his Riches in Glory by Chriſt Je- 


" ceed to the Proof of the DoGtrine. 
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3 Queſt. How doth it appear that Chriſt in 
us 5s our Hope of Glory? 

Anſw. Though few mind it, yet all ſhall ../ 
know at the great Day, that this DoGtrine 
is a great Truth; and if we will ſubmit our 
judgments to the Standard of Truth, the in- 
falltble Word of God, it will convince us, 


| and clearly inform us, that it's Chriſt in us 


that is our Hope of Glory. 

1+ The Proviſoes we find in the ACts of 
Oblivion recorded in the Word, exempt all 
ſuch from mercy as receive not Chriſt by 
Faith into their Souls, and fo excludes them 
from all Hope of Glory. There are Acts of 
Grace in the Goſpel that grant pardon, and 
promiſe Glory to all penitent Believers that 
receive Chriſt by Faith into their Souls, and 
conſent and ſubmit to his Scepter : And upon 


theſe Acts of Grace our Hope of Glory is - 


built as upon a Foundation; But theſe Acts of 

Grace have Proviloes that exempt out of. 

mercy and favour ſuch as. continue in im- 
penitence and unbelief, and in diſobedience 
to the Goſpel, and tell ſuch that itis in vain 
for them ( whilſt ſuch) to Hope for Glory : 

But in that Eſtate, they can expect no mer- 
cy, for God hath exempted them in the ACts 
of Grace, 1 Cor. 6.9, 10. Be not deceived, 
nither fornicators, nor Idolaters, Qc. ſhall in- 
berie the Kingdom of Heaven. Glory is pro- 
miſled to ſome, but ' groſs Sinners axe m— 
ed : 
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If any amongſt you lead wicked Lives, and 


known to them that they are deceived, they 
do but deceive thenifelves by thus hoping, 
| ſuch ſhall not inheric the Kingdom of Hea- 
ven: If they live and dye in their Sins, they 
live and die without an Intereſt in Chrift, and 


F 


| been ſuch, and are changed and converted, 


Glory : Such as do continue in a tate of.Sin, and 
are neither Juſtified nor SanCtified, do vainly 
, _expectto be Glorifed. 

 ' 2. The Promiſes that we find in the ſaid 
| Acts of Grace, and the perſons to whom 
theſe Promiſes are made, do prove the truth 
of this Doctrine: We find a ptant of mer- 
cy in the Acts of Grace, and Chriſt promt- 
ſing to Save ſome from the Wrath to come, 
and to receive them into Glory : But who 
are the Perſons concerned in this Grant, that 


' Nor to Sinners as Sinners, but to. Penitent 
Simners, to ſuch Sinners, and to all ſuch, and 
io none bur ſuch, as come to Chrift in the 
path of the Promiſe with penitent Hearts, and 


receive him by Faith inro their. Souls, to 
dwell with chem by his Grace and Spirit, 
and reign in and over them; to all theſe he 

pro- 


} 


ed: The Apoſtle thus Treats the Cormthians; 


hope to go to Heaven in their Sins, be it 


ſhall} be ſhut out of Heaven, but if any have . 


from Sin to Chriſt, let ſuch live in Hope of 


are the ſubjects of this Grace, and to whom 
the Promiſe is made ? it is not to all Sinners, . 


accept of him upon his own Terms, and - 
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promiſes Pardon here, and Glory hereafter. 


And ſuch as are of this Number ought to 
live'in Hope of Glory, becauſe they. find the 
conditions of the Promiſes in themſelves, and 
have Chriſt in them, whoſe inbeing in. the 
Soul is 'the ground of all true Hope. of Glo- 
ry. . True Hope muſt have a word of Pro- 


3 mile from God for its Foundation, Pſac: 130. 


5. 1 wait for the, Lord, my Soul doth. wait, 
ana in his Word do I hope: 1o hope for thar 


- which: we have 'no Promiſe from God for, is 


an Act of preſumtion, we mutt be able to give 
an account of the reaſon of our Hope, 1 Pee. 3. 
15; and he can give no reaſon of his Hope that 
cannot produce a Promiſe for what he hopes 
for, and prove his Title to that Promiſe, and 
he cannot prove his Title to the Promile any 
other way than by making out the perform- . 


ance of the Condition of the Promiſe. 


3. The practiſe and method that God takes in 
ſaving Souls by Chriſt proves the Doctrine, 
Phil, 4. 19. My God (hall ſupply all your wants, 
according to his riches in Glory, by Chriſt. Our 
Souls are by nature very needy, they need 
Light, and Life, and Liberty : Now God by 
Chriſt ſupplies all their need, and this is the 
way appointed by him, and the method he 
uleth in ſaving Souls : It's by Chriſt that he 
ſupplies all their need, they need Juſtificaticn, 
Adoption and Sanctification, in order. to Sal- 
vation, all thefe needs he ſupplies by Chriſt , 
they need his Spirit, to Sanctify, Solace, 
Ba 54 Support 
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| 7 Chriſt ” AS, 
Support, and to Guardignd Guide them in the 
way to Heaven : Chriſt by his Spirit comes 
and takes poſſeffion of their Souls, and there 
dwells to ſupply their Need :: He then that 
wants, the Spirit, hath not his need fupplied, 
but remains under ſuch Needs as muft needs 
' be ſupplied in order to Salvation 3 and un- 
der thele Needs cannot live in true Hope of 
Glory. If he hope for Glory in this his 
needy Condition, he hopes in vain : God will 
{ave none but in his own appointed way, and 


.# 


| Ot | 


he that will not be fo Saved, is ſure to go 


\ 


without it. > , | 
4- The. Product of all true Hope proves 
this Doctrine, if. we conſider, whence 
this hope ſprings, how it is wrought, and 
from whence it proceeds, let us Trace this 
Hope tothe Spring-head where it ariſeth, and 
then it will clearly appear to us that it's Chriſt 
in the Soul that is the Hope of Glory: Tho' 
Chriſt be the Object of Chriſtian Hope, and 
his Hope of Glory proceed from his Recon- 
_ ciliation with God by Chriſt, yer it's Chriſt 
in a Chriſtian that is the evidence of his re. 
conciled Eſtate, and the ſenſe and manifeſta- 
tion of this to rhe Soul-aſſures him that it 
is not in vain that he hopes for Glory. In 
a word : Ir's this that with affurance enables 
to live in Hope of Glory ; Heb. 6.11. We 
deſire that every one of you ſhew the ſame 
diligence to the full. aſſurance of Hope : Here 
1s Hope, and the aflurance of Hope, and Is 
"oat 


ble by him. chat enjOYs Chriſt i in himſelf; I's 
upon. evidence of this, that he aſſuredly hopes 
for Glory... | 
1. This flenceth all the fears and doubts of 
the Soul, about its eternal Eſtate, TW Spi- 
rits firſt work is to convince of Sin, and by 


conviction to. awaken the Conſcience, and 


cauſe it to charge Sin home upon the Soul, 


to. make the Soul apprehenſive of its dan- 


ger, and to fear.and tremble ; Then the Spi- 


ric converts the Soul from Sin, and perſwades 
and enables it to « mbrace Chriſt freely offer- 
ed- in the Goſpel, and hereupon Chriſt by 
his Spirit takes up his abode in the Soul, 

and afrer ſome time lets the Soul ſee the 
change it hath wrought. in him, and the Fooc- 
ſteps of Chriſt in his own Soul, whereupon 
all a and doubts vaniſh : And as Paul ſays, 
Heb. 10. 2. They have no more Conſcience 
of Sin ; Conſcience is pacified, and ceaſeth 
from accuſing and — them of their 
Sins. 

2. This fer up hope in the Soul, . and 
the . Soul ſees ir (elf in a hopeful Conditi- 
on, and rejoyceth in Hope of Glory, Rom. 

. 2, And Paul tells us, v. 4. How this comes 
to paſs, and whar breeds Th joyful Hope, 
and . whence it Springs, It's experience that 
breeds this Hope ; the experience that the 
Soul hath in it ſelf of Gods goodnefs in ſet- 
ting up Chriſts Kingdom in the Soul : 9 

| nds 


\ 
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finds ſomething of Chriſt in himſelf, ſome 
work of his'Spirit-thar hath brought him out 
of Darkneſs into Light, and-from hating and 
 oppoling Godlinels to Love .and embrace. it, 
and to pant afrer Chriſt above all; and it's 
this that breeds _this lively Hope, whereby 
the Soul lives in fure and ecrtain' Hope of 
Glory. _ 

-- 3, This ſatisfies ior that he 1 is1n a :uſtified 
Eſtate, acquired from Sin, and ingratiated by 


Chriſt into the favoyr of God: And he ts 


fare that the golden Chain cannor be broken, 


but that. whom God thus callety, he juſtifi : 


_ eth, and whom he juſtifies chem he glorifres, 


FI 8. 30, He finds 'em himlelf, the To- 


kens of Gods ſpecial Love, and is ſure that 
God'1s immutable, and whom he loves once 


heloves to the end; he feels his heart endear- 


ed ro Chriſt and Chriſtianity, and thar 
it's Chriſt by his Spirit in his heart that 
harh made this change in himſelf, and hence 
ſorings this Hope ot Glory. 

4. This ſhews him h1s Intereſt in the Pro- 
miles. Theſe Promiles he knows are ſecure 
and infallible, and he thar is an Heir of 
the Promiſe is an Heir of Heaven; and 
now argues thus with himſelf: If ] am an 
Heir'of the Promiſe, I am an Heir of Hea: 
ven: Now | am an Heir of the Promile, for 
| have the Condition of the Promles in my 
ſelf: Chriſt is formed in me, and therefore l 
"may: live in Hope of Glory. 1 ſee now 
_ my 


2 


that/l1 


hope | 


Hope: 
lorts © 
'#; 

with s 
all in 
ſhould 


agoriv 


deſcri 


JF not true Hopes ; 
"—ry dwells ouphr to live in Hope of Glo- 
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my former doubts were cauſeleſs, arid will 


cheriſh them no more, but live hereafter in 
ſure and certain Hope of Glory. Thus 1 


have cleared up. this Doctrine to you, and. 


Oh thar it may prove as ſweet to you in 
the reception as it was to me in my Medi- 
ations, and-that ſome doubting Souls may re- 


ceive a ſight of Chriſt in himſelf attended 


with” Hope of Glory. 


1. Vſe, Of Information. This Doctrine 


f plainly ſhews two Truths of great eoncern 


to us, viz. That all Hopes of Glory are 


and tharc all hearts in whom 


[ will ſpeak to both theſe deſignedly, to 
»H down falſe hopes that ruin thoulands, 
and to advance true hope in the hearts of 


Gods People, for their Comfort in this wick- 
ted World. | 


1. All Hopes of Glory are not true 
hopes. 
How many have we n—___ us in England 


that live in Hope of Glory, that have no irue 
hope in themlelves, nor any ground for their 


Hopes of Glory : 
pore ct People. 

. To Profeſſors, that profeſs Chriſtianity 
ohh 2 ſeeming integrity. and {eriouinels, but 


Te apply my ſelf to two 


Jall in hypoerifie. Leatt doubring fincere Souls 


ſhould fallely apply this to themſelves, and 1o 


the 


7 
Was # 
FM 


agorivate their dilcouragements, [ ſhall firſt EH 
JFelcribe the Hypocrite, and then lay open.) . 
E | 


66 Chriſt in us, 
the falſneſs of his Hope. That Profeſſor is 


an Hypocrite that for {elf-intereſt conforms. 
to the ourward exerciles of Chriſtianity, ang 


walks in the tract of the duties thereof, bur 
is a ſtranger to rhe inwards of duty, v!z. the 
enjoyment of Chriſt, and the exerciſe of 
Grace therein ; hath no regard to the inward 
man, hath nothing of the Image of Chriſtin 
the Soul, is wholly carnal and feniual, not ha- 
ving the Spirit, is altogether deſtitute of 1a. 
ving Grace: And as for his gifts, he uleth them 
for by ends, to quiet his Conſcience, to keep 
up his Name and Credit amongſt Chriſtians, or 
to curry favour with ſome that he hath a de- 


pendance upon. As for ſuch as labour under a 


trembling fear of hypocriſie, and bewail that 
partial hypocriſte they find in themſelves, and 


fight and pray zgainft it, they hereby give. 


tvch an evidence of their fincerity, as de- 


clares that they are of the number of true 


Chriſtians, and carnor be ranked amonglt 
Hypocrites, and their Fault lies not in ho- 


ping, but 'in the weakneſs of their Hope, I]. 


and oft in rejecing the Hope of Glory : But Þ[; 


the Hypocrite, tho' he be not in a hope- 
ful condivon, yer he is commonly full. of 


confidence, and cheriſheth falie hope in him- 
{elf ; but this Doctrine overthrows his hope : I. 


St tollitur cauſa tollitur effettus ; Take away 


the Caule, and the Effect ceaſeth: Now in 
theſe the experience of the ſaving work of | 
Grace” jn the heart is wanting, Chriſt was ne- | 


be 


( 
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ver formed in them, and therefore there can 
ng | >< "9 ſuch thing in them as any true Hope 
of Glory : And hence it is the Spiric of God 
he £i" the Word cries down the hope of the 
of | Hypocrite, and tells him that it is not ro be 
ira (eraſted co, bur that in vain they hope for 
Glory : Fob 8. 13, 14. {he Hypocrites Hope 
"all periſh —— His truſt ſhall be a Spiders 
[Veb; Spun out of a falle conceit of their own 
brains, and when the beſom of deſtruction 


em Re I: | . | 
vr, {comes, it fails and proves a Spiders Web , for 
2 weakneſs, and worth, and durance, 1t proves 


pf no value; Job 27.8. What ts the Hope” 
Wt the Hypecrite when God taketh away his 
har (#7? Then where 1s his hope ? Alas, he then 
ind $29s his nope curned' inco deſpair, and he 
What hoped tor Heaven is caſt down into Hell! 
Dh thele- falſe Hopes, how do they vaniſh 
Winder the greatelt needs of the Soul ? ſuch 
ome before God, like men to a Marker, 
yith Money enough in their Pocket that they 
ook for good, but proves counterfeit and 
Fill not pals, and {o they cannot ſupply any 
FW their need with it; So theſe hopes fails them 
hen they moſt need them, and will not paſs 
\Þr currant; their hopes of Glory have not 
grain of good in them, they are counter-= 
- Fit Coin, away with them. SE 

2, To prophane Wretches, that live ſcan- 
Falous Lives, wallow in wickednels, that 
J's would think that they could not precend 
q any hopes of Glory ; and yer I have mer 
E:—2 with 
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with many of theſe that feed themſelves | Nay 
with hopes of Glory : Though theſe hopes | Goc 
are the Childrens bread, yet thele Dogs | you 
ſnatch at them ; and they that are Poſting | g, 1 
towards Hell will not be brought to ſee their Job. 
Danger, but think they are going to Hea-| Dur 
ven. Oh you that live prophane Lives, and] je 7 
yer hope for Glory, hear what is faid of hal 
your hope, Fob 11. 20. The Hope of the wic.Þ then 
ked ſhall be as the giving up of the Ghoſt ; that that 
is, He that 1s ſeized with Death, and his] Ror 
Soul ready to expire, may as well hope tofÞ Sou! 
Live, as f{uch hope for Heaven in the State eſs 
they are in: Or their Hope is as the giving Yeng 
up of the Ghoſt, that is, as a puff of breath] bey. 
like the laſt puff of breath that a dying man] who 
puffeth when he leaves the World, that vaniſh-JÞ 0. 
eth in a moment : It's no more to be regarded fl. (- 
no more to be relied upen then ſuch a pufl. and 
And whenthe Wicked puff o»c their laſt breathſ] the | 
their breath and hope will vaniſh together: you 
Then adien to Breath, and aiicn to Hope your 
Oh ye that live in notorious Wickednelsf} you, 
and yet hope for Mercy from God { in thi Faitt 
State of Sin ) at your Death, give me leave thus, 
to expoſtulate with you a lictle about vyoury is fu 
hopes. ; 

(1.) What reqſon can you give for this hops 
that is in you? what Word of God have 
you met with to ground your hope on! 
Alas, alas, that you ſhould take up a nope 
that hath not one Word of God for its ſup 
P p90 
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port, but much againſt it in the Scripture : 
Nay, let me tell you, your hope is falle, or 
God himielf falſe in his Word ; reconcile 
your hope if you can to theſe Scriptures, Pſa. 
9.17. The wicked ſhall be turned into Hell. 
Job. 19+. 7. He (hall periſh for ever like his own 
Dung : Ia. 3. 11. Wo to the wicked, it ſhall 
be ill with him, for the reward of his hands 
ſhall be given him. la. 27. 11. He that made 
them ſhall not have mercy on them, and he 
that formed them (hall ſhew them no favour. 
Rom, 2. 9. Tribulation and Anguiſh upon every 
Soul that doth evil. 2 Thel. 1.7. 8. 9. The Lord 
Feſus ſhall be revealed from Heaven —— ta- 
Vengance on them that know not God, and 0- 
bey not the Goſpel of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, 
who ſhall be puniſhed with everlaſting Deſtrutti- 
0n. 

(2. What Right can you claim to Chriſt, 
and to Salvation by him ? he is a Saviour of 
the believer, and of none bar believers; if 
you ſay you believe, and therefore he is 


' your Saviour, then hear what Fames ſays to 


you, Fames 2.138, 19,20. Thy Faithis a dead 
Faith, and profits nothing, and this he proves 
thus, Faith without works is dead; thy Faith 
is ſuch a Faith, and therefore but a dead 


Faith. 


Obj. This Doftrine tends to deſpair, and 


leaves a Sinner without Hope, and therefore 4 
dangerous Doftrine. 


Anſw. It's the Doctrine of the Goſpel, 
3 : and 
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and tells you that there is no hope for you 
in a State of Sin ; and yet there is Hope; 
no Hope, and yer Hope : No Hope whilſt you 
cleave to your Sins, and prefer your Sins he. 
fore your Salvation: And yet Hope, if you 
turn true penitent Believers, Ezra 10. 2, 
There is hope in Iſraei : viz. For Sinners in 
caſe of Repentance : Ezek. 18. 30. Turn you 
from all your Iniquity, fo Iniquity ſhall no 
be your ruin, otherwite 1t will certainly ruin | 
you ; {o that Liſe and Death are ſer before you, l G6 
Wloatiba and Damnation ; Salvation in caſe of 

Repentance, but Damnation in caſe you live 
. and die without true Repentance, Now what 
will ye do in this Caſe ? will you be as you are, Þ qifc 
and doas youdo? then you remain hopeleſs; 
bat if you will tarn from all your Sins to God, 
and accept of Salvation by Chriit in Gods 
appointed way, then you may live tn Hopeſl jan 
of Glory, Heb. 6.18. Who have fled fr £,,, 
Refuge to lay hold upon the hope ſet beforeus:h þ;5, 


You lee there is a Refuge for you to flie to,afl ;qg 
Preftent, Patent, Poterit and permanent Re-K an 
fuge; and God is this Refuge, to him youſl| ,f 


mult flie, and that with ſpeed, by Faith andÞ , { 
Repentance, and in this way you may lay hola ſl wþ 
of this Hope ; whilſt you neglect or refale yie 
flying to this Refage, you have nothing toſl x,; 
do to lay hold of this Hope of Glory. I 
have now done with the firſt great truth that Gy 
this Doctrine informs us of, and enter up-E py 
on the Second. it 

X 2. All 
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2. All hearts in whom Chriſt dwells, ought 

to live in Hope of Glory. 
- Irs their Sin and ſhame that their Hope 
of Glory is 1{o low and little, and their fears 
and doubts ſa many and great; and there- 
fore I ſhall expoſtulate the cale with theſe, to 
convince them of their Sin in cheriſhing Un. 
belief, and to encourage them to ſure and 
certain Hopes of Giory. 

1. Are not you under the Commands of 
God, and his Sworn SubjeCfts ? how dare you 
then live in the daily breach of his expreſs 
Precepts? you dare not Swear, nor Lie, nor 
commit Adultery, becauſe theſe are Acts of 
diſobedience to the Lord your God, how then 
comes it to pats that you dare refnſe to 
hope in God, and to Act Faith in Cuſt ? 
are not thele commanded Duties ? Pſal. 121. 
laſt, Ler Iſracl hope in the Lord from hencc- 
forth and for ever. 1 John 3.23. This 1s 
his Commandment, that we ſhould betieve. Now 
judge in your felves, ought you not to give 
an univerſal Obedience to the Commands 
of God ? and is not a Command from God 
a {ufficient Warrant againſt ' Prelumption ? 


' why then do you exempt your ſelves from 
yielding Obedience to \the Commands of 


Faith and Hope ? 

2. Are you not under the Covenant of 
Grace ? and was it not made and Sealed on 
purpoſe to ſtrengthen your Hope? and doth 
it not Anſwer all ObjeCtions againſt Hope ? - 

E 4 1 Pet. 
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1 Pet, 1. 21. 
that your Hope might be in God. The Re- 
ſurrection and Glorification of Chriſt proves 
the Conſummation of the work. of Redem- 
ption, and that our Reconciliation with God 
was accompliſhed, and the Covenant of Grace 
ratified, and this calls upon Believers to hope 
in God, and declares that rnetr doubts and 
fears are groundleſls. 

3. Are you not under the Cuſtody of 
Chriſt, and your Salvation ſecured by him, 
and your Life hid with him- in God, Cl. 3, 
3. and can you doubt of his Love chat lov- 
ed you to Death ? can ye queſtion his Pow- 
er that commanded all things out of nothing ? 


can ye be Jealous over his Truth, that hath 


alway been true to his word, and is truth 


it ſelf. What can you tay for your {elves ? 
did Chriſt die for” you, 


dition hopelets ! furely this is a piece of great 


weaknels, and very blame- -worthy | in {uch as 
you. 


Obj. 7t zs blame-worthy in ſuch as have C brif 


within them, but that is not our Caſe, we had 


him in us, and bad Communion with him, and” 
lived in hioh Hopes of Glory; but are now 


left without any Hope or ground of Hope ; 


we have Sinned him and * our Hope of 


Glory away, and are juſtly caſt off by him. 
Anſw. This Objection anſwers its {elf : 
The Conceſſion in the former Part contra- 


Chriſt was raiſed and Glorified, 


and doth he now. 
* dwell in you, and will ye account your Con- 


dicts | 
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gits the Concluſion in the latter Part : Sych_ 
as have enjoyed Chriſt cannot be caſt off by 
wes | Chriſt, and therefore ] ſhall endeavour to 
em- | make out theſe things for the fatisfaCtion of 
70d I} 1uch- 
ace ( 1. ) That they are ſtated in a State of 
ope || ſafety. 
and ( 2.) That they ſland under the Obligati- 
on of this Duty of hoping .in God. 

of ( 3.) That they are ftockt and ſtor'd with 
im, © vital Principles that aſſure us of their recove- 
+ 3. WW IV. 
oV- : b They are ſated in a ſtate of ſaſety. 
ow- I The fafery of the Soul doth not depend upon 
ng? i their hopes of Glory, but upon its Union 
ath £ with Chriſt : Its Hope of Glory may be in- 
ruth F terrupred, but its Union with Chriſt can ne- 
es? I ver be difolved ; once in Chriſt and alway in 
10w || Chriſt : Under the want of aſſurance, the ſafe- 
-on- ff ty of the Soul continues: The immurabllicy 
reat | of the Covenant of Grace, the Eternity of 
has || Gods Electing Love, and the Eiſlicacy of 

' | Chrifts continual Interceſſhon, and the Excel- 
riff Þ lency of the State of Grace, do aflure the trae 
had || Believer that his Salvation cannot milcarry, 
and and that though he' may by the violence of a 
now || lemptation fall, yet he cannot fall away : 
pe; IN It's one of the great Priviledges of the Sons 
of JN of Go, that they are Heirs of Heaven, and 

I that their heavenly Inheritance is ſo firmly 

If : || intailed upon them, that they cannor fall ſhort 
tra- | of it, Grace enters the Soul into an Everlaſt- 


ing 
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ing State of Happineſs, and if an Everlaſt. 
| ing State could be loſt, then it were not Ever. 
laſting : And that Grace 1s an Everlaſting 
Eſtate we are aſſured from 1 oh. 5.11, 12, 13, 
This is the record, that God hath given us, 
Eternal Life, and this Life 1s in his Son + He 
that hath the Son, hath Life — Theſe thing, 
have I wrote to you that believe That ye 
may know that you have eternal Life. John 3, 
laſk. He that beliveth on the Son, hath ever- 
laſting Life. | 

2, They ſtand under the Obligation of this 
Duty of living in Hope of Glory : Under their 
preſent Circumſtances, the Cload that co- 
vers their Hope doth not diſcharge them from 
the Duty of Hope : They are to Hope againſt 
Hope, and to keep up Hope, when the ground 
of Hope doth diſappear 3 for, the ground 
of Hope remains though ir be as a fpark 
under the Aſhes, or as the Sun 1n an Eclipſe, 
out of pretenr ſight 3 the Soul in this Caſe 1s to 
call ro mind the days of Old, and the Love that 
heretofore it received from Chriſt, and to 
conciude thus, my beloved hath withdrawn 
himlelf, and now ſtands behind the Curtains 


to try my Faith, Patience, and Sincerity, 
and to ſee whether I will ferve him without 


a Pawn. : I hope he will return, and will in 
hope wait for his return: It's but an Eclipſe, 
the interpoſition will be removed, and the 
Sun of Righteoulneſs will ſhine again upon 


my Soul. Oh my Soul, Satan 1s now ew 
tnat 
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that there is a diſtance berwixt Chriſt and 
thee, and Temptrs thee to Delpair, but hark- 
en to the Voire of my Beloved, 1/a. 50. lo. 
Who is amongſt you that feareth the Lord, that 
obeyeth the Voice of his Servant, that walketh 
in darkneſs, and hath no Light ? let him truſt 
in the Name of the Lord, and ſtay himſelf up- 
on his God; See then, that under Darkneſs 
thou expect Light, for this is tny Duty, and 
wilt thou ſuffer Satan to baffle the out of 
thy Duty ? is not the Voice of Chriſt robe, 
regarded before the Voice of Satan ? and doth 
Not not he ſay, Iſa. 54.3. In a little wrath 
I hid my ſelf for a moment, but with everlaſt- 
ing kindneſs will I have mercy on thee, ſaith the 
Lord thy Redeemer, 

3: They are Stockt and Stored with vital- 
Principles that- will prevail ar laſt again ſt the 
preſent Temptation, The Root of the Mat- 
ter, the Seed of Grace remains in the Soul, 
thar they cannot Sin unto Death, nor with 
a ful} and free conſent of Will, r John 3. 3. 
The force of the preſent Temptation may 
ſuppreſs Grace for a time, and Satar1 may 
give them a Martial fall, bur the end of the 
Encounter will be the beating of Satan out 
of the Field, the recovery of the Sovil to its. 
priſtine Liberty, and renewed {weet mutual 
embraces betwixt Chrift and the Sou |, Carr. 
2.8, Behold, he cometh leaping upon the Moun- 
rains, skipping upon the Hills : The preateſt 
Mountains cannot keep Chriſt and 'his Peo- 


_ ple 
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ple aſunder : The Mountains that ſtand in 
his way cannot impede his return, but'droop- 
ing Souls ſhall with admiration benold the re- 
turn of their beloved, returning with ſpeed and 
joy to the Beloved Habitation of their Souls, 


| Fer. 31. 20. Is Ephraim my dear ſon ? 1s 
he a pleaſant Child ? for ſince 1 ſpake againff 


him, 1 do earneſtly remember him ſtill, there- | 


fore my bowels are troubled for him; I will 
ſurely have mercy upon him, ſaith the Lord. 
The Sons of God have {ſuch an Intereſt in the 
heart of their heavenly Father, andare ſo dear 
to him, that though their provocations ſome- 
times occaſion his frowns, yet ſtil] he hath them 
in remembrance, and exercileth Bowels of 
Compaſſion towards them, and for their Com- 
fort, gives them full aſſurance of Releif from 
him. Surely, 1 will have Mercy upon him, 
faith 15: 7 »rd ;, tn which words theres ( 1.) 
At Aiſertica, 1 will have mercy on him ; he 
th::.45 thar he is quite caſt out of Favour, 
ati! be, '1S to defpare of my mercy, but this 
is his 16:iſtake, | will have mercy upon him; 
his wizkedneſs and unworthineſs ſhall nor hin- 
der it, I will take away his Sin, and have 
mercy upon his Soul. ( 2. ) An -Aﬀeverati- 
on, Surely | will do it: I do nor only lay it, 
bur will turely do ir: He donbts of it, but 
he ſhall be ſure of it, as ſure as if it were 
done already. Oh the gracious Condeſcention 
of our God! He knows what unbelieving 
hearts we have, and to encourage us in ho- 


ping 
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ping and believing, he backs his Promiſes 
with ſuch Confirmations as do put them be. 
yond all doubr and queſtion. 

2. V/e, Of InftruCtion, to three {orts of Per- 
ſons, viz. To luch as are wallowing in their 
Sins; to ſuch as are weak in their Faith and 
Hope ; and to fuch as are waiting in Hope 
of Heaven. 

( 1. ) To ſuch as are Wallowing in their 
S1ns. 

Oh all ye that live in Uncleanneſs, Drun- 
kennels, Ungodlineſs and Unrighteouſneſs, and 
Conlequently live without Chriſt and true 
Hope in the World, be Inſtructed from this 
Doctrine to take notice of ſome great Truths 
that much concern you. As, 

1. Obicrve the Happineſs of ſuch as do 
Believe and Cordially Embrace the Goſpel, 
and change your Thoughts of them : You ac- 
count them ſimple contemptible People, and 
think that they are more precite than wile ; 
but conſider, 1s it not better ro enjoy Chriſt 
in Grace, and aſſured hopes of enjoying him in 
Glory, than to live, Vitiouſly withour any re- 
Sard to Glory ? | appeal to your own Con- 
iciences, and defire you to take the anl{wer 
that your Conſciences will give you to this 
queſtion, Whether they are in the better 
Condition that live under guilt, and in conſtanc 
danger of eternal Death and Damnation, or 
they that by Faith and Repentance are uni- 
ted to, and in Communion with their Bleſ- 

{ed 
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ſed Redemer, and live in ſure and certain 
Hope of , Glory. 


2. Obſerve the High-way to obtain both 
the Hope of Glory here, and the enjoyra-ar 
of Glory hereafcer : And this you lee 1s not the 
profeſſing Chriſt with the Mouth, but polleſſing 
him in the Heart : Not the owning of Chrift by 
the Soul, but the admitting Chriſt 1nto the Soul. 
It's this that is the appointed way to Glory, 
and to the Hope of Glory; and if you fall ſhort 
of this, you will certainly fall ſhort of Glo- 
ry : Alas, you talk of living in Hope of Glo- 
ry, and have hopes in your ſelves, but they 
are falſe Hopes, and perniticus Hopes, thar 
make you ſecure and careleſs in the midſt of 
the moſt dreadful Danger ; and rake heed 
leaſt that Threatning be executed upon you, 
1 Theſ.5.3. When they ſhall ſay peace and ſafety, 
then [uddain deſtruftion cometh on them, as tra- 


vel upon a Woman with child, and they ſhall nor 
eſcape. 


| 3+ Obſerve the Hatefulneſs of the Sin of 
Unbelief, and the realon why there is fo 
much {aid againſt ir in the Goſpel : Here lies 
the vileneſs of this Sin, where it Reigns it 
vitiates the Heart, and keeps Chriſt and the 
Soul alinnder, and fo fruſtrates the Death of 
Chriſt 1:0 the Soul. And this 1s your Caſe : 
You art oft told of your Miſery, and prel- 
{ed to flie to che City of Refuge, but Youw- 
eve 
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fieve not our Report of your Caſe, but by 


Unbelief bolt the Door of your Hearts a- 
gainſt the Voice of the Goſpel, aad this makes 
your Caſle fo hopelets: Your Unbelief is that 
which ſo much endangers your Ruin. Did 


you beileve the account that God himlelf gives 


of your Caſe in his Holy Word, you could 
nor feed your felves with thele falſe Hopes 
that keep you from Repentance. | 


4. Obſerve the Holineſs of this Glory, that 
this Doctrine ſpeaks of, and your unmeer. 


nels for the ſame; Col. -1. 12. Giving thanks 


to the Father which hath made us meet tobe 
pertakers of the inheritance of the ſaints in 
izght. This Inheritance 1s a heavenly Inhe- 
ritance, and the Inheritance of none bur Saints, 
and thele Saints are made meet for it before 
they are received into it. If then you would be 


Ipartakers of the Inheritance of the Saints, you 


muſt be made meet for it. Can you imagin 
that ſuch filthy Hearts as yours are meet for 
Heaven ? what ſhould ſuch as you do in Hea- 
ven ? were it poſſible for ſuch as you to get in- 
to Heaven, Heaven would be a Hell to you. 
You that are now tyred fo much with an 
hour or two ſpent in the Service of your 
Maker, how could you brook the Holineſs of 
Heaven, and the heavenly Imployments of 
Saints and Angels ? 

5. Oblerve the Hopelelneis ofja Chriſtleſs Con- 
dition : The Hopes of Glory are inconſiſtent 
with 


\ 
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with a Chriſtleſs Condition. Such as live with 
out Chriſt in the World muſt needs live with- 
out Hope of Glory allo, Ephef. 2. 12. Ye 
were without Chriſt ——— Having no hope, and 
without Goa in the world : | pray you mind 
what the Lord ſays of your Coanditton : You 
lay you have Hope, but God ſays that your 
Condition is a hopeleſs Condition, and that 
you have not Hope : Alas your Hope is no 
Hope in Gods Account, for it is no well. 
grounded Hope, no true Hope: Ir's pre- 
tumption and not Hope; 1t's faid, Rom, F. 
5. Hope maketh not aſhamed : That 1s, Di. 
vine Hope is certain and infallible, and doth. 
not ſhame ſach as enjoy it by way of Fru- 
(tration : But what ſhame will your Hope. 
expole you to! what confuſion will it put} 
you to when it fails, and you mils of your. 
vain Glorious Hope! how many are there | 
now in Hell, that on Earth boaſted of their 
Hopes of Heaven ! Now ſhall I beg of you, 
that you would commune with your ſelves 
about theſe things, and take them into fe- 
rious Conſideration, and preſs them upon your 
own Spirits, that they may awaken you, and 
convince you of your need of Chriſt, and 
provoke you to ſubmit to the Goſpel, and 
to the way that God therein hath appointed 
for your Salvation, and ſo by gegrees brings 
you to live in ſure and certain Hope of Glo- 
ry. | 
To ſuch as are weak in Faith and Hope. 
There 
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There are many precious Souls that have 
Chriſt in them, and yet are weak in Faith 
and ful) of doubting, and enjoy little Hope 
in_themſelves. of Glory; and I would wil- 
lingly contribute lomething rowards the en- 
creale of their Hope of Glory: And in or- 
der thereunto ſhall prupound to luch, - ſome 
means and helps that rend to the ſtrengthen- 
ing of the Hope of Glory, and beleech rhem 
diligently to employ themſelves in the ule of 
re- m_— 

5. . See that you praiſe God heartily fa the 
Di- entder you have already received, Col. 3. 
oth. i: Be ye thankful : You are full of Complaints 
Iru- I of your wants, you want Peace, and Joy, and 
ope I Aſſurance : Put are ye thavkful for what you 
put © have ? thankfulneis for what you enjoy, 1s the 
our. © way to obtain a ſpeedy tupply of what you 
iere © want : The thanktul Soul is a Soul fitted for 
heir © mercy : And God will be the more ready to 
70u, © give, when he knows that what he gives will 
Ives I be thankfully received : Were we more thank- 

le- I full, he would open his hand the fooner and 
/our | wider when we come to him for new (up- 
and I plies, bur when enjoyed mercies are under= 
and I valued, .and God wants his praiſe for them, 
and IN then it's no wonder that he delays ro give 
nted I more mercies; he will make you wait the 
1ngs Flonger, to reach you more thankfulnefs. A 
mire of Grace is of more worth than a Moun- 
tain of Gold : And you have Grace, and much 
. E Grace, but becauſe you want Comfort, you 
F ._ over 
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overlook your Graces, and do not own them 
with thankfulneſs, and' God is offended here. 
at, and takes an effeCtual, courſe to make yon 
more thankful. _ 

2, See that you proceed in the exerciſe of 
what grace you have, A Babein time may 
become a'ftrong Man, and weak beginnings 
may- have large endings: A ſmall Tallent 
may be doubled by good uſage, at. 13.12. 
He that hath, to him ſhall be given, and ke ſhall 
have abundance; alway, provided that he hus- 
band well what he hath : Therefore what Faith 
and Hope you have, ( though it be weak ) yet 
exerciſe with Dilligence : Repetition of Acts 
beger habits, and diligent endeavors are at- 
tended with a Bleſſing, and fo you may come 
te have abundance, Prov. 11. 25. The at 
ligent Soul fhall be made fat : You complain 
of leanneis of Soul, take heed thar your lean- 
nels be not the effect of your own negligence; 
exerciſe more diligence in the uſe of what 
Grace you have, and your diligence will þe 
blefled with fatnels, 

3. See that you plead the Promiles at the 
Throne of Grace : This was good David his 
:requent Praiſe, P/al. 119. 25, Quicken then 
me according thy Word: v. 28. Strengthen 
thou me according to thy Word : wv. 41. Let thy 
mercy come unto me, O Lord, even thy Salva 
£403, according to thy Word, In this one Pſaln 

he uſeth this Plea very ofr, no leſs then ele- 
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fitable Plea, to urge God with his Word of 
Promiſe, and it is our Wiſdom to reduce it 
to Practiſe : Its mnch in uſe betwixt Man and 
Man; You promiled me to do: fo and lo, 
when will you perform it? let us uſe the 
ſame Plea berwix: God and us: It is thy 
promile, be ir according thy word. It's the 
Plea of Faith, it 1s as if the Soul ſhould 
ſay, Lord, thy promiles are faithful Promiſes, 
and here I ſpread one of thy Promiſes before 
thee, and truſt ro thee for the accomplifh- 
ment of it; beit according to thy Word. _ 
4+ See that you preſs the Commands af 
Faith and Hope upon your own Spirits : This 
Courſe David took, Pſal. 43. laſt, Why art 
thon caſt aown, Oh niy Soul ——2——— hope in God. 
It's ill done, O my Soul, to caſt aſide thy 
Hope, and to give way to diſpondency ; it's 
thy Duty to truſt in God, and lee that rhou 
nope in God. Hoping in God is an indiſpen- 
lible Duty that God requires from thee, 
I Pet, 1.13. Be ſober, and hope to the end. And 
it's a very acceptable Duty, P/al. 157. 11. 
The Lord takes pleaſure in thoſe that fear him, 
2n thaſe that hope for his mercy : And wilt thou, 
O my Soul, cait of thy Daty, a Duty chat 
God takes Pleaſurein ! O far be it from thee ! 
Oh my Soul, hope thou in God! thus preſs 
it upon your Souls. | 
5. See that you Parley not with Satan about 
the great concerns of your own Souls, have 
nothing to do with him: He 1s an open Ene- 
F 3 my 
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. my to Chriſt and Chriſtianity, and you have 
renounced him in your Baptiſm, therefore 
reject his Temptations for Sin, as well as 
his Temptation to Sin : Enter not into diſpute 
with him, he 1s too crafty a Sophiſter to be 
diſputed with by weak Chriſtians; it will be 
your wiſdom therefore to take the courſe thar 
Paul took, 2 Cor. 12.7, 8. There was given 
me a thorn in the fleſh, the Meſſenger of Sa- 
tan to buffet me ——— For this thing I be- 
ſought the Lord thrice, Note, ( 1.) The 
Cate that Paul was now in: There was given 
him a Thorn in the fleſh, viz. Satan'was per- 
mitted to buffet him ; 4yy:a% oz74y, the evil 


Angel Satan, not a Menſlenger of Satan, but: 


-Satan himſelf. And this is added exegeti- 
_ cally, to explain what his Thozn in the fleſh 
was, viz. The buffets of Satan, his immedi- 


_ ate Suggeſtions darted into his Soul, which com- 


monly are unnatural in kind, f{uddain in moti- 
on, and violent in proſecution; ( 2.) The 
Courſe he took' in this caſe, he bertook him- 
felf to God by Prayer : Paul had much Grace, 
and much of the Spirit, yet declines diſpu- 
ting with the Devil, and flies to God for re- 
fuge againſt him, and herein 1s an example 
| for us to follow : We muſt decline Dilputes 
with the Devil, and Pray him down, and 
were this courle well followed, Satan could 
not get {uch advantage apainſt Chriſtians as 
oft he doth. I'le conclude this matter with 
the Prayer of Paul, Rem 15-13. The God of 


hope] 
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hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, + | 
that ye may abound in hope, through the Power 
of the Holy Ghoſt : Its not the words of Man 
that perſwade the heart to live in hope, but 
the Power of the Holy Ghoſt, and his Power 


can make you abound in” hope, and raiſe 


ture. 


Now I pals to the third ſort. | Nx 
3. To ſuch as are waiting in hope for the . 
Glory of Heaven. CD: 
There are fome, yea many, that through 
Free-Grace are brought to wait in hope for 
the glory of Heaven ; my Inſtructions to theſe 
follow : | 
1. Confine your Hopes to the limits of the 
Golpel : The Goſpel allows you to wait up- 
on God in hopes of Glory in the World to 
come, this I am ſure is your Duty ; but as 
for {ſuch as extend their hopes according to 
their fancies, and -wait Night and' Day, and 
that in a Triumphant manner, with ſuch Jol- 
lities, Mirth, Muſick, Dancing, Clapping of 
hands for joy, as was never praCtiled a- 
mongſt ſober Chriſtians, in expettation of a_ 
ſpeedy Midnight Cry, and a Tranſportation to 
Feruſalem: Let me entreat you to look upon 
them as under a Satanical deluſion, and have 
nothing to do with that hope that will certain- 
ly end in fhame, Keep your hope within 
the compaſs of the Promiles, and aſpire not 
to hopes that are of ſuch a Phantaſtical Na- 


your feeble hope to a full aſſurance of hope. 


F3 2, Confeſs 
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2, Confeſs oft your unworthinelſs of this 

reat Mercy: Irs a high Attainment, and 
It's a hard mayer to keep the Heart low, un- 
der high Attainments. High hopes of Glory 
are apt to lift up the Hearc with high thoughts 
of ir felf : To have ſuch high hopes, and yer 
_ to have low Spirits, is rare and extraordinary. 
Paul indeed was high in Gifts and high in 
Grace ; high in excellencies, and high in ex- 


pectation of Glory, and yet low and hum- 


ble in Spirit; do you labour to be like him: 
And to this' end, mind your unworthinefs of 
the mercy,and aſcribe all your hopes of Glory 
to Free Grace : You are in danger of Pride in 


this cafe, watch —_ it, and pray againſt it, 


and beat down every bubble of Pride that art- 
\ feth in your Hearts,leaſt you grow High-mind- 


_ ed,and lo provoke God to bereave you of your | 
hope of Glory : Row. 11. 20. Be nat high-mind-. 


ed but fear : Think not bighly of your {elves, 
but ſear, leaſt your Hearts ſhould grow haugh- 


 , ty, and beware of it. Pride is a great Sin, 
eſpecially when it is about thoſe things which: 


are freely given us of God, for the good 
of our Souls. 

3. Confute your cauſeleſs and carnal Fears 
by theſe your ſure and certain Hopes of Glo- 
ry. You are incident in this Life to frauds 


from men and frowns from God, to Sin and 
Sorrow, and to Trials and Temprations, and | 
yea great and terrible | 


thele caule fears, 
fears ; Good David was 1urrounded with 
them, 
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them, Pſal. 31. 13. Fear was on every fide: And 
none are free from thete fears, 1/4. 24. 17- Fear, 
the pit, ana the ſnare, are upon thee, O In- 
babitant of the Earth : There 1s not an Inha- 
birant upon the Earth, but he is ſometimes. 
haunted with theſe fears, and theſe exceedinly 
diſcompole and disjoint the Soul, and unfit it 
for the Service of God : Now God hath gi- 
ven you Hope of Glory for an Antidote 


8 againſt this Poylon, to cure you of your 


fears; imploy your hopes againſt your fears, 

and confute your fears with your hopes. (1.). 
Argue a Ainore ad majus, from the leſs to 
the greater : Doth the fear, of Hell and Dam- 
nation teize you ? confute it thas, he that 
hath a ſure certain Hope of Glory, ſhall en- 
joy the end of his hope, viz. The Salvation 
of his Soul, otherwile this hope were m vain; 
and God hath given me {ſuch a nope ; Away 
then thou fear, it's not for him that lives in hopes 
of Glory to torment himſelf with ſuch need- 
leſs fears : Thus by your Hope caſt out your 
Fears. (2. ) Argue majore ad minus, from 
the greater to the lels, Rom. 8. 32. Shall be 
rot with him freely give us all things? hath he 
Siven me Chriſt, and the Hope of Glory, 
and ſhall I fear want ? no ſurely, he will fee to 
my needs, and ſupply me with all neceſlaries, 
and whet need | more ? Phil, 4. 19, My God 


' ſhall ſupply all your wants, according to his 


Riches m Glory by Chriſt ; he hath ſupplied 
the wants of my Soul, and ſhall I fear want 
F 4 of 


, m_y_ Ad. a 
<1. alia 4 j " ; __ ' TOY — py 
* 7 = ol. - "5 T4. 34 A+ FI OT IS $20” /. da 2 'q P . 
; "ORs $64. A." a HERE. v, VS O08 
j/ : ww Sd K Ber" - by £ 
” *- 3 
- 4 i - 
” ag® 
" 54 ow 2 ” 
o s. Li 4 
ay” 
o 
© . A þ | 
% 
, 


4 "I" 1) Pg . -& 268 { —__— 7 2 ? : . as - ” " 
TOI" - b o * 
- =- 
4 8 * 
« . 
' 
. 


.of ſupplies for my body, when I have a pro- 
miſe of the ſupply of all my need ? No, no, 
_ as I hope for Glory, 1o will I hope in God 
for bodily ſupplies, and caſt my care upon 
bim, that alway hath taken care for my 1up- 
ply. 

4+ Conform your ſelves to Chrift, with 
whom you hope to live in Glory : Conform to 


ns Precepts and to his Pattern, do his Will on © 


Earth' as it's done in Heaven. See that your 
Hopes of Glory influence your Heart, and 
excite Heavenly-mindednels: You that hope to 
Jive with Chriſt in Glory, what manner of 
perſons ought ye to be, how exact in your 


daily walk, how lively in every Duty, how-re- _ 


Sular in all your ations? you ſhould make 
your hopes of Glory aſtrong Argument againſt 
Sin; it's not for one that hopes to live with 
Chriſt in Glory to mind earthly things, 1 Foh# 
3.3. Every man that hath this hope in him- 
felf,, purifies himſelf, as he is pure : 'He Argues 


thus with himſelf; Chriſt is pure and holy, 


and TI hope to live with him in Glory, and 
therefore it concerns me above others to ſhun 
all uncleannels, and to keep my elf unſpotted 
from the World. 

5- Confirm your hope of Glory more and 
more. Strong hopzs of Glory would add 
much ſtrength to your Soul. (1.)Your patience 
would be much ſtrengrhned by it; ſteady,firm, 
and alſured hopes of Glory would enable you 
to pollels your fouls in Patience, under the 


ſadeſt 


The Hope of Glory. 
ſadeſt Circamſtances that can befall you, 1 Theſ. 


[3+ Remembring your patience of Hope: Patience 
is the product of hope, and hope the Mother of 
patience; the ſtronger your hope, tte greater 
your patience ; Hope therefore muſt be ({trength- 
ned for 'the increaſe of patience : You have 
need of Patience, Heb. 10. 36. It's needful 


'to help you to wait for mercy under long 


delays of Mercy, and to help you to bear ad- 
verlity without Deſpondency. High Hopes 
of Glory heigthen Patience, and patience 
eaſeth the Burden of Oppreſſon. _( 2 )) Your 
Praiſes would be much ſweetned by it. A 
Hearr filled with Hope of Glory 1s a joy- 
ful heart, and Praiſes God melodioutly and 


joyfully, Pſal. 16. 9. Therefore my heart 1s glad, 
and my glory rejoiceth, my ficſh alſo ſhall reſt in 
hope ; or according to the Hebrew, dwell con- 
fidently, and 1 hope to enjoy everlaſting reſt 
in Glory, and this makes my heart glad, and 
my glory rejoyce, when with my glory or 
tongue [ glorifie God in trumpeting, out his 
Praife, my heart rejoyceth in me.-Strong hopes 
1] the heart: with ftronp Confolations, Heb. 
6. 18. and firong Conlolations enlarge the 
heart in Prziſes, Confirmed hope quickens 
and Ccorroborates the Soul, and makes the prai- 
les of God very delightful to a Chriſtian, 


6. Comfort your lelves under all Difcom-. - 


forts, Dilappointments and Diſcouragements 
with your hopes of Glory : You are {ure whilſt 


you are in this envious World to meet with 
Froubles, 
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Troubles, but be of Ml Comfort, Chriſt 
within you, and your hope. of Glory will 
ſupport you in your Trouble, and animate 
you under them; you need not to be troyb- 
led at your troubles, they will quickly be 
over, Conſider for your Comfort chat thefe 
TY es are, 


Paſſages to Glory, Ats 14. 22. We 


F" through much tribulation enter into the 
Kingdom of Heaven, The way to Glory is 

a thorny way,and you mult expect in your Pal: 
jage Tribulation, and much Tribulation, and 
muſt pals chrough it. Mariners and Merchants 
pals through many a ſtorm, andif they come 
well home richly laden, they think well of 
the Vo - And though your paſlage to 


M 16652, 


Slory be renipeſtrons and ſtormy, yet glo- 


ry wil make amends for all. 
C34) Petty matters if compared to glory, 


not worthy to be compared toit: Rom. 8. 


18, Poor, inconfiderable things to glory, 
and why then ſhould you make ſuch adoe 
azvut them? who will be concerned abour 
a foul ſtep or two in his way, that is going 
to take poſleſſion of a Crown ? 

 (3.) Preparatives for Glory, Hev. 12. 16. 
They yield the peaceable (ruit of 
they make the Soul fruitful, and thar in good 


froits : - And the more of theſe fruits we bring 
forth. the more meet and fit we are for Glo- 
ry. 


(4.) Productive of a richer degree of Glory, 
2 Cor. 


righteouſneſs : x 
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2 Cor. 4. 17. not only ſuffering for Chriſt, 
but bodily afflictions are not only momen- 
tary but gainful, and means appointed to ob- - 
tain a more weighty Crown oi Glory. Now 
mind theſe things, - and confider 4t will be but a 
while, but all your Troubles will be over, 
and in the mean time your condition is com- 
fortable, 

3 Uſe. Of Direction how to attain to a 
well-grounded hope of Glory. . Would you 
live under ſure and certain hope of Glory, and 
not deceive your lelves with vain preſumptuous 
hopes of glory, then you muſt ger Chriſt into 
your hearts, that Chriſt in you. may be your 
hope of glory. You that live either withoar 
Chriſt, or againſt Chriſt in the world, and 


| flatter your ſelves in vain with hopes of glory, 


know that you are miſtaken in your own eſtate, 
and do but put a cheat upon your own Souls: 
Your preſent Condition is a hopeleſs Condi- 
tion, there 1s no hope of glory growing 1n the 
Garden of your Souls : There is hope of Glo- 
ry attainable, but not m the caſe you are 1n : 
You muſt make ſure of Chriſt, or I am lure 
you cannot be ſaved: Your hopes will cer- 
rainly be froſtrated ; and therefore expect nor. 
Heaven under the guilt and ſtate of fin, bar 
fly to the City of Refuge, put on Chriſt, be- 
come his Ditciples, take -his Yoke upon you, 
that Chriſt may become your Hope of Glo- 
ry. It 1s not loeaſie a matter to get to Hea- 
| ven as you take it to be, nor to get a well 
grounded 
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gronnded Hope of Glory. Such a hope is 
(1 confeſs) worth your utmoſt diligence in 
lecking after it; it's an excellent thing, and 
ſuch as enjoy it are excellent men, and Oh 
thar you would look diligently after- it. In 
hope that tome are willing to get in this hope. 
ful Condition, I ſhall direct you how it is to 
be obtained, and what 1s required in order 
thereunto. Would you get a ture and certain 
Hope of Glory ? then it muſt be by Union and 
Communion: with Chriſt; and this cannot be 
had but from Chrift hinMelf: And if you would 
have ic from Chriſt, he requires on your part, 
ſerious Conſideration, ſincere Conſent, and fa- 
cred Comntiance. | 

( x. ) Serious Conſideration ; Ezek. 18. 28. 
Becauſe he confidereth and turneth away from 


all ts wickedneſs that he hath committed, he (hall 


furel; lzve, and he (hall not die. You lee Con- 
verſton preceeds Salvation, and Confidera- 
tion preczeas Converſion. Continuance in 
Sin proceeds for want of due Confideration : 
You will never be brought to turh away from 
your wickedneſs ?tiil you be brought to con{t- 
der, HHa7.1.7. Thus ſaith the Lord of Hoſts ,con- 
ſider your ways. God puts the Sinner in order to 
his Converſion upon ſerious Conkideration, and 
calls upon him to Canſider : Oh then, take the 
matter into {erious Conſideration, commune 
with your own Hearts, and conlider ſeriouſly. 
1, The Woes as are denounced by God 
againſt 1mpenitent Sinners, J/a, 3. 11. IWae 
fo 


” P 
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to the wicked : Joh.10. 15. 1f 1 be wicked, Woe 


unto me : Ia. 5.18, 19, 20. Wo to them that 
draw Iniquity with the cords of Vanty - 


Woe to them that call evil good, and good 


evil; that jay concerning evil, it is good, 
Now conſider theſe Woes are dreadful, and 
that you are they that lie under theſe Woes, 
and ſtand in danger of their Execution, P/a. 
50. 22, Now conſider this, ye that forget God 
leaſt I tear you im puces, and there be none to 
deliver : When God is putting his Woes 
in Execution, then there is no way toelcape 3 
he like a Lyon tears im pieces, and there is 
none to deliver. Conſider then that if the 
Execution of the Woes of God be not pre- 
vented by true Repenrance, you are certain- 
ly undone for ever; they are denounced a- 
gSainſt you, and if they fall upon you, your 
condition will be woeful to all Eternity. 
2. The way to eicape the Woes you lie 
under is only by Jc'us Chriſt, Fohn 14. 6. 
I am the way : | here 1s Salvation jn no 
other : You cannot fave your telves from theſe 
Woes by any thing you can do or {uffer, it's 
your Sins have brouphr you under theſe 
Woes, and {atisfaction muſt be made to Di- 
vine Jaſtice for your Sins, and this 1s done 
by Chriſt, and by the plenary Satisfaction 
that he made for Sin ; he is become and pro= 
claimed-to be a mighty and all-ſufhcieur Savi- 
our, and all are invited to come to him-for 


Salvation. So that you lee, heis the way : 
Therefore 


94 Chriſt in us, 
Therefore conſider, that as yet ye are out of 
Chriſt, and ſo out'of the way to Glory : Ang 
what hope can you have of Glory, that are 
not in the way to Glory; Pſal. 119. 176: 
Like loſt ſheep you are gone aſtray, and 
are wandring out of the way, There is but 
one way to Heaven, and that 1s by Chriſt, 
and as yet- you are out of this way : So that 
if you continge as you are, you cannot have 


any {ure Hope of Glory. . And conſider al. | 


fo, 

3. The wants that remain in you nnſup- 
plied in this your Chriſtlets Condition, you 
\want Pardon of Sin, Peace of Conſcience, 
Poverty and Purity of Heart, and the Spi- 
rit of Grace and Supplication 3 .all which 
are requiſite to make you meet for Heaven, 
and to make way for ſare and certain hopes of 
Glory, Phil, 4. 19. My God ſhall ſupply all your 
wants, according to his Riches in Glory by Chriſt 
+ Zejas : It 1s by Chriſt that God {ſupplies thele 


wants; and when Chriſt comes into a Soul, 


he. brings ſuch ſupplies along with him , as 
lupply all the need of the Soul. As long as 
you continue withont Chriſt, your needs con- 
tinue unſupplied ; In Chriſt all fulneſs dwells, 
falneſs of Might, fulneſs of Merit, and ful- 
nels of Mercy ; And of his fulnels ſuch as are fa- 
ved.by Chrilt receive Grace for Grace, Fob 1. 
16. Oh then conſider the need thac you ſtand 
in of Chriſt to ſupply your need. Your needs 
are great, they cannot” be ſupplied from the 

World 
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World, it affords not one ſupply of the needs 
of your Soul, nor. can they be ſupplyed from 
your ſelves: It's you that are needy,” and 
want ſupplies of your need: It's Chriit and him 
alone that {upplies the need oi the Soul, and 
all its. need. Oh ftand ftill a while, and fix 
youreyes upon Chriſt: And now you are up- 
on Conſideration, confider him that delerves 
your moſt Serious and Solemn Conſideration, 


| Heb. 3.1. Conſider the Apoſtle and High- Prieft 


of our profeſſion, Chriſt Jeſus. Heb. 12. 3 
Conſider him that endured ſuch contraditiion of 
Sinners againſt himſelf : You have been con- 
fidering your ſelves, your Woes, your Wan- 
derings and your Wants. Now conſider 
the Apoſtle and High-Preiſt of our Profeſſion, 
Chriſt Jelus. Conſider what he is in him- 
ſelf, the Son of God, the . great Mediator of 
the Covenant ; and Conſider what .he is to 
{uch as receive him, he 1s their Apoſtle and 
High-Preiſt, and their Advocate with the Fa - 
ther, and ſo their Hope of Glory ; Conſt- 
ger, - 

(1.) His fullneſs and 'all-fufficiency : Though 
your diſeaſe 1s Heritary and Martal, yet his 
Blood hath -Vertue and Efficacy enough 10 1t 
to recover you: Though your need tis ſo 
creat, that the Riches of the World cannot 
tupply ir, yet he is fo Rich and All-{uffici- 


_ ent that he ſupplies all the wants of all chat 


come to him : He 1s wonderful, the Wonder 
of the World, and the Wonder of Heaven, 
| nor 
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not only for his greatneſs but for his good- 
nels. How amazing is it to conſider, all the 


rich ſupplies wherewith he ſupplies his Peo- 
ple ? 


( 2. ) His faichfulneſs : As the fulneſs of 
his Perton, fo the faithfulnels- of his Promi- - 
ſes is. very conſiderable, Heb. 10. 23. Faith- ' 


ful is he that promiſed : He hath promiled to 


entertain all that come to him, and to caſt off 


none that come, Fohr. 6. 37. But to {upply 
all their wants, and to ſave them from the 
wrath to-come, and great is his faithfulneſs, 
and continues to all Generations, chat it's be- 
yond all doubt thar all ſuch ſhall be ſaved, 


and may live in {ure and certain hope of Glo- 


ry. Now you lee what conſiderations are 
required from you, and if you confider theſe 
things, you will find that they will con- 
vince you of your Miſery by nature, and 
incline you to make ule of your Remedy: 
But then Remember what Conſiderations 
they muſt be; they muſt be ſerious Con- 
fiderations. Some are inconliderate, and do not 
mind things of this Nature ; others confider 
them ſlightly, and not feriouſly, and this 
keeps them off from the benefit of ſuch Con- 
fiderations ; they do not weigh Matters, nor 
mind the great importance of them, nor conſi- 
der themſelves, how much they themſelves are 
concerned in the Matter; and hence it 1s that 
their Conſiderations work no Convictions nor 
Converſions in them. You muſt ſo Conſider, as 
that 
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d- | that your Conſiderations may make deep im- 
he | - preſſions upon your Souls: Your Conliderations 
0- muſt be fiducial Confiderations, and frequent 

Conliderations, and affectionate Contiderati- 
of. | ons, dwelling upon the matrers pondered, 
ni- '| and driving them home to the Contcience, 
th- | "till you find your. Souls much concerned 


to || -about tnem:; , And then from Conſideration 
off | proceed to Contem, and to I come to. the 
ly | tecond thing required from you, viz. 


he ( 2. ) Sincere Content: Follow on with 
ſs, | Conſideration ”rill the Soul freely Content. 
be- And” your Confent malt be real and Re- 


2d, | ligious ; ir muſt be a willing voluntary Con- 
lo- | ſent, without conftraine and compulſion, giv- 
are en out of choice, as a matter that 1s moſt elt- 
ele I gable, rational and uleful : Ir muſt be an 
on- Þ|© upright, fincere and cordial Conſenc, without 
nd Hypocriſte, {yniſter Ends, or worldly Re- 
ly: I ſpects, as to a matter purely Religious and 
of a Divine Nature: And ic mu:t be an Uni- 
verlal, |mparcial and Catholick Content, with- 
out Reſervation, Limitation, or lecret, Ex- 
ception to all che Terms of the Goſpel. This 
Content muſt be given, en ry 

1. To the Covenant of Grace, as to the MMag- 
n4 Charta of ail your Chriſtian Rights and 
Priviledges : You muſt conſent ro the matter 
are of ir as Gracious, Immutable, Royal, lrre- 
that Nvocable and Fundamental : And you muſt con- 
nor Pfent to the main end of it, as it's a ſtanding 
as [Monument of Free-Grace, and beſpeaks God 
reconciled 
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reconciled 'by Chriſt to all faithfal Conſent” 


ers: And as it's a ſpecial Pledge of his infi- 


'nite Love ro his Elect, and the Confirmati. 
on of their, Faich, and their ſealed Indenture 
for Glory. 

2+ To Chriſt the great Mediator of the Co- 
venant, as to the Perſon from whom you ex- 


pect all the bleſſings of the Covenant, and up- 
on whom you wholly depend for Salvation, 


and for all the Mercies that accompany Sal- 
vation z you muſt conſent to his Offices, and 
to the exerciſe of all his Offices in and over 
you. You muſt conſent to his Yoke of Go- 
vernment, to ſubmit to his Laws, and to 
his Sovereignty : You muſt confent to his 
Crols, to partake with him in Suffering, and 
paſs through much Tribulation ro the King- 


dom of Heaven, and muſt take him for bet-' 
ter and worſe, to be true and faithful to. him 


to the Death. 
3. To the Conditions of the Covenant; be 


they never {o hard to fleſh and blood. He' 
conſents not only to fuch- Conditions of the 


Covenant as may conſiſt with his Profits 
and Reputation, eale and ſafety, bur with ſuch 


as are inconſiftent with the lame, as he con-. 


tents, 

( 1.) To part with a!) his Sins, be they 
never {o pleatanc and proiitable to him, be it 
as his right Hard or right Eye ; you muſt 
be willing to part with them, and conſent to 


be divorced from them. As Abraham Gs 
| | ; ed 
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ed to-the Sacrificing of his dear Son 1/aac, 
and God accepted che Will for the Deed, 
and his intention is accounted his-Acton, 
Heb. 11. 17. So you muſt confent to the 
Craucifying of your beloved Sins, and wil. 


lingnels to part with them all will find 
acceptance with God, though they be 
not wholly pur to Death in you in this 
Life. os 

( 2.) To practice all the Duties of Reli- 


pion ar all rimes, and under the greateſt Haz - 


Zards; even then when the Laws of men 
contradict the Laws of God, and make 1t 
penal to obey them, you mult conſent to all 
matters of Faith and Obedience, becaule en= 
joyned by God, and ovlidging to Conſcience, 


though thereby you expole your ſelves to the 


Scorn and Malice of wicked and unreaſong- 
ble Men ; you muſt conlenc ro live to Chriſt 
a3 well as to be ſaved by Chriſt, and all 
that you do for God muſt be done out of 
Love, T hankfulneis and Obedience. 
 (3.) To place all your hope in Chrift, with- 
our reſpect to any Mc-rit thar 1s in your own 
good Works: You muſt conſent to che doing of 
good Works with all dil;gence, as they are the 
Paths in which you are to walk, and the evi- 
dences of your Faith, and the Comforts of your 
Lives, and the works that belong fo your gene» 
ral Calling ; But as for your Faith and Hope, 
they muſt be fixed on Chriſt, and you muſt 
conlent to take him for your only Saviour, 
G 2 and 
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100 Chriſt in us, 
and to hope in his Word, and to truſt to 


his faithfulneſs for the ſupply of all your. 


wants. And from a ſincere Conſent you muſk 
proceed to a {acred Complyance. 
required from you, 

( 3.) Sacred Compitance : Your fincere 


Conſent muſt be ſeconded with a holy Com- | 


pliance. 
When you are come up to a free and full 


Conſent, do not ſtick there, but follow it with 
a heavenly Compliance ; fall ro the work that 
you have conlented to, and put good Inten-.. 
tions into godly Actions : He that pives his | 
Afent and Conlent to what in his' Conſcience : 
practiſe he reſolves 
not to perform, is condemned in himlelf. See ' 
that you demonſtrate the ſincerity of your | 
conſent by a holy compliance with Chriſt 
your Saviour. In every branch of your Chri-' 


he difallows, and in his 


{tian Conſent make an open profeſſion of your 
Content by a cerdial compliance with the 


Rules of the Goipel, and herein follow your | 
own Conſent, and not the cuſtom of others: | 
Remember your Conlent is to the Vitals of. 


your Religion; and your Compliance is your 


indifpenſible Duty, and let not the Exam- NN 


ple of felfiſh men , miſguide you in your 


work. Your Compliance muſt carry a cor- 
re{pondence with your Conſent, and. a confor- 


mity to Criſt your Saviour ; and if the' An- 


gry World frown at you for your preciſenels, 
be not dileouraged, Chrift himſelf endured 
{ach 
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' fach contradiQtion of Sinners ; mind you your 
work. and let your compliance be ſuch as is 
ft blamelets, and fet light by the Cenſures of ſuch 
is | as are Strangers to ſure and certain Hope of 
Glory. Let your main care be that your 
re Compliance be according'to the Goſpel, and 
m- | in compliance with Chriit and your Chriſtian 
| Conſent, ( 1.) Cloſe with Chriſt, coming 
up to the Terms that you have conſented to. 
Set your ſelves as in his Preſence, and renew 
your Baptiſmal Covenant. Renounce the 
World, the Devil and the Fleſh, and' devote 
your {elves to Chriſt- and to his Service, with 
penitent Hearts fox your by-paſt Breaches of 
your Covenant, and importunate Prayers for 
nelp from Heaven, and Strength to keep 
cloſe unto God for time to come. Thus 
iſt} eſpouſe your ſelves to Chrift in Covenant, 
with full purpoſe of Heart to be faithful there- 

in 


2. Chooſe a faithfal Guide for your Souls, 

_ to help you in your work, and quicken you 
: £ in your Duty : The Lord that beſt knows 

g your Need, hath appointed by his ſtanding 
Ordinance {uch Guides 1n his Church, and 
fl ( Bleſſed be his Name) hath provided ſuch 
for you, and require you to honour and obey 
them, and ta attend upon their Miniſtry, and T 
by his Bleſſing upon their Labours and your 
faithful endeavours in the right, ule of his Or- 
s, | finances adminiftred by them, your Souls 
| may come to be built up 1n the holy Faith, and 
G 3 {0 
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lo ſtrengthened in believing as to live in ſure 
and certain Hope of Glory. 


3. Cheriſh your good beginnings, with 
ſecret. Devotions, and daily Supplications for 


the Spiric of adoption : : Secret Prayer 'is a 


great help againſt ſecret Sins; and when Put 


up by a brok-n and contrite Spirit, then it is 
A ſpecial means for the obtaining {ure and 
certain Hopes of 'Glory. Under the ſecret ! 
Humiliations of the Soul before the Lord, 
the Lord oft vifits the Soul in kindneſs, and 
Communicates unto it ſuch hints of his Love, 
as ſtrengthen Hope and give afſurance of Glo. 
ry. Oh make Conſcience of Secret Prayer, 
and make ir” your daily Praiſe, and be'ſe: 
rious and devout therein, and you will at laſt: 
arrive at the Haven of Reſt ; for ſo Chriſt! 
giveth the Soul of his Beloved reſt : ; rel 
trom its fears and doubts, and quiers it; 


wich ſure and certain Hopes of Glory. 


4- Chear up your Souls with tuch Tokens of 
Love as you receive from Chriſt in your Com- 


pliance with him: If you be cordial in your 


. Compliatice, and fincere. in your Obedience, 


you will find that your Labour 1s not 1n vain, 


Plal. 19. :1. In keeping his Commandments 
there is preat Reward : Not only for keep: 


ing them, bat in keeping them : It's in keep- 
ing them that Gods, People have fellowſhip 


_ with the Triakty : It's in keeping 'them that 


they receive new ſupplies of Grace and Mer- 
cy, and fuch manifeſtations of Gods Love - 
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fill their Souls with high Hopes of Glory : 
Be then encouraged to carry on your Compli- 
ance with Chriſt, and that with care and faith- 
fulneſs, till you attain to ſure and certain Hope 
of Glory. 

4. Uſe, Of Caution: To prevent miſtakes 
and milapprehenfions about this Doctrine : 


I ſhall conclude with fome Cautions- 


1 Caution. 


Take heed of concluding againſt your ſelves, 
that becauſe your hopes of Glory are ſo low 
and doubtful, and not {ure and certain hopes, 
that therefore you live without Chriſt in the 
World, and have no hope, nor any ground , 
of Hope of Glory: I would not diſconrage 
any Babe in Chriſt, nor encrea{e the doubts of 


EY poor doubting Souls, and therefore leave with 
Y you this Caution : And that you may avoid 


this Snare, ſhall lay down ſome Propoſitions 


to clear up your underſtanding in this mat- 
ter. | - 
\ 


1. Propoſition. It's the manifeſtation of 
Chriſts Preſence in the Soul that breeds aud 


. feeds our Hope of Glory ; and when this mani- 


feftatien is obſcure, the Souls Hope of Glory 
maſt need be dim and doubtful, r Cor. 2. r2. 
We have received the Spirit which 3s of God, 
that we might know the things that are freely 
given us of - God, Here Paul diſtinguiſheth- 
betwixt Mercies freely given us of God, and 
the manifeſtation of the giving them to the 
G 4 Soul : 
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Soul : Many have Grace and Mercy giv. 


en, but know {t not : The Spirit firſt' gives. 


Grace, and afterwards gives the Soul to know 
and underſtand that it hath Grace given to it: 
Now though Grace lie in the Soul, yet the 
Soul ſeeth ir not, nor doth it know the Grace 
that it hath received, till the Spirit of God make 


it known to the Soul, and when the Spirit 
makes it known to the Soul, then. the Mant- 


feſtation of ir to the Soul puts the Soul into a 
hopeful condition, and it hapes for Glory : Now 
if hope of Glory depends upon the Manifeſta- 
tion of. Grace to the Soul, then there- may 


be Grace, and yet little or no hope: Becaute 


there may be Grace not manifeſted, bur yet 
unknown to the Soul : So that none can unſaint 


themſelves or others from doubts about Grace. 


2 Propoſition. It's the Manner and Method 
of God in his Dealings with his Peopie, fome- 


times to withhold ſure and certain hope of + 


Glory from them a long time,for gracious Ends 


and Purpoſes, thar tend to cheir great advan- | 


tage; as. (1.) To puta great Value ypon the 
Mercy, that it may be more precious and wel- 
come, when it comes; like Health after Sick- 
neſs, when they lye long under the want of 


it, they ſee the worth of it, and fo come to ; 


have a higher eſteem of it, - and to prize it 


more when they have it, (2.)) To prove and 


exerciſe their Faith and Patience in waiting, 


and their Obedience in ſeeking after it, un- 


der ſuch long delays of giving it. God deli ohts | 
to 
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to ſee his People ſhewing their fincerity un- 
der their Trials. (3.) To preſeve it for a more 


opportune. .fealon : Phyflitans referve their 
Cordials againſt fainting Fits, and ſo doth God 
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. his Comforts: Sure and Certain Hopes of 
Glory is a rich Cordial, and he oft delays the 


giving of it till he ſees a fainting fit.approach- 
ing, and then to ſupport the Soul under a Cri- 
lis, or under a Qualm he pives it. (4.) To 
prevent Pride and Unthankfulneſs : He keeps 
the Soul under delays of Mercy to humble 
it, that it may bear it humbly, and entertain 
it thankfully. 


2 Caution. 


Take heed of Complaining for want of high 
hopes, for the Fault lies in your ſelves; Lam. 
3. 39. Wherefore doth. a living man complain, 
a man for the puniſhment of his (ins: Your want 
of High Hope is pena damn, a puniſhment of 
loſs, you looſe much Comfort by it : But its 
(1) You heatken 
to the Voice of th2-Devil, and ftop your ears 
at the Voice of God, and fo let the Devil bat- 
fe you our of the choiceſt Comforts of your 
lives, and then 'complain. (2.) You harbour 
the fin of Unbelief, as if it were a harmleſs 
thing, whenas itis a provoking fin ; Complain 


"© a5 long as you pleaſe, you will never attain to 


high hopes as long as you do: Let' none 


<= pect high hope of Glory till theſe things 
1, Till 


be wrought in their Souls. 
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Till the League betwixt the Soul and . 
Sin be broken, and the heart be quitre out 


with tin, as irs an Enemy both to Chriſt and 
the Soul ; whilſt the Hearr 1s tndalſgent to fin, 


and deals favourably with it, it cannot have - 


any ſure hope of Glory, but when its' become 
weary of ir, and 1s willing to part with ir,-then 
the Soul is under that Promile, Mat. IT, 
laſt. and in a fair way to hopes of Glory. 

'2. Till the Letts that keep Chriſt and the 
Soul afunder be removed: Reſting m ovr own 
Riphteaufneſs, rejecting the command of "0 
and regarding the objections of Lnbehict ; 
retaining and cheriſhing the Sin of Unbelief 
as a harmlets grub and fit Companion for the 
Saul, are all impgdiments that muſt be re- 
moved, before hopScan triumph in the Soul. 

3. Till the Life of Faith be ſer up and 


kepr up in the Soul, Unbelief muſt not only be 


ſuppretied, but Faiin muſt be exerciſed and 
keptto irs work in the foul: \Gal. 3. 14, We 
receive the promiſe of the Spirit through faith, 
And its the Acts and Operations of Faith to de- 
moenfirate ro the Soul that it hath received 
the Spirit, and therefore a Faithleſs Soul can- 
not live in true Hope of Glory. 

4. Fill the Love of God be ſhed abroad 
in o Soul, Rom. 5: 4, Experience works 
Hope; viz. The Experience of the Love of God 
' to the ſoul : When his Love is ſhed abroad 
in the heart, and his Love-tokens appear In 


the ſoul, and the Spirit Wi; the ſoul a agnt 
0 
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of the Demonſtrations of God's :Love ; eve- 
ry Grace is a drop of Divine Love, and the 
more of theſe drops are ſhed in the Soul, the 
more viſible it is co the Soul that Chriſt is þa 
it; and the greater ſatisfaction that the Soul 
hath herein, the greater are its hope of Glo- 
ry. l 
3 Caution. 

Take heed of conceited canſeleſs hopes of 


Glory : There are ſome ( whether in Chriſt 


or out of Chriſt I am not to determine )) that 
pretend to high hopes of Glory, from an high. 
opinion that they have of Free-Grace, though 


they. want the manifeſtation of true Grace in 


themſelves : That Free-grace is to be admired, 
I grant, and would not derrogate from the 
honour of'Free-grace for a world : Yet I pohi- 
tively affirm that its not Free-grace, quia gra- 
245” datur, but quia nobis datur ; not becauſe 
its freely given, but becauſe its given to us, 
and abideth in us, and ſhews to us that Chriſt 
1s in.us, and we by him in a ſtate of Reconci- 
lation with God, that is the Spring of all true 
hope of Glory. 
(1.) Becauſe this hope of Glory 1s one of 
the Priviledges of the Sons of God, and no 
common mercy ; whereas if it came from Grace 
as free, and not as in us, and from a high opi- 
nion of Free-grace, and not from the fruiti- 
on of Free-grace, then it's a common mercy, 
and may be found in any hypocrite that hath 
lych an opinion in himſelf. | 
(2) Be- 
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(2.) Becauſe this - Hope of Glory-is one of 


the Produdts of effeCtual Vocation,and a Benefit 
that floweth from it: Col. 3.15. Epheſ. 4. 4. 
and therefore preſuppoſeth effectual Vocati- 
on: We muſt expeCt nothing from Free-grace 
but what comes in Gods: own appointed way, 


and not create to our ſelves fooliſh fancies 


for hopes of Glory. 


ES 4 Caution, 


Take heed of Clouding your Hope of Glo- 


ry by dangerous Relapfes into fin, Do 


you live in ture hopes of Glory ? prize your 


priviledge, but beware of obſeuring it: You 
find rhe {ſweetneſs of ir, and ſhould make 
much »of it, and avoid every thing. that E- 


clipſeth this Hope of Glory, P/. 85. 8. God 


will ſpcak peace to his people, but let them not 
return again to folly. q. d. I returned to Folly 
afrer 1 received Peace; and I have ſmarted for 
it; | broke my Peace, and loſt my ſenſible 


hope, and would have the world to take war- 


ning by me, and to take heed. of Relapſes 
into ſin, for Relaples into {in are returns un- 
to Folly : Let us all take warning by Davzd, 


and ſtand npon our Guard, and withſtand 


fin ja its firſt motion, leſt it get advantage, and 
we come to return to Folly, and fo we looſe 
the aſſurance of Hope:: 
and deprefſeth the Soul with much Fear and 
Anguiſh; and it's difficult and hard to regain 


ir, and therefore it will be our Wiſdong..to 


ſeek 


It's a doletul, loſs, 


| 


| juſtly alarmed us, and am under the ſame 
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ſeek to prevent, and to fly. fin, as we would 


fly froma Serpent ; for fin deals with che fin- 


ners, as the Theives did by the Perſon of him 
that is ſpoken of, Luke 10. 30. They ſtrips 
and wounded him : It ſtrips the Soul of us 


Peace, and Hope, and Joy, and wounds the 


Conlcience ; it is like the fiery Serpents in the 


Wilderneſs, that ſtung aud mortally wound- 


ed the /ſraclites; and the wounds of Sin are 
not ealily healed : And they are painful wounds ; 
they made David, as {tour a Warriour as he 
was, to roar out, Pſal. 38. 8. When hope is 
clouded by the duſt of fin, the poor 1oul lan- 
oSuiſhes, and lives very uncomfortable, aud that 
which aggravates its miſery, is the ſtate from 
whence "it is fallen, To fall from hope into 
Deſpair, from Joy into Sorrow, adds much 
to the greatneſs of the Grief. 


5 Caution. 


Take heed of cheriſhing Fears of future out- 
ward Calamities, and falling into bad times : 
Under high hopes of Glory I find a great 
Confternation in many abour approaching e- 
vils, and ail hope of: future good to the Chur- 
ches of Chriſt in theſe Nations caſt off by them. 
I. have read the. preſent D:lemma of thele 
Nations of England, Scotland and Ireland, 
conſidered, argued and improved, that hath 


apprehenfions with that Learned and Reve- 
rend Author: But think that timorous Per- 


{ons - 
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ſons abuſe the Author, by -awakening their 
diſkruſtful fears, and {upprefſing their hopes 
and Faith in Gods Fairhfulnels and All-luffici- 
 ency under our {ad Circumſtances : All the 
| great experiences of Gods goodnels, and the 


proviſion that he hath made for our fature 


ſupply, ought not to be overlooked, but re- 
main as food for Faith and Hope to feed 
uvon : Nay, were our caſe much worſe than 
it is, it»is our duty 
rage our ſelves. in the Lord our God, and 
to exerciſe an univerſal rruſt in him, not on- 
ly in the concerns of our Souls, but in aud 
about the Concerns of $:ox. And though I 
have diſcovered my thoughts to many of an 
approaching violent ſtorm, yet I look upon 


it as a' ſtorm in mercy to the People of 


God, as the great Deſign of Providence, to 
uſher in thereby the greateſt Favours that 


ever were conferred upon the Churches of. 


| Chriſt ; and have that Seriprure much in 
my mind, Ezck, 20. 37, 38. [ will cauſe 
you to paſs under the Rod, ard will bring you 
into the bond of the Covenant : And I will purge 
out from amongſt 'you the Rebels, and them that 


tranſoreſs againſt me : Thele Rebels muſt be 


parged our that oppole the work of the 


Lord, and hinder what he is about to do for 
' his' people: And we muſt be brought again 


into the Bond of the Covenant, and pals 


under the Rod, in order to' this great Mer- 


. Cy; and this Rod therefore is not to be. fear-, 


ed, 


with David to encou- 
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ed, nor to weaken, but to heighten our hope : 
And I am not wholly without hope 
that I my ſelf ( tho? aged ) may yet 
live to ſee the ſtorm over, and the REbels there- 
by purged out, and the Bond of the Cove- 
naut renewed, and the People of God united, 
and the Kingdom of Chriſt advanced, and his 
faithlul Ambafladors promoted, in {uch a me- 
thod of Providence, as ſhail add {uch Luftre 
to the Mercy, and {uch clear Evidence that 
it is the. Lords work, that the very Enemies 


Now 67. 


- | thereof (hall be put to perpetual Silence. And 


I entreat my Brethren, and al] thar fear the 
Lord, to hope in the Lord, not only for glo- 
Ty, but for great and glorious things from 
God, as the return of many Prayers of Faith, 
and the iſſue of all the great things that our 
good God hath already wrought for us. The 
{ins of the Nation cannot hinder the accom- 
pliſhment of abtolute promiles : The promiſe 
of the Meſſiah was an ablolute promile ; and 
though its accompliſiment was long delayed, 
yet in the fulneis of the appointed time he ' 
came, and the degenerated itace of the Church 
could not hinder it. The Promite of the De. 
liverance of the I/ra*lires out of Egypr was an 
ablolute Promiſe, and fujfilled exactly, nor- 
withſtanding the great fins that then abound- 
ed. Provoking-ſins cannot nullifie nor fraftrate 
abſolute Promiſes : Now the Promiſes of the 


Downfall of Antichriſt, and of the Calling of 
| the Zewr, and of the fullneſs of the Gentiles, are | 


ablo- 
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abſolute promiſes yet unfulfilled 3 and the tine. 
though concealed from us, yet cannot be afar 
off, 1ſa. 10. 25. Yet a very little time and the 
indignation ſhall ceaſe, and mine anger in their 
deſtruftion : Gods anger towards his People 

ends in the deſtroying of their Enemies, Hag. 2. 
3. Though it tarry, wait for tt, becaule ir will 
turely come, it will not tarry: The accompliſh- 
ment of ablolute Promiſes tarry till the appoint- / 
ed time of their accompiiſhment, and then it | 
ſurely comes, and: will not tarry ; Satan, fin- 
ners, nor ſin abounding, can cauſe ir to tarry 
any longer, Iſa. 46. laſt, It (hall not be” far 
off ; and my ſalvation ſhall not *:: ry, and I will | 
place ſalvation in Sion for Jjrael my Glory : 
Salt ation is provided for and placed near to | 
the Church of Chriſt, ready to come forth 
at the ap2ointed time, till chen it muſt tarry in 
its appointed place, and then ir ſhall not tar- 
ry; then fin may abound, but though {in a- 
bound then, yet it ſhall not tarry. The 
Intereſt of Chriſt in the world ( I con-' 
fels) is very low, and many of the Reform. | 
ed Churches near to ruin: P/, 12. 5. But for 
the oppreſſion of the poor and the ſighing of the 
needy, now wil l ariſe, ( faith the Lord ) I will. 
ſer him in ſafety from him that pufferh at him, 
Mans extremity is Gods opportunity to ſhew 
mercy in. And to me the low eſtate of the 
Churches isan Encouragment, as it is demonſtra- 
tive that the appointed time draws nigh, which. 


is uſually fach a.time as will add a great Luſtre 
to. 
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to the Deliverance. Now 1 expect that ſtorm 
to ariſe chat will fall upon the Enemies of 


Chriſt, lead forch the workers of iniquity, 


that peace may be upon Son, . by the remoe 
val of the Diſturbers of her peace. And be- 
cauſe it will -be terrible, it concerns us all to 
ſtrengthen our Souls againſt the Fears and Ter- 
rors that muſt needs accompany it, with high 
hopes of Glory, and allo of a good Iflve : Let 
us make God our Refuge, and in him let. us 
hope : Though ir darken the sky that no light 
appear, yet let us truſt in the Name of the Lord, 
and ſtay our {elves upon our God, 1ſa. 50. 10. 
Let us mind our then preſent duty, and ſtick 


| cloſe to the Lord our God, in hope that he will - 


bring Light out of Darknels, and turn all co 
the furtherance of the Golpel. Let us humble 


| our {<lves for our fins and the fins of the Land ; 


but let us not deſpair becaule of ſin, but live 


In Expectation of the Accompliſhment of the 
 Promites both for this Life and the Life to 


come. Let us wait for a good Iflue, and let us 


wait in Hope : Ler us quit our elves like men, 
like men of Coprage, like men that live in 


hopes of Glory : Let us be ſtrong in the Lord, 
relyins on him for Support and Comfort, 
and Supplies of all our need in that needful time 
of Trouble : Let us not hang down the Head, 


as men without hope, not give any cauſe by 


our Fears and Deſpondencies to the Enemies 
of Chriſt to triumph over us : But let us fly 
to the Promiſes, and fer Faith and Hope on 

H work, 
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work, that by our Faith we may farther 

_ the work of the Lord : 'Let us pray in Faith - 
then, and not pive way to the evil heart of 
Unbelief: And as a help herein, let us make 
nſe of that Catalogue of Promiſes and Experi- 
ences that is annexed to this {mall Treatiſe : It 
hath been by me this many years, and 1 have 
met with many great TToubles, and have 
uſed it all along with advantage, and now ſend 
It abroad for the good of others. The Prayer 
of: Pail for the Romans ſhall be my Concluſi- 
'On, Rom. 15. 13. Now the God of Hope fill 
you with all joy and peace in believing, that ye 
may abound in hope, through the power of the 
Holy Ghoſt, Amen, Amen. 


—_—_—— 
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Promiſes of GOD 


Verified 1in the 
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Þ| | Collefted by A. B. for his private Ule, 


and now Publiſhed for the Benefit 
of others, 


_ —— , ea He —_—_— —— ———} —  k.... _—_— —— FL tt. >. 
” 


— 


God is not Man that he ſhould tell a Lye, 
Experience doth his Promiſe verifie ;; 
When of Experience 1 aid take a View, 

I found bis Promiſes fauthful and true. 
Thy faithfulneſs, O Lora, I do adore, 
And pray that I may doubt of it no more. 
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Experiences of the Godly. | | 


i RE VEE Mi. 


THE 


P RE FACE 40 the Catalogue. 


Hen I drew up this Catalogue of 
Promiſes and Experiences for my . 


own private Uſe, I prefixt this 

Preface *to ſtir up my ſelf to the Exerciſe of 
Faith in the Promiſes, and not then intending 
to make them publick, 1 made ule of a Trea- 
| tiſe wrote againſt Fear, by that Pious and Ex- 
cellent Divine Mr. Flavel, Methodizing and 
adding Meditations of my own, and thereby 
modelling it into a ſuitable form for my own 

| Uſe, and have continued it, and Pabliſhed it 
for the good of others ; and hereby give the 
World notice thereof, to do Juſtice to that Fa- 
mous Man, and to free my {elf from the Cen- 
ſure of ſuch as may accuſe me of decitfulneſs 
herein: It was my own good that I then aim- 
ed at, and the good of others that I now aim 
at; and had I laid it by, the enſuing Cata- 
I logue would not have been ſo uſeful to the Rea- 
der. But, Gentle Reader, make uſe of this 
| Poſie, and pleaſe thy ſelf in the ſweetneſs of 
| it, and with the Bee ſack out the Honey, and 
ive God the Glory. And if thou arr one of 
the faithful Servants of Chriſt, thou haſt an In- 
| H 3 tereſt 
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tereſt in the Promiſes, and may'ſt, yea, muſt 
improve them upon all Occaſions, for the con- 
firmation of thy Soul in the holy Faith, and 
for the ſuppreſſing of thy diſtruſtful Fears, 
and ftrengthening of thy Hope, that thereby 
thou .may'ſt live chearfully and comfortably 


jn &þis troubleſome World. To ſerve 'the 
Lord with jay and gladnels is our indiſpenſible 


Daty,,. and nothing can afford ys More -help 
therein then acquainting onr ſelves with, and 


contemplating bfc on the rich and precious Pro- 


riſes, adding thereto the Exerciſe of Faith, 
To live by Faith upen the Promiles, and by 


Faith to ſuck the ſweetneſs out of the Breaſts. 


of Conſolation, is one of the excellencies of a 
fincere Chriſtian, and that from which he re. 


eeives profit and comfort in abundance ; and 
he that is. much exerciſed herein lives con-! 


tentedly, yea, comfortably, under all world- 
ly diſcomforts and difcouragements, and is 
freed from thofe Doubts, Fears and Deſpon- 
dencies that, many labour under, to the dil- 


honour and diſparagement of true Religion : [ft 
therefore we would paſs away our Pilgrimage 


on Earth with a calm and quiet Spirit, and 
carry it under our Crofſes with chearfulnels 


and alacrity, to the Honour of the Goſpel; 
then we muſt ſometimes, yea, ſpend much 
time in peruſing the Promiſes of God and the 


godly, and ponder them in our Hearts, till 


.we find and feel our Souls raiſed and refreſhed 
thereby ; this would be a means to Keep our 


Love 


ET 
Love to God warm, 'and to make us lively in 
the Service of our Maſter, and to make the 
ſaid Service Eafie and Delightful to-ps; 4nd 
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| for our encouragement herein, let us oblerve 


the fruitfnlneſs of the Promiſes, and the faith. 
fulneſs of him that is the Promiſe-maker. 
(1.) The fruitfalneſs of the Promiſes: The 


Promiſes are our 4agna Charta for Heaven, 


and entitle us to many choice Priviledges.z 
they are a rich Garden full of ſweer Flowers, 
they are called, 2 Per. 1. 4. Exceeding great 
and, precious Promiſes : Great, yea, exceedin 
great, containing matters of great price a 
of great import, rich Promiſes, and fruitful 
Promiſes, full of choice Fruits ; For, 

1. They the are the Food of Faith, and there 
is enough 1in them for Faith to feed on, and the 
more Faith feeds on' them the ſtronger it 
groweth; and the reaſon why many are 1o 
weak in Faith, is becauſe tney do make little 
uſe of the Promiſes, and fo Starve, Famiſh and 
Enfeeble their Faith. 

2. They are the Fort that the Soul is to 
flie to in ill times, and in all caſes of danger 
preſerve it in ſafety ; thither it is that the Soul 


is to flie for refuge, and there-ir. finds fafe- 


$row 


3. They are the fire that warms and heats 
our Love to God : Our Love to God is but 
a reflexion of Gods Love to us. Gods Love 
to us it is that kindles and quickens our Love 
to him ; And the Promiſes are ſo many Ex- 
H 4 preſſons 
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preſſions of Love to his People : His Pre. 
 cepts are the manifeſtations of his Will tg: 
_ them, and the Promiſes the Tokens and Te. 
ſtimonies of his Love to them; his Preceprs 
are to excite their ſear of God, and his Promi. 
ſes to excite their Love of God. - 


4. They are the Flaggons of Wine where. 


with he treats and entertains' his Spouſe, 
2 Cant, 5. Stay me with Flaggons : That is, 


ſupport and comfort me with the Cordi- 
als of the Promiſes; they are the Rivers the. 


Streams whereof do make glad the. City of 


God; and the. niore we bath in theſe 'Ri-| 


vers, and drink of theſe ftreams, the more 
we are refreſhed. Obſerve allo, 

2. The faithfulneſs of God in his Promiſes, 
Heb. 10. 33, Faithful is he that hath promt- 
fed : And if God be God.; it is not poſſible for 
him to be unfaithful, for unfaithſulneſs 1s 
great imperfection, and therefore inconſiſtent 
with his Deity. To acknowledge God to be 


God, and yet deny his faithfulneſs, is a con-- 


tradiction; and this is one thing that makes 
Unbelief ſo exceeding Sinful, becauſe it de- 
nyeth his faithfulneſs, and thereby goes about 
to deftroy him; it chargeth God with fall: 
hood, and to Blaiphemeth him ; bur there can 
be no defect in his Nature, who is infinite in 
Truth and Holineſs, great is bis faichfulneſs. 
The experience of the People of God in all 
Ages doth wiineſs to the World that the faith: 
| Fulnels of Godin his Promiſes is ſpotleſs and 
| | unſtained, 
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unſtained, Foſ. 23. 14. Of all the good things 
which the Lord ſpake concerning you, not one 
thing hath failed : Pla; 146. 5. Happy is be- 
that hath the God of Facob for his Refuge —— 
Who keepeth Truth for ever. Such is his faith- 
fulneſs in his Promiſes, that he: hath perfor- 
med. {fuch Promiſes as to ſenſe and reaſon 
wereimprobable, if not impoſſible. As, 

1. Such Promiſes as have Croſſed the courſe 
of Nature, Gem. 18. 10. Sarah thy Wife ſhall 
have a Son: This Promiſe was croſs to the 


_ eourſe of Nature. Sarah was barren when 


Young, and now ſhe was Old, and it ceaſed to 
be with her after the manner of Women, fo 
that the Promiſe was impoſſible to ſenſe and 
reaſon, and yet it was acompliſhed, 

2. Such Promiſes as have claſhed with pre- 
ſent Providences. Providence doth ſometimes 
ſtand croſs to the Promiſes, and looketh up all 


ways that lead towards the accompliftiment of 


them, yet in this caſe, God out of faithfulneſs 


hath performed ſach Promiſes, without fail- 


ing fo much as in a circumſtance. The 1ſra- 
Iztes were to continue in Egypr 430 Years, and 
were promiſed deliverance at the expiration of 


thole Years: Now Exod. 12. 41. God was fo 


exact in his fairhfulneſs. that he kept day with 
them, though ,when the day of deliverance 
came, Providence ſtood oppoſite to the Pro- 
mile, their bondage being then at the higheſt, 
and all vitible ways of deliverance lockt 
up. 

3. Such 


b ++ The Tree. »- 


'3- Such oromiſes as have. continued feyeral 
Ages noaccompliſhed : As the promile of the 

fiah continued many Ages anaccompliſhed, 
Een the fullneſs of time was come, God 
ent his Son according to Promile, Gal. 4. 4. 


The moſt anctent Promiles have Lion fulfilled. 


God never broke day with his People, fo faith- 
_ fal is he that hath promiſed: Delays of Accam- 


_ miſe, but ander great and long delays they.con- 
tinnein ſol Force, Power and Vertue ; and when 
the appointed time prefixt by God for their per- 
formance,then deliverance cames,and doth not, 

nor can it tarry : Oh that we could make uſe of 
this ſaitiifuinets of God in his promiſes ro our 


own advantage z and the Ule that we are ta 


_— of it ts as followeth. 

The faithfulneſs of,God in his Promiſes 
FTE to keep up the Credit of the Promiles : 
We ſhould account the Promiſes our choiceſt 
Treature, and fet a great 'value vpon them, 


both becauſe of the ſuperexcellency of the. 


things Promiled, and becaule of the infallibi. 
ity of him thac promiſed them : He that made 
theſe Promiſes is God and not man, and there 
being no impotency nor inconſtancy in him, 
the Promites muſt needs prove certain and un- 


failable. 
2. The faithfalneſs of God in his promi- 


ſes {erves to'check and condemn the fears and - 


Jealouſies that arile in us, from the foreſight 


of future troubles : Whence ſpring all wy 
{- 


pliſhment do not nallifie nor fruſtrate Gods Pro-. 
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diftrafting thoughts that croud our Souls but 
from Unbelief ? did we live by Faith upon the 
Promiſes, it were not poſſible for us to be 
overwhelmed with: fears, 7atrh. 8. 26. Why 
are ye fgarful, ob ye of little faith ? have we 
ſuch precious Promiſes ? and is he faithful that 
hath promiſed ? then why are we ſo fearful ? 
our fears ſurely are groundlels fears, they pro-: 
ceed not from any juſt cauſe, but from our 
diſtraſting the fairhfalneſs of God in his Pro- 
miſes': Had we more Faith, we ſhould have leſs 
fear ; Faith would fcacter our fears by fetching 
in relief from the Promiles, it would chide out 


flaviſh fear, as it did in David, Pſal. 42. laſt, 


Why are thou caſt down, Oh my Soul ! hope thou 
in God. py 

3. The faithfulneſs of God in his Promi- 
| Tes ſerves to Create in us an ardent Love to 
our Gracious Lord and Maſter : Who would 
not Love ſuch a kind and faithful Friend ? as 
we ſhould fear him for his Greatneſs, ſo ſhonld 
we love him for his Goodneſs. How good 
hath God been to us, in giving {auch a large 
ſtock of rich Promiles unto us, and therein in- 
tailing fo large an inheritance upon us ! how 
ſad and forlorn would our condition be, were 
it not for theſe precious Promiſes! what 
would poor perſecuted, reproached and deſpt- 
ſed Chriſtians do, were they not ſupported 
by theſe Promiſes! and what would poor 
doubting "Chriſtians do, but for theſe Promi- 
les! how many under the diftreſſes of _= 
us 
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Souls have recived comfort from the Promi- 
- ſes ! that Bleſſed Martyr Mr. B:lney, being 
wounded .in Conſcience for renouncing the 
Profeſſion of his Faith, and ſubſcribing the 
Popiſh Errors, was at Taſt comforted with 
that Promiſe, Iſa. 26. 3. Thou. wilt keep him 
#n perfelt peace whoſe mind is ſtayed on thee. 
A Young maid went Triumphantly to Hea- - 
ven by the refreſhment ſhe found in that Pro- 
mile, Marth. 11.28. Come wnto me all ye that 
are weary and heavy laden, and I will give you 
reſt: Many drooping'Spirits have been comfort- 
ed from theſe words, 1 Fohn 3.14, We know 
that we have paſſed from death to life, becauſe 
we 1ove the Brethren : | know one that hath 
lived comfortably many Years upon that Pro- 
miſe, Ph:l. 4.19. My God ſhall ſupply all your 
wants, according to his riches in glory by Chriſt : 
Oh what cemforts have many received from 
the Promites: God expreſleth his Love to- 
his People in theſe Promiſes, and they ſhould 
expre's their Love to him in their thankful- 
neſs for the Promiles. 

4. The Faithfulneſs of God in his Promiſes 
ſerves to confirm our Faith in the Promiles. Is 
he fairhſul that hath Promiſed ? why then fhould 
we doubt of the truth of the Promiſes ? Chriſt 
(ſays one ) is the Vine, and the Promitles are a 
Cluſter of Grapes growing uponthis Fine, and 
Faith prefſeth the Wine of comfort and con- 
tentment out of thecluſter ofthe Promiſes. Why 


do we not make more improvement and advan- 
* ———_ tage 


tage of the Promiſes,and live more uponthem ? 
doth not the Faithſulneſs of God filence all our 
doubts, and challenge from us more ſtrenuous 
Acts of Faith ? is God true to his Word ? 
then furely we ſhould patiently wait for, and 
aſſuredly expect the accomplifiment of the 
Promiles, and that when the Stream'-of Pro- 
vidence-runs another way, God {alth, Jer. 
32. 42." 1 will bring upon! them all the good that _ 
I have promiſed them : And if we would receive 
the good contained inthe Promiſes, + then/we 
muſt act Faith in the Promiles : Faith takes 
this for granted, that God will 'be as pood , 
as his Word, and by reflcCting upon 'Geds 
- ata Faith is ſtrengthened and confirm- 
ed. - af 

5. The Faithfulneſs of God in his Promiſes 
ſerves to cleat the Promiſes from all charges of 
miſcarrying. The Promiſes are not alway per- 
formed toall that claim an intereſt in them, but 
this is not to be charged on God as a piece of 
unfaithfulneſs: For, 

_ (1.) Delays in performing Promiſes are no 
breaches of Promiſe, if the. time of perfor- 
mance be.not limited in the Promiſe, Pf. 77. 
$. Doth his promiſe fail for evermore : No, 
No, that cannot be; it may fail for a time, 
but not for ever: God. will make his word 
good one time or other : Though he may delay 
the performance, yet he cannot break the Pro- 
mile, and therefore its good to weit quietly 
for the ſalvation of the Lord, | 


_ (2.)DiL. 
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(2.) Diſcharges from Promiles diſcharg 


efrom 
the performance,and in conditional promites the 
non-oblervation of the canditiondiſchargesfrom 
the performance : And. many of Gods promi- 
ſes are. conditional, and luch as keep not the 
Congition,;do juſtly mils of the Accompliſh- 
menr of the promile, and yet he is faichful that 


promiſed-: : 2 Chron. 15. 2. The Logd ts with 
you whilſt . you are with bim, but if Jo» orſake 
bimy be wall .for ſake you... 

(3+). Doing more for, a perſon then the pro- 
mite draopnts to, chough, not the fame, but in 
another kind,..is no breach of Pramiyle, , but 
Aa performance of it with advantage, As, if 
I promiſe to another 100 1, and inflead there- 
of give him a Jewel worth 2001. then | am 
as S00d/and betcer then my word to | him. So if 
God promiſe Deliverance and, do nar deliver, 
bur gives..Strength, Comfort and ſpiritual Ad- 
vatitage to a perlon in his Trouble, he zs as goad 
and better than his word to him. When he gives 
eternal life inſtead of remporal lite, the, promile 

6. The Faichfolocks of. God in Fi Promiſes 
ſerves to quicken us to all, Diligence in look- 
ing out after an intereſt in the - Promiſes. 
Though: there.are many precious promiles, and 
he is faithfal chat promiſed, yet what, are, we 
the better if we be none of thole. ta whom 


the promiſe belongs? if we be in thexftate of 


Nature, we are: uader the. Law, and. -not ug- 
der Grace ; : under the Curſes of the Law, and 


not 


1anſwer, 


| Promiſes let us cleanſe our ſelves, &c. He that 
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not under the Promiſes of the Goſpel. Srady 
therefore under your Peace and Liberty your 
intereſt in the Promiſes, that-you; may apply 
them to your ſelves without Prefumption when 
you fall into Adverfity. If you ask how you 
may diſcover your intereſt in the: Promiles : 
2 (1.) You muſt cleanſe: your lelves 
from all Pollutions, 2 Cor. 7. beg. Having theſe 


will comfortably apply the Promiſes,mult apply 
himſelf diligently to the Conditions of the pro- 
miſe, he muſt cleanſe himſell, that he may be 


capable to receive the Bleflings -promiled; and 
| live alway under the influence of'the Promiſe, 


and be able jaſtly to challenge an intereſt in the 
promiſe. 'Such as have fil:hy pollated Soals 


have no Intereſt in- the Promile. 


(2.) You muſt.cloſe with the Promiſe, and 
accept of ir with its Condition :annexed, ftri- 
ving for the Qualifications ' upon + which 'the 
Obligation of the Promiſe dependeth, and at- 


ing thoſe Graces-ſo ſtrongly, that you may 


be ſatisfied in your ſelves that the Habits of 
thoſe Graces are within you, and then the Door 
of the Promiſe: will ftand open to you, and 
you may enter into it with fatisfaCtion upon-all 
occaſions, The more clearly Grace darteth forth 
its Beams in your Souls, the more manifeſt will 


your intereſt in the promiſes appear. 


7, The Faithfalneſs of God in his promiſes 
ſerves to convince us of the wretchedneſs of ſuch 


as have no Intereſt in the Promiſes : Alas, alas, 


what 
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what will formal Hypocrites do- in an evif 
day ? whether will they fly for refage ? if they 
run to the promile, ir. will.afford them no ſac- 
cour, not-becauſe the Promile' faileth, bur be- 
cauſe it belongs not to them: They are none 
of the Heirs of the promiſe : The promiſe is 
the Heritage of the Righteous : Faithful is he 
that hath promiſed : But to theſe he hath made 
no promiſes ; his Threatnings,not his Promiſes, 


belong unto them. Irs no wonder that formal / 


Hypocrites fall from their profeſſion in a time 
of Perſecution, they. being not under the pro- 
mifes, but under danger of being left to them- 
ſelves for impriſoning the Truth in unrighteoul- 
neſs; 2 The/ſ. 2.10. Such as receive not the Love 
x the Truth, ſhall be given up to ſtrong Delu- 
fions. 
ving the Promife of this Life and the Life that 
 1sto come: The promiles, appertain to God- 
| lineſs, and neither the promiſes of this life 
nor of the life to come belong to ungodlineſls. 
The Godly are the Chiidren of the -Pro- 
miſe, but rhe ungodly the Children of Wrath, 
and have nothing to do with the promiſe. And 
how: wofal is their condition that have no [n- 
tereſt ih the promiles. ._ 


8. The Faithfulneſs of God in his Promiſes [| 


ſerves to comfort Chriſtians under all the evits 
that may befal them in this' wicked World: 
They may comfort themſelves, (1.) In the 
fullne(s of the Promiſe : There is a ſupply. of 
all their wants laid up for them in the .Pro- 

| miſe, 


mi 
jet, 


Godlinefs is profitable to all things, ha-: 
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miſe ; and whatſoever they. need; they may 
ferch from the Fountain of the. Promiſe ; want 
chey Comfort or Council, Support or Strengeh, 
thele and much more are laid -up- for them 
in the Promiſes; (2.) They may alſy comfort 
cthem(clves 1 in the Faichfulneſs of the Promiſes : 
They are firm and infallible Promiſes, and 
can deceive none that rely upon them. Sup- 
pole they fall.into Poverty, Sod. hath promi- 
wy not to ſuffer them to lack, and to repait 
their Loſſes ; and fairhful is he that hath promil- 
ed. Suppoſe they be caſt into Priſon,, God hath 
promiled them his. Preſence, Power, Peace, 
and his Spirit, and theſe will turi a Priſon in- 
to 2 Pallace; and faithful is he that hath promiſed; 
Suppoſe they be put to Death in the cauſe - 
of the Goſpel, irdoth bur haſten them to Hea- 
ven, and God hath promiſed to be with them 
in che fire, and to reward them- with. a more 
and. faithful is he 
that hath promiſed : Suppoſe through the vio- 
lence of a Temptation they be overcome, and 
fall into ſome hainous ſin; they (hall not die 
in that fin, but recover by renewed: Repen- 
rance, for God hath promiſed to heal their back= 


| liding); and faithful is he thar, hath promiſed, 


0, The Faithfulneſs of God in his Promi- 
ſes ſerves to encourage ,us to, Conſtancy and 
Stedfaſtneſs in the profeſſion of the Faith : The 


Promiles are faithful Friends to fuch faichful : 


THe: as are not only in the Faith, and ſted: 
aft in the Faith, but alſo ſtedfaft in the open 
| _._ Pro 
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Profeſſion of their Faith. How do the Pro. n; 
miſes embolden, animate, and encourage them ol 
to Conſtancy and Perſeverance in this their Pro. | it: 
feſfion, in ſtormy and perilous times, Heb. 10, a 


2.3. Let us hola Faſt our profeſſion without wa- | OL 
wvering, faith{ul 14 he that hath promiſed: And | 7a 
is he faithful that hath promiled ? then why |  fle 
ſhould we waver and let go our profeſſion of |- ftr 
our Faith: Isnot Gods Faithfulneſs. a ftrong | Ye 
Encouragement to us to ſtick cloſe to our Pro. | be 
feſſon ?' Surely it is, for it anſwers all objeQi- | ti 
' ons that carnal reaſon objeas aganſt ſedfaſt- | ble 
neſs in our Profeſſion, and aſſures us of all ſup- | 2 / 
plies that we ſtand in need of, to help us to | Petr 
hold faſt our Profeſſion without wavering. | we 
(1.) It anſwers all Objetions that Carnal | cou 
Reaſon objects againſt rhis' ſtedfaſtneſs in our } whi 
Profeſſion. Doth carnal reaſon obje& Pover-{ Jeci 
ty, ſaying, if thou ſtick now in ſuch times] Will 
as thele to thy profeſſion, thou wilt be undone, 
and bring thy ſelf and thy Family to Begpary : afre 
The Anſwer is; The Earth is the Lords ahd - the 1 ha 
fulneſs thereof ; he feeds the Fowls of the Air, fiicl 
and/ provided Manna for the Iſraelites in the} The 
Wilderneſs, and he hath promiſed that there me, 
ſhall be no lack to them that fear him, Pſ,Þ hath 
34.9. and faithful is he that hath promiſed, *o 7 
Doth carnal reaſon obje& impotency and dif- Man 
ability, ſaying, alas thou'art a weak, frail andſ} Frie: 
fearful Creature, and wilt never be able tof #1! af 
hold out, and hold faſt' rhy profeſſion to the} 3 Fr! 
end of the ftorm; the Severities of w_ 5 a 
nable 


yet 


ject the 


ſtick clofe to me, thar can and will help 


nable Men, and ' the Craelties' they will ex: 
pole thee to,' will prove too 'hard for' thee; 
irs tb -no purpoſe to ſtrive ' againſt ſo violent 
a ſtream; better yield at” firft, than to ſtand 
out awhile, and then be forced to a diſhono- 
rable" Retreat. The Anſwer is this,- When my 


fleſh” Ant my heart faileth me; God is the 


ſtrengthi'of ny Heart : Thovghi I am weak, 
God is' ſtrong; and' he hath promiſed to 
be"'my' Shﬀfeld and \Refuge; and fairhfal is he 
that' hath promiſed” When Paul was in Frou- 
ble, God' ſtood -by him and ſtrengthned him, 


2 Tim. 4.16. Heb. 11. 34. Andintheprimitive 


Perſecutions the .: Chriſtians out of weakneſs 
were made ſtrong, why then ſhould I be diſ- 


couraged? 1 will truſt ro Gods Faithfalneſs, 


which never failed. Doth carnal reaſon ob- 
the perfidiouſneſs of Friends, ſaying, all 
will forſake you, and frown on you, and yeu 
will have none: to ftand by you, and to look 
afret You in your troubles : The Anſwer 'is, 
I have a faichful Friend that hath. promiſed to 
me 2 
The Lord of Hoſt hath promiſed to be with 
me, arid to help me, and faithful is he that 
hath promiſed : He was faithful to Paul; and 
to Farob, and to Foſeph, and thought they had 
many and great troubles, and their" worldly 
Friends failed them, yet he beftiended them 
all atong, and why ſhould I diſttuſt "ſo faidtifal 
a Friend © that never falfifted his pzomiſe'? thus 
the Faichfulnefs of God anſwers all cartial obje- 
effons. And, I'S - 2, It 
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2. It aſſures us of all ſorts of ſupplies that | 
we ſtand in need of, to help us to hold faſt 


Ou profeſſion - without wavering : Phil. 4» 19. 


My God ſhall ſupply all your need, according to his | 


riches in glory by Chriſt. He ſhall do it, laith 
Paul ; And how could Paul affure of all neceſ- 


| ſary ſupplies? why he knew that God was 


engaged by promiſe to do it, and that, he. was 


faithful that had promiſed : And therefore he 


confidently concludes, my God ſhall ſupply 
all your need. What do: we need to carr 
us through the Tryals and Troubles of this life ? 
why. we need, W 
| (t.) Grace to help us againſt our . Fears, 
Doubts and Diſcouragements : And this is ſe- 


cared to us.in the Promiſes, P/al. 84. 4. The 
Lord will give Grace and Glory, and no good 


thing will he withold from thoſe that walk, up- 
rightly : 2 Cor. 12. 9. My Grace us ſufficient 
; for thee : And thou ſhalt have ſafficient Grace 


co carry thee through thy T1yals and Trouble : | 
He: will proportion the meature of thy ' Grace | hi 


to thy neceſlity: If he lay great Troubles on 
thee, and thou doſt meet with ſtrong Temp- 
tations, ſtronger than that meaſure of Grace 
thar thou. haſt received can bear up againſt, 
then he will come in with new ſupplies of Grace, 
. enough.codupply this thy grear need. : 
' .:: (45). God 'to go along with you, to help, ſup- 
port; aſſiſt ;and comfort you, and this need- 
ful ſupply, is lecured to you in the Promi- 
ſes, Fohn, 14. 23. We will come to him, 


ara | cl 


. a " mag l 
Ll 


"a «F SL : "a 
s , Lu 
\ 


The Preface. 


; 133 
make ohr abode with him: 1a. 41.10. Fear 


not, I am with thee, and will help thee, I will 
,19. | »phaldthte: And if God be. with :us, we need 
0 bis | notto fear, he will help and-uptiold us: He 
faith | abides with us for this end and purpole, to ſee 


eceſ- | to our need and to ſapplyit. 7 
was (3.) Guides to direC(t you what toi ſay and 
was | what"todo, and how to carry it: under -your 
e he '| Tryalsand Troubles, and this is ſecured. to 
pply | you-in- the Promiſes ;- you ſhal} not'want gui” 
carry | dance, he hath promiſed that the Word ſhall 
life ? golden ba, Luke 1.79. And that' his};Spirit 
© | ſhallgijd& you, Fohy 16: 13. And.thitthe him- 
| {elf wil 'be'a guide unto you, Pſa. 48.14. 
And that unto Death, as long as iyou live in 
the World you ſhall not want a Guide, a 
Faithful'Goide, an all-ſyfficient Guide, Wiſdom 
it ſelf will be your Guide. PE: 
Thus you ſee. all your needs are provi- 
ded for, and infallibly ſecured in the pro- 
miles, upon the account of the Faithfulneſs of { 
him that hath promiſed; and that the pro- 
miſes may, be truſted to, becaule they are in--- * 
failable : And all the great and good things 
lodged up in the Promiſe ſhall certainly be 
received by Believers, either in Kind or equi- 
valence. What then remains, but that all you 
that are true Believers do make much ule of 
the Promiſes, and lay them up in your hearts, 
as Jewelsin your Cabinets, and reckon them 
amongſt your, choiceſt Treaſures, and exer- 
ciſe your Faith in truſting unto them : And 
FO to; under 
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nnder all -your Trials and. Temptations, Ay 
to them for;'refuge, pleading them. in your 
| Prayers, and .applying-them by Faith ito your | 
1 ſelves -for :your Support and Comfort: And 
; to afford;you ſome aid herein; 1 have,made a 
Catalogue of the choicelt Promiſes, and added 
thereto, the Saints Experjances : I did- it for 
my own. private ule, and-have found, it:ſo ofe- 
ful, that I thought-my ſelf;-bound t9..cayle it 
to. he::recarded for. pyblick; uſe. ;; and;icom- 
mend it-tg' the Chriſtian World as an Anti- 
dote agaiſk;.diftruſtful Fears; and Gare 
gainſt-fainting/ Firs 3: and aſſure ſuch agfyiahful- 
ly make.uls of jt,.that theirL,abour wi norbe 
in vain the;Lord ; 'bux. that if they. by; Faith 
ſuck thoſe Breaſts of Conſatation, they will af- 
ford chem much Somers and Soul Refecth- 
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A CATALOGUE of ma- 
ny choice Promiſes of God, 
verityed in the Experiences of 
the Godly : Publiſhed for the 
Uſe of Beleivers, to ſupport 
their Faith, and ſuppreſs their 
Fears in the days of their Pil- 
grimage. 


He breaſts of Conſolation 
.- Are full, had we but skill 
To tug and ſuck, our precious Souls 
With Comfort they would fill : 
 Diftruſt be gone, let Faith come on, 
And play its skilful part; 
The Promiſes of God are his 


err ll That truſts him in his heart. 

! Phyfick and Food, and all that's Good, 
-. [| ThePromiſes contain, 

1: Faith, play thy Part, and uſe thy Art, 


' That I this good may gain. 
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* Firſt, Promiſes of Proviſion far 
the' Supply of the Body. 


Oh fear the Lord, ye his Saints, for there 5; 


no lack to them that fear him': The Lyons lack 
and ſuffer hunger, but they that ſeek the Lord 


ſhall not want any good thing, Pla. 34. 9, 
_ EEE TRE ORG" ec 
' Then the Poor . and needy ſeek, wajer, and 
there is none, and their Tongue faileth for thirſt, 


« 


1 the Lord will bear them ——— I will make” 
the Wilderneſs a pool of Water, Ia: 41. 17. 
| Behold the fouls of the Air, for they neither | 


ſow nor reap, yet your heavenly Father feedeth 
them, are ye not much better, then they ? Mar, 
Take no thought, ſaying what ſhall we eat, or 


G | y 3» :.v Neb & £773 "Cov 
what ſhall we drink, or mwherewith ſhall'me be 


cloathed, for your heavenly Father knoweth that 
you have need of all theſe things. . _ 
Seek firſt the Kingdom of God, ana all 
theſe things ſhall. be added to you, V. 31, $2; 
, > My God ſhall ſupply all your needs, according 
to his riches in Glory by Chriſt Teſs, Phil, 
419-55 | 7 
I will feed them in a good Paſture —— in a 
fat paſture ſhall they feed ; I will feed my flock, 
and 1 will cauſe them to lie down, ſaith the Lord, 
Ezekiel 34. 14, 15- Ee 


28,5. 
Experiences 


Bleſſed jnall be thy basket and thy ſtore, Deut. | 
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Innatingas of Proviſion made - for 
the Body, verifying the Promiſes. 


He knoweth thy walking through the great 
Wilderneſs this 40 Years, the Lord thy God 
hath been with thee, thou heſ lacked nothing, 


| Deur. 2 


Who "ids bt thee forth - Water out of the 
Rock, of Aline, 'who fed thee in yo Weilderneſs- 
with Manng, Deut. 8. 15. 1 
The Ravens brought Eliſha of} and fleſh 278 
the Morning and in the Evening, 1 Kings 17.6. 
Thou prepareſt a Table before me, in the pre- 
ſence of my Enemies my cup runneth over © Sure- 
ly goodneſs and mercy ſhall Joriew me ail the 
* of my Life, Pfal. 23. 5.6 
He hath piven mear to them that fear him, he 
will ever be mindful of his. Covenant, Pla.111.5. 
And he ſaid unto them, when I ſent you out. 


without purſe, or ſcrip, or ſhoes, lacked ye - 


any thing 2. and they ſaid nothing, Luke 2.2, 35. 

Neither was there any among ſt rhem that 
lacked, AQs 4. 34. 

I bave, been young and. now am old, yet 
have 1 not ſeen the Rithroon! Jorſen, nor his 
ſeed begging bread, Pla. 3 
The God which "fed me oh Fr. life long wnto 
this day bleſs the lads He aid good, 


and "ay us rain from Heaven, and fruit- 


Þ fl ſeaſons, filling our hearts with food and with 
Lats” Acts L4. 17: 


Second. 
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_ Second, Promiſes of Protedtion. 


The eternal God 5s thy refuge, and underneath 
#rc the Almightys arms, Deut. 33, 27. 


The Lord will be @ refuge for the oppreſſed, 
a refuge in times of. trouble, Pla. 9..9. 

I the Lord do keep it, I wil keep: it "nw | 
and day, Ia. 27.3. 

Fear not, Abrabiar,, 1 am thy forila, Gen. | , 
3 T. $53 

Vo 4 that fear the Lord, truft i To the Lord, he | þ;, 
Ss their help and their ſheild, Pſa. 115.11, }- 


© Bleſſed 5s he that confidereth the poor — The 
Lord will preſerve and keep him alive, and will | |, 
xot deliver him unto the will of his enemits, | , Fi 
Pla, Tp beg. "AY 
Hp ſhed 3 his &ngels charge over thee, to | * 
pod thee in all thy Ways, Fd Or. I. - St -- 
The Lord ſhall preſerve thee from all evdl — | . - 
the Lord ſhall preſerve thy going out and thy | 3 
coming in, Pla. 121.7, 0. &re 
Thou ſhalt bige them in the ſecret of thy pre- bin 
fence from the pride of man, thou ſhalt ' keep p 
them ſecretly_in a pavilion from the rife "Se 
Fongues, Ph.3r. 20. 


.- .Experien- 


139 


Experiences of ProteQtion,. veri- 


tying the Promiles, 


Thou haſt been a ſtrength to the Poor, a re- 
fuge from the ſtorm, when' the blaſt of the ter- 
rible ones Was as 4 ſtorm ag ainſs Fe wes, Ta, 
25: 4+ 

My help Cinch from the Lord, be "A keep 
th thee will not ſlumber, Pal. 121.2; 3.: 
' The Lord is my Shield, my heart truſted in 
him, and I am helped, Plal. 28. 7 : 


He it 1s that brought our. Fathers out of the 
land of Egypt, and preſerved | us 1n all the way 
wherein we went, and amongſt all the Peopls 


through whom we paſſed, Joſhu 24. 17. 


Thus- the Lord preſerved David whitherſoe 
ver be went, - 1 Cron. 18. 13, © 
 Tmo Angels came to Sodom, and when morn s 
mg aroſe" they haſtnid Lot, nd when he lan- 
gred, they laid hold upon bis hand. and brought 
him forth, Gen. 19. 15. 

My God hath ſent his Angels, and hath ſhut 
the Lyons mouths, that they have not burt me, 
——— Damel was taken out of the Den, and 
no manner of hurt was 5 found 0n him, Dan. 
6, T9703 __ | 


Thirdly, 
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by AMictions. | 


. - All-things work, together for good to them 
_ Fhit love God : Troubles may come upon ſuch 
by troops, many together, but are as Ingredi- 
Ents ina Soveraign Medicine, that all work 
together for the good of the Patient. Rom. 8. 28. 
. By: this ſhall the iniquity of Jacob be purged, 
and this 1s all the fruit, to take away his ſin, 
Wa. .27. 9. _ 
1 will bring the third part through the fire, 
and will refine them as Silver is refined, Zac. 
13.9. | IR 
He chaſtiſeth us for our profit, that we might 
, be partakers of holineſs, Heb. 12. 10. 
Like theſe good -fruues will 1 acknowleage 
them that are carried away Captive of Fudah — 
Into the land of the Caldeans for their good. 
Jer. 24. 5: SO 
* 1 will cauſe you to paſs under the Tod, and 
will bring you into the bond of the Cove- 
nant, ' Ezekiel 20. 37,38. +: 
Thou ſhalt confider in thy heart that as a, 
man chaſteneth his ſon, fo the Lord:thy God 
chaſteneth thee," viz. for thy g00d, and- out of 


love, to reform and reclaim thee. Dent. 8. 5. 


/ 


Expe- 


 Thirdy, Promiſes of Profiting 


you ſold me hither, for God ſent me 


The Experiengg of the God. 143 


Experiences of the Profic of _ 
Altines. PE. 


Before I was afflited 7 went efiray, but now 
have I ke we. thy law. — It's good for me. that 
1 have been a cn |. have got good by It, 
Pla. 119. 67, 

The Prodigal wasin wanr,and fed upon husks 
with Swine,! and he ſaid, My Fathers Servants 
have bread enongh —— 1 will ariſe and, goto 
my Father, Luke 15. 14, 15. 

We glory in tribulations, knowing ( viz. ex* 


POWRgY ) that rribulation worketh patience, 


and patience experience, ' and AT hopes: 


Rom: 5. 3, 4- 


The things which bappened to me have fal. 


len out to the furtherance of the Goſpel: God 


turned bis impriſment to good, Phil. 1,12, 
13, 14. 
Be not greived. nor angry with your hs elves that 


fore. you 
to preſerve life, Gen. 4 45+ Je 


It is good for a man that he bear the yoke 


] #2 his Touth : It's found to beſo by Experi- 
| ence, and appears to be ſo by the Promiſe, and 


the pefformance of the Promiſe to thonſands. 
Lam. 3. 27 


F ourthly, 
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 Fourthly, Promiſes: of :Preſervati- 
onin, and Deltverances out of 
 Afﬀictions 


The welding of Y Lord ſhall ry in FFOY - 
ty »Þ __. the Lord ſhall cover bir. all the day || it's 


_- % Deur. 33. 12. | La 
| all: 6 pon mie i; the day PI trouble; and i 
will dvuer thee, and thou ſhalt gh mes | liv 

- Pfal. 50. is. rep 


| He will cover thee with his feathers — 
T' will be with him in trouble, and I will deliver ons 


Vim, and honour him, Pal. 91. 4 15. ftre 
| Alas, for that day is great, ſo that none is | wer 
tikg it, its the time of Facobs trouble," but ye | + 7 
ſhall be ſaved ont of it — - 1] am with thee | haſ 
to ſave thee, Jer. 3.7, 11. 
 Whoſoever ſhall call upon the Name of the | ſakh 
Lora ſhall be delivered, Joel 2. laſt. be 
He will hear the defore of them that fear f 
im, he alſo will bear their cry ana ſave FOem ana 
Pial. 145.19. yet 


They ſhall cry unto the Lord, becauſe of the 
oppreſſors,” and he ſhall ſerid thei a Saviour, and | out 
a great ont, and he Jhall deliver them, la. | and 


| 19. 20. th for 
1 / Pre 


Experi- 


Toe gr of he Goaly. 143 


Fieperiaties of Preſervation. In, 
and: Deliveranceso out -of. Aﬀi- 
ctions. 


This I recall to wind, therefore have T hope, 
it's of the Lords mercy that ve are not conſumed, 
Lam. 3..21, 23. 

Then they cryed unto the Lord, and he de 
livered them out of their diſtreſſes: This is oft 
repeated in this Plalm, Pſal.. 107. 6. 

Thou haſt known my Po OT and affiiftF- 
ons that came to me at Antioch, Iconium and Ly- 
ftra ———— but out of chew all the Lord de- 
vered me, 2 I1m. 3.1. | 
- Thou haſt ſaved us from our enemies, and 
haſt put them to ſhame that hated its, Plal. 44. 7: 

Nevertheleſs he ſaved them for his Name 
ſake, that he might make his mighty power 60 
be known, Pla. 106. 8. 

The Lord delivered us from ſo great a death, 


and doth deliver, in whom we truſt that he will 


yet deliver us, 2 Cor. 1. 9, 10. 

The deliverance of the Fews out of Egypr, 
out of Bab:lon, and out of the Hand of Haman, 
and the perſonal deliverance of David, Daniel, 


Jonah, &c. are inſtances of the verity of the 
Promiſe, 


Fifthly, 
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| Fifthly, Promiſes of preſent Sup- 


.'/ port and Help to bear Affli- 


ctions; 


A man Fang the man n Chriſt ) ſhall be as a. 


hiding place from the wind, as 4 RN from 
che Toners as rHVers of watey in a dry place, 


1a. 3 


X Then wil T viſit their tranſgreſſions with a 


rod : Nevertheleſs my loving kindneſs will I not 


utterly rake from him, nor ſuffer my Faithful- | 


eſs to fail, Pla. $9. 33, 34. 
The eternal God is thy refuge, and underneath 


are the everlaſting , Arms, Deurt. 33. 27. 


But the Lord is Faithful,who will Jeabliſ you, | 


and keep you from evil, viz. in evil hs bs and 
when in the hands of ill men. 2 Theſ. 3. 


My Grace is ſufficient for thee, for my F240 ; 


2 Gor. 12. 9. 


is maaeperfett in weakneſs, : 
ſhall not be utterly caſt down, 


Though he fall, he 


for the Lord aoholdeth him with his hand; Pla. | 


37+. 24+ 


| God, commit the keeping of their. ſouls to him 


"P ſecured, but not in deſpair, 2/Cor. 4 9. 


1, 


The Experiences of the Godly. 145 


_ Experiences of preſent: Support 
and Help to: bear Afflictions. 


At. my firſt anſwer . all: men forfook, me, — 
Notwithſtanding the Lord: ſtood. with me and 


ſtrengthned me, 2 Tim. 16. 17- 


The Lord: is my, refuge and: my flrenoth, a 
very preſent help#n trouble, Pl. 46. 1. 
Let them thut ſuſfer according to the will of 


in well-doing, as to a fatthful Creator. Viz. to 


| God: who: hath' alway: been faithful to ſuch as 


commit. themſelves to him. 1 Per. 4. 19. 

For mhich caafe we: faint not, bus though our 
outward man periſh, yet the inward man is r6« 
vemed day by day, 2. Cor. 4» 1:6, | 
| Troubled' on: every ſide, yet not diſtreſſed, pers 


Having' obtained: belp from Gods. I 
unto this day, AQts 26+ 22. 
Out of Weakneſs were madg ſong, Heb. 11, 


continue 


Sixthly, 


- 
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_ Sixthly;, Promiſes, of Peace and 
 Comtort 1 in. all Conditions. 


Thou ſhalt. keep him in perfef# peace whoſe 
mind is ſtayed on thee, won ie be truſteth in thee, 
Ha. 26. 3. 

Ask, for the good old __ and. walk therdin, 
and you- ſhall find reſt to your ſouls, Jer... 6. 16. 

1 will pray the Father,. and he will give you 
another comforter, that he may abide with you 
fer ever, \ John 14. 16; _ 

The Peace' of God that. paſſeth all under- 
ſtanding ſhall keep your hearts and minds.: viT. 
from inward diſtraftions under outward atllicti- 


ons, Phil. 4.7. in. 
The Lord: will comfort Zion, Foy aid Glads 


neſs (hall be: found. therein, thank {giving and 
lh lar of melody, lia: 51. 3. a 4 ol 
 T-will extend peace to thee like a River: —— 
as one whom his mother comforteth, ſo will I come 
fort you, and you ſhall be: comforted, Ifa. 66. 
1 29 I Zo D 


Expert 
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Experiences. of Peace and Com- 
tort" in-all Conditions. - 


T laid me down and ſlept: viz. in his flight 
from his Son Abſolon. Pl. 3. 5. 

Is the multitude "of my thonghts  withits | me 
thy comforts. delight my. ſoul, 'Pſ. 94. 19. 

As the Suffermngs of Chrift abound in ns, ſo 
alſo.o onr Conſelations. by Chriſt abound, 2 Cor. 
x. v. 

As forrowful, yet vng rejoyeiig, 2 Cor. 8. 


” 


Who : : comforteth, hs 1n al our Tribulations, 
that we may be able to: comfort them which are 
in .any trouble by the comfort wheremith we our 
ſelves are comforted. of the Lord, 2 Cor. \" 
4. 

So. Hannah went away and did eat, et her 
Countenance was ſad.no more, 1 Sam. 1. 18. 

T bey Contunue: daily with "ine accord vs the 
temple, and breaking bread from houje to houſe 
did. eat their meat with Cane ts and ſmagleneſs 
df heart, Als” 20, We 
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+ Seventbly, Promiſes of the: Pre- 
valency and Acceptance of 


Prayer. 


him, Pſal. 91. 28. | 
Before they call 1 will anſwer, and while 
they are yet ſpeaking, 1 will hear, Ifa. 65. 4. 
1am the Lord their God, and will hear them, 
Zecha. 10. 6. | 
All things whatſoever ye ſhall ach in prayer, 
believing, ye ſhall receive, Mat. 21. 21. 
Tine tua] fervent Prayer of the righteous 4- 
vaileth very much, James 5. 16. ; 
Ak and it fhall given you, ſeek, and ye ſhall p- 
find, knock, and it ſhall be opened to you, Mart. "y 


= OI | per 
The Lord is far from the Wicked, but he 
heareth the Prayer of the. Righteous, Prov. 15. 
The Eyes of the Lord are over the yighteous 
and his Ears are open to their Prayers, 1 Pet. of 
3. I2. bY 96 
Lord, thou haſt beard the deſires of the hum- 


He ſpall call upon me, and 1 will anſwer 


ble, thou wilt prepare their hearts, thou wilt Ka 
canſe thine "Ears to bear. Plal. 10.17. Je 1 


Experi- 
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Experiences of the Prevalence 
and Acceptance of Prayer. 


He ( viz. Jacob ) had power over the An- 
gel and prevailed, Hol. 12. 4. | 

T cried by reaſon of my affliftions,. to the Lord, 

yz 4nd he brard me ; out of the belly of Hell cri« 
ed 1, and thon beardſt my voice, Jonah 2. 2. 

Thou he ardſt the voice of my ſupplication when 
1 cried to thee, Pl, 31. 22. 

Our Fathers cried to thee and were delivered : 
They truſted in thee and were not confounded, 
FL 23-3; 

Verily God hath heard me, be hath attend- 
ed to the woice of my Prayer - Bleſſed be God who 
bath not turned away my prayer, nor his mercy 
from me, Pl. 66. lat. | 

Cornelius, thy prayer is heard, and thy Alms 
are had in remembrance in the ſight of God, ACts 
IO. 3I. 

Elias was 4 man ſubjeft to like paſſions as we 
are: And he prayed earneſtly that it might net 
rain, and it rained not 0n the earth for the ſpace 
of three years and ſix Months : 

Aud he prayed again, and the Heavens gave 
Rain and the Earth brought forth her fruit, James 


JeLI7, 18. 


K 3 Erghthly, 
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 Eighthly, Promiſes - the Paidon 


of SIN. | : : "- 


if we confeſs our ſms he is faithful to for- 


give us our ſins, and v0 cleanſe us from all un- C0 

fears 174 1 John 1.9. go 
1 will, be ? ev oiful to their Unrighteouſuſs, 2 

and their ſins and iniquities will I remember ns qu 


more, Heb. 8. 10. 
Let the wicked forſake his way, and the Une w/ 
righteous Man his thoughts, and let him return 


to the Lord, and he will have mercy upon him, re) 
and to our God, and he will avundantly FR SH 
Ta. 53.'7 eve 

To bim gave the Prophets witneſs, that through | 
his Name whoſoever believeth ſhall recerve Be: 
remiſſion of ſin, AQs 10.'43- b | 

1 will forgive theiy _— and ] will re- thy 
member their fins no more, Jer. 31. 34. + © 4 

All manner of ſu and BI. 1ſphemy (hall be FR bat 
given to men. VIZ. upon repentance, but the 4 
fin againſt the Holy Ghoſt. ar. 12. 31. be þ 


| If ye forgive men their treſpaſſes, your hea- 
wenly ff ather will forgive you your rreſpaſſes, 
Mat. 6. 14s 


Expert- 


The Experiences of the Godly. '15yn 


Experiences of the Pardon of 
a 


I acknowledge my 6n unto thee, 1 ſaid I will 
confeſs my tranſgreſſions to the Lord,aud thou for= 
gaveft the iniquity of my ſin. Selah, Pl. 32. 5. 

He being full of Compaſſion forgave their ini- 
quities, and deſtroyed themnot, Pl. 78.38. 

Chriſt faith of 1dary Magdalen, her ſons 
which were many are forgiven, Luke 7. 47. 

Who hath delivered us frem the power of dark- 
neſs, and tranſlated us into the kingdom of his 
Son,in whom we have redemption through his blood, 


even the forgiveneſs of ſins, Col. 1. 13. 14. 


Bleſs the Lgrd, O my ſoul, and forget not all his 
Benefits : 

Who forgiveth all thy iniquities, and healeth all 
thy Diſeaſes, Pt. 103.2, 3. 

Forgive one another, as God for Chriſt ſake 
hath forgiven you your ſins, Ephte. 4. laſt. 

He ſaid to the ſick of the palſie, ſon, thy ſins 
be forgiven thee, Mar. 2. 5+ oy 


8 4 
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Nimthly, Promiſes of Power a- 
oainſt Sin, and Growth of 
Grace. 

Sin ſhall not have dominion over you, for you 


are not under the Law but under Grace, Rom, 
6. 14. 


Then will I ſprinkle clean water upon you, 


and you ſhall be clean, from all your filthineſs 
ll I cleanſe you. I will put my ſpirit with. 
in you, and cauſe you to walk in my way, Etek, 
36. 25, 26, 27. 

He will turn again, he will have compaſſion 

07 us, he will ſubaue our Iniquities, Mic. 7. 19. 
' QAMyprace is ſuſſictent for thee, for my ſtrength 
3s made perfett in Weakneſs, 2 Cor. 12. 0. 
Return ye backſliding Chilgren, and Iwill heal 
your backſliding, Jer. 3.22. 

Every branch that beareth fruit he purgeth 
that it may bring forth more fruit, John 15. 


2 
They ſhall ftill bring forth fruit in old age, 
they hall be fat and flouriſhing ;, to ſhew that 
the Lord is upright, Pſal. 92. 14, 15 
I will be as the dew to Iſrael, he jnall grow 
4s the: Lilly. — They ſhall revive as the corn, 
and grow asthe vine, Hol. 14.5, 7. 
ly God ſhall ſupply atl your need, according 
zo his riches in glory by Chriſt ; you need more 
grace, more ſtrength and all your need ſhall be 
lupplied Phil. 4. 19. oy Expert- 


* | 
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Experiences of Power againſt 
Sin and Growth in Grace. 


Such were ſome of you, but now are ye waſhed, 


"2M now are you ſanflified. —— In the name of the 
_ Lord Feſus, and by the Spirit of our God, 1 Cor. 
'l| ©. It. 
Je" | Now being made free from ſin, and become ſer- 
neſs wants of God, ye have your fruit unto holineſs, 
ith. and the end everlaſting life, Rom. 6. 22. 
Ek, O wretched man that 1 am, who ſhall deliver 
me from the body of this Death ? I thank God 
mw through Feſus Chriſt our Lord, Rom. 7. 24. 
U'P-  #n all theſe things we are more then Conque- 
wth rours through him that loved us, Rog 37. 
| TFoſeph refuſed to ly with his Miſtreſs, ſaying, 
heal how m7 I vh oy pars ſin, and ſin Je Goa, 
Gen. 39. 8. 
geth 


We are bound to give thanks to God alway 
T3" | for you— Becauſe your faith grometh excecd- 
ingly, 2 Thel. 1. 3. / 

#2" | The path of the juſt is as the ſhining light, 
that ſhineth more and more to the perfeft day, 
Prov. 4-18. : 


grow | Which( Goſpel ) is come unto You, As it 15 111 
Port | all the world, and bringeth forth fruit as it 
goth alſo in you, Col. 1. 6. 


Tenthly, 
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 Tenthly, Promiſes of the Preſence | 
"of God and of his Spirit; | 


Fear net, for I am with thee, I am thy God, 
1 will firengthen thee, yea I will belp thee, yea [ 
will uphold thee, Iſa, &t. 105-7 
$ © of rot, O Iſrael, thou art mine, when thou hon 
through the waters T will 5; with thee, Wit 
hy ſhall not overflow thee ; when thon walkeſ | 
thre” the fire thou ſhalt not be burnt, Ifa. 43. beg. | », 
Be content with ſuch things as ye have, for he 39. 


bath faid, FT wilt never leave thee nor Tobſahs ww 


thee, Beb. 13.5. of t/ 
H a man ps me he will keep my words, and he 
” my father will love him, and we will come to & 


him and make our abode with him, John 14. 23. | ,,1 
Tirn yout at my reproof, bebold 1 will pour nific 
ot my Spirit into you, Prov. I. 23. F 
It is conventent for you that I go away, forif | þ, ; 

1 go not away the Comfarter mill not come, but rit 
if I deyart I will ſend himto you, John 16.7- G 
iff ye being evilknow how to give good Gifts to | ;,, 
zo your Children, how mitch more ſkall your hea- ſpiri 
venly father give the holy Spirit to them that | T 
a> bem, Luke ri. 13. RI 
1 will pray to the Father, and he ſhall give B 
yer another Comforter, that he may abide with Ho h 
yor for ever. 7 
F will not leave you comfortleſs, I will come to Holy 


yer, John 14. 16, 18. 
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ce. Ks 
' Experiences-of the Preſence of 


the Spirit of God, | 


Though 1 walk through the valley of the ſhad- 
aow of death, I will fear no evil, for thou art 
with me, Pſa. 23. 4. [1 

Toſeph was ſold into Egypt, butt the Lord 
was with Foſeph, and he ſhewed him mercy, Gen. 


39. 2I. 


Lo, I ſee four men looſe, walking in the mid(t 
of the fire, andthey have no hurt, and rhe form of 
the fourth is like the ſox God, Dan. 3. 25. 

Solomon was ſtrengthened in his Kingdom, 
and the Lord his God was with him, and mag- 
nified him exceedingly, 2 Chron, 1, 1. 

Hereby we know that we dwell in him, and. 
be in us, becauſe he bath. given us of his Spi- 
rit, 1 TFohn 4. 3+ 

God which knoweth the hearts, bear them 


Witneſs ( viz. the Gentiles ) giving them his 
ſpirit, even as he did to us, 


Acts 15. 8. 

The Holy Ghoſt fell on them which heard the 
word, Acts 10.44. 

Barnabas was a good man, and full of the 


Holy Ghoſt and of faith, As 11. 24. 


The diſciples were filled with joy and with the 
Holy Ghoſt, Als 13. laſt, 


Eleventhly, 
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Elzventhly, Promiſes of Perſeve. | 


TANncc. 


| 4 will make an Everlaſting Covenant with 
them, that I will nat turn away from them to 
do them good, but I will put my fear into their 
beerts that they ſhall not depart from me, Jer. 
32. 40. . 

I will give them everlaſting Life, and they 
ſhall never periſh, neither ſhall any man pluck 
them out of my hand, John 10. 28. 

Oze thing is needful, Mary hath choſen the 
better part, which ſhall never be taken from her, 
Lake 10. laſt. 

Who will confirm you to the end that you may 
be blameleſs in the day of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, 

1 Cor. 1.8. | 

1 pray God that your whole ſpirit and ſoul 
ard body be preſerved blameleſs, unto the coming. 
of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt; faithful is he that 
bath called you, who will alſo doit, 1 Theſl. 
$+ 23z 24+ : 
' The Gifts and calling of God are without re- 
peritance, ROM. 11. 29. 

Being confident of this thing, that he which 
beth begun a good work, in you, will perform it. 
#1il the day of Feſus Chriſt, Phil. 1. 6. 
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The Experiences of- the Gogly. 157 


Experiences of Perſeverance. 


The high places were not removed, never- 
theleſs Aſa his heart was perfott with the Lord 
ail his days. 1 King 15. 14. 

1 have fought the good fight, 1 have finiſhed 
my courſe, I have kept the faith. Henceforth 
there is laid up for me a crown of righteouſneſs, 
2 Tim. 4. 7, 8. Ov 

Lord, now. letteſt thou thy ſervant depart un 


peace, for I have ſeen thy. ſalvation, Lake 2. 
2 


9. 
The houſe built. upon the rockythough the ram 


. deſcended, and the flood came, ' and the winds 


blew, yet kept bis ſtanding, Mat. 7. lat. 
Theſe all dyed in the farth, Heb. 11. 13. 
Vitho are kept by the power of God through 

faith unto ſalvation, 1 Pet. 1+ 5. % 


T have been young and now am old, yet | . 


not ſeen the righteous forſaken, Plal. 37. 25. 
y fleſh and my. beart faileth me, but God 1s 
r 


the ſtrength of my-heart and my portion for ever, 
Plal, 73. 26. 


Tweſfthh, 


18 Th Prowiſes of Goes. 


Twelfthly, Promiſes ofthe Poſſeſſi- 


on of Heaven. 


| Fear not, little ack, it 15 your Father good 
will to give a Kingdom, Luke, 12. 32. 
Eye hath not ſeen, ear hath not heard, nor 


which God hath prepared for them that tove him. 

i Cor. 2. 9. 
Bleſſed is the 'man that aire temptati- 
on, for when he 1s tried he ſhall receive the 
crown of Life, which the Lord hath promiſed fo 

them that love bin," James. 1. 12. 

: IVhen the chief ſhepherd ſhall appear, ye 
ſhall receive a Crown of Glory that faiaeth not 
40a, 1 Pet, 5. 44) 

_ * Pear none of Siſe things which thou ſhalt 
ſuffer, ye ſhall have tribulation 10 days, 


a Crown of Life,” "Rev. 2. 10." 
everlaſting Life, Rom. 6. 226" \ 


Of the Lord ye (ball receive the hand of the 
inheritance, for ye ſerve the Lord Chriſt, Col. 


"3+ 24» 
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be faithful unto- death, and 1 will -gbve thee 
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The Experiences of the Godly, 1509- 


Experiences of the Poſſeſſion of 


Heaven. 


Be ye Allies of abs who through faith 
and patience inherit the Promiſes, Heb. 6. 12. 

Lazarus dyed, and was carried by the Angels 
mto Abraham's boſom, © Luke | 3. AIDE 

Then talked with him tw6 men which were Me- 


| ſes and Elias who ala in: glory, Luke 9. 


ZO. 2l. > 481 4 

The Spirits of iuft. men | made verfelt Heb. 
12.23, 

Heaven is called the Fx JOG of tbe Saints, 
becauſe they do nick tr, Col. L.12. 
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160 A Song of Praiſe, 


4 Song of Praiſe 


THe World's a toy, let me imploy 

'& My Soul in higher things, - 

Fhan upon thole thar' create woes, 
And carry cruel Stings. 

My Fears are great, 'Sorrow my Meat, 
And humane Fatth is gone 

On Pilgrimage, for in this Age 
Amongſt us there is none. 


Thy faithfulneſs, O God, I bleſs, 
- And cannot bur admire, , © 


_——_ —_ 


That Love is cold, and yet behold” 
None warm it at this Fire. 
But, O my Soul, do not condole, 
But Triumph thou in Praiſe; 
Greatly rejoice with Hearts and Voice, 


_ Ler Foy thy Spirits raiſe. 


Mind ntiot the Rod, rejoice in God, 
That never failed thee 

| Thou knoweſt this, faithful he is, 
And ſo will ever be. 

Thou haſt been Low, and now art ſo, 
And God hath alway been 

A Sun and Shield, that ſuccour yield, 
As thou haſt often ſeen. 


/ 
i 1 
\ 


His 


for the precions Promiſes. 


His Word is ſure, and doth endure 

* For ever and for aye : 

* Witnets thou can to every Man, 

| All's true that he doth fay. 

© If this be ſo, come let us go 

P ToGod, andon him tay: 

It's not abſur'd, to plead his Word, 
To it he neer ſays nay. 


His Word applaud, his Name with Laud 
And Prailes celebrate : 

Let not thy Love to God above 
In any thing abate. 

And now, O Lord, for thy ſure Word 
Of Promile, 1 thee bleſs: 

And whilſt 1 live will Glory give 
To thee, not to the Fleſh, 


Thy Promiſes our ſtare, 


| | And full (though wide) from fide to fide, 


Praiſed be God therefore, 


Pp fall ſupply in Miſery 2M 


7 Ifeeit doth afford : 
iO let it be, now unto me, 
| According to thy Word. 


| 1 Let Faith be fed, and by it led, 
|} To liVeon Thee alone : 


Help me to truſt in the moſt Juſi, 
Faithful and Righteous One. 


V 


L hy 


161 


162 A Song of Praiſe, 


My Doubts expel, let Hope excell, 
Let Prailes be my I rade : 

Let me rejoice with Heart and Voice, 
In all that thou haſt ſaid. 


Let none deſpair, the news 1s rare, 
The Promiles revealed, 
Are high and preat without deceit : 

Records moit firmly Sealed. 
Oh praited be thy Majeſty, 

For Promiſes of Grace : 
All the Ele&t, may hear expect 
Supplies in every Cale. 
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Another Song of Praiſe. | 


Witch Joy his Praiſes Sing: 
To Praiſe the Name of God thy Lord 
Is a moſt pleaſant thing. 
His Promiſes rich Jewels are, 
Theſe Jewels are thy own : 
Though thou art Poor, yet very rich 
In Promiies alone. 


_ Thy Faithful God will certainly 
His Promiles perform : 

Fear not, O Soul, the frowns of Men, 
Fear not the greateſt Storm, 


F 


| Y Soul give Praiſe unto the Lord, 


Re- 


Su 
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for the precious Promiſes. 16 ; 

Rejoice in God, and in his Word 

Of Promiſe made to thee: 

His Promiſes moſt precious, 
Certain and faithful be. - 


Though thou art Poor, God will provide, 

Supplies he will afford : 

Yea, ſuch ſupplies as ihai} ſuffice, 
| According to his Word, 

Though thou art weak, his Arms ſupport, 
|  Whar need is there to fear : 

Above, beneath, and round about, 

His mighty Arms appear. 


— Þ| When Troubles like a Hurrican 

Do compa thee about 

Its for thy gonad, this Phyſick thou 

| Canfſt not be well without. 

Yea, ſafety in, and lure {upport, 

And all that needful be; 

For aid and help in thts ſad Caſe, 
Are promiſed to thee, 


Thy Sins though great are pardoned, 
Thy Enemies are ſtrong; 

But cannot hurt, becaule to thee. 
The Promiles belong. 

Such guards and aids the Promiſes, 
In readinels ſtill have : 

And will be granted unto thee, 

When thou for them doſt crave. 


» 


164 A Sons of Praiſe, &c. 


Oh Bleſſed be the Lords of Hoſts, 
_ My dear and faithful Friend : 
Accordinp to his Promiſes, 

He help and aid doth ſend. 
His Promiſes never do fail, 

They are moſt firm and ſure : 
His faithfalnefs is vaſtly great, 
And ever fhall endure. 


My Sonl exalt the living Lord, 
For Gracious is he : 
His Mercy now and evermore, 
He will extend to thee. 
Awake my Glory, glorifie 
And Praiſe the Lord of Hoſt : 
And of his precious Promiſes, 
Make thou thy daily boaſt. 


The World is full of Wickedneſs," 
Envy, debate and ſtrife :_ 

But theſe are the great Cordials 
That do ſupport my Life. 

Thy Preſence and thy Promiſes 
Are rare and precious things 3 

And all along unto my Soul, 
The greateſt Comfort brings, 


FINIS. 
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Books Printed for Tho. Parkhurſt, as 

. the Bible and Three Crowns at the 

| lower end of Cheap-lide zear Mercers- 
Chappel. 


| A Body of Practical Divinity, conſifting 
of above One Hundred Sermons on the 
Leſſer Catechiſm of the Reverend Afſ=mbly of 
Divines at Weſtminſter ; with a Supplement of 
fome Sermons on ſeveral Texts of Scripture. 
By Tho, Watſon, formerly Miniſter of St. Sce- 
phens Walbrook. 

A Diſcourſe of Spiritual mindednelſs, 
4 Perſon of Chriſt. 

On the 1 30th. Pjalzm. | 

The Doctrine of the Trinity. 

Of Mortification of Sin in Believers. : 

An humble Teſtimony concerning the Good- 
nels and Severity of God in Dealing with ftn- 
tul Churches and Nations. 

A Treatiſe of Temptation. 

Eſhcol, or Rules of Fellowſhip. Theſe 
Eight laſt by Fokz Ower, D.D. 

Heywood's Baptiſmal Bonds renewed. 

Grotius of Chriſt's SatisfaCtion, in Engliſh. 

Hurſt s Revival of Grace, 3. e. on the Sacra- 
ment. 

The good of Early Obedience. 
A Sermon of Unity, 
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Books Printed for, | 
The Viſion of the Wheels, in three Ser. 
mons. 


Spiritual Wiſdom improved againſt Temp- 
cation. 


by Mat. Mead. 
 Conlolation for the afflicted, at the Funeral 
of Mr. Edward Rede, By Ti im. Rogers, M. 
A. 

Calamys Godly Mans Ark, in five Sermons, 
his Art of Divine Medftation. 

Redemption of Time, the Wiſdom and Du- 
ty of Chriſtians in Evil Days. By Fobn Wade, 
Miniſter at Hamer ſmith. | 

Intercourſes of Divine Love betwixt Chriſt 
and his Church, being Sermons on the 1. and 
24, Chapters of the Canricles, or the Song of 
Songs. 

Several Diſcourſe of aCtoal Providence, in 
three Parts. Theſe (wo laſt by Fobn Collings, 
D. D. 

Spiritnal Sonps, or Songs of praiſe to Al> 
mighty God on leveral Occaſions, with thirty 
penitential Crys z with a Poem alſo of Dives 
_ and Lazarus. 

The Midnight Cry, a Sermon. Theſe two 
by Fohn Maſon. 

Mr. Corberts Self. Employment i 1m Secret. 

A Treatue- of the Day -of Judgment : wy 
Mr. Sam. Lee Miniſter. 

Husbandry Spiritualized. - 

; 4 Saint indeed, 


The Almoſt Chriſtian diſcovered. All Five 
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Mr. Fohn Flavel Miniſter of the Goſpel. 


Satan ſifting, or the Oyl of Joy for the'Spi- 
rit of Sadnels. _ "£4 

IVhites Little Book for Little Children. 

The rare Jewel of Chiſtian Contentment 
with four uſeful Diſcouſes 'by Mr. Fer. Bur-. 
roughs. | K F. 

An Earneſt Call to Family Duties being the 


ſubſtance of Eighteen Sermons by Sam. Sla- 


ter. 
Hymns for the Sacrament, compoled moſtly 
out of the New Teſtament. | | 
Theological Diſcourſes and Sermons on ſe- 
veral Occaltons. By Fohn Walls, D. D. 
The Trueſt and Largeſt account of the late 


Earthquake in Famaica, Fune 7. 1692. from 
_ a Reverend Divine there, .to his Friend in Lor- 


don. | Pe 

The beft way to mend the world by per- 
{wading the Riſing Generation to an early and 
Serious Practice of Piety. Both by Samuel 
Peck, . LeCturer of Ipſwich. 

A Sermon preach'd at the Faneral of the Re- 
verend Mr. Tho ſhewell, M. A. and Minifter 
of the Goſpel in Coventry. Thele two laſt by 
Will:am Tongue, Miniſter, Cc. 

A Diſcourſe concerning Old Age, tending ta 
the Inſtruction, Caution, and Comfort of 
Aged Perſons. By Richard Steel M. A. 

' A Sermon at the Funeral of the Worſhip- 
ful Fobn: Symends, late of Great Teldham in 
$i Eſſex 
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' A Sermonof the abſolute Neceffity of Fami- 
ly Duties, Preached to the United Pariſhes of- 
St. Mary-Woolnoth,.and St. Mary Wool-Church- 3 
Haw; in Lombard-Street, T Y 

His Farewel-Sermon. Theſe Two by Da- 5 
vid Fones, Student of Chriſt-Charch, Oxon. : 
A brief on the 7th. Commandment, where- 
in is diſcovered the Cauſe of all our Contro- 
verſies about the Sabbath-Day and the means 
of Reconciling them. Recommended by the 
Reverend Dr. Bates, and Mr. Fohn How. 
Convivinm Cealeſte: A plain and familiar 
Diſcourſe concerning the Lords Supper, ſhew- 
ing at once the Nature of that Sacrament | 
as alſo the right way of preparing our ſelves 
for the receiving of it : In which are allo con- 
ſidered thoſe Exceptions which men uſyally 
bring to excuſe their not partaking of 
A Sermon preached before the King and * 
Queen at [/h:te-Hall, Nov. 5. 1692. Theſe 
Two by Richard Lord Biſhop of Bath and 
IWells. | 
The Confirming Work of Religion, and 
its great things made plain by their prima- 
ry Evidences and Demonftrations ; whereby 
. themeaneſt in the Church may ſoon be made a- 
ble to render a Rational Account of their Faith. 


